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MARK 44 TORPEDO
The Mark 44 torpedo is an obsolete air-launched and ship-launched lightweight torpedo manufactured in the U.S. and under licence in Canada, France, Italy, Japan and the United Kingdom with 10,500 being produced for U.S. service.
It was superseded by the Mark 46 torpedo. The Royal Australian Navy, however, continued to use it alongside its successor for a number of years, because the Mark 44 was thought to have superior performance in certain shallow-water conditions.
Deployed by many navies and air forces including; the USN, Royal Navy, Royal Australian Navy and the Royal Air Force from various launch vehicles. These include long-range maritime patrol aircraft, eg. P-3 Orion, RAF Nimrod, LAMPS and other embarked naval helicopters, Asroc missiles and Ikara missiles.


DEVELOPMENT:
During the 1950s the US Navy ordered development of a new generation of lightweight anti-submarine torpedoes. Two programs were started, the EX-2A at the Naval Ordnance Test Station Pasadena (NOTS-Pasadena) and the EX-2B at General Electric Ordnance Department, Pitsfield. The EX-2A was to have its counter rotating propeller driven directly by an electric motor, while the EX-2B was to use a gas turbine connected to a gearbox.
After an accident with the proposed fuel for the EX-2B (Propyl Nitrate) the US Navy ordered the halting of its use. This resulted in the EX-2B development team shifting to an electric motor using the design for a jet engine starter motor as the basis to give the high torque and RPM the counter-rotating gearbox needed. The shroud design around the control surfaces of the EX-2B was also redesigned, as it was discovered that the having shroud around the control surfaces themselves reduced their effectiveness, as a result the length of the shroud was reduced.
After several evaluations the EX-2B was selected and designated the Mark 44 Mod 0. After some fine tuning of the design, an enhanced version the Mark 44 Mod 1 entered United States service in 1956. However shortly after the Torpedo entered service it became apparent that newer Soviet submarines were both faster and deeper diving, and could potentially both outrun and out-dive the Mk.44 which was designed to attack targets with a maximum speed of only 17 knots. To address this an operational requirement was issued in 1960 resulting in the acceptance into service of the Mk.46 torpedo in 1963, when it began to replace the Mk.44 in U.S. service.
A number of upgrade packages have been offered for the torpedo, a 1986 Honeywell kit replaced the magentostrictive transducers with ceramic transducers in a planar array, and the replacement of the analogue guidance electronics with a digital system. The overall effect of these changes was to triple the searched volume of the torpedo by increasing detection range by 75% and reducing the minimum shallow water search depth by 47%. The so-upgraded Torpedo is in South Korea as the KT44.
A South African upgrade package offered an extensive upgrade, replacing the warhead with a 45 kilogram shaped charge device capable of penetrating 40 millimetres of steel behind a 1.5 meter water filled double hull. The package also included a comprehensive digital electronics upgrade tripling the target acquisition range to 1,000 meters in ideal conditions, and containing a number of counter-counter measures along with a variety of attack modes.
The torpedo is, however, coming to the end of its usable life as the batteries have expired in many of the torpedoes. The New Zealand navy retired its Mark 44s in 1993 because it decided against renewing the batteries.

[bookmark: Description]DESCRIPTION:
The Mark 44 is a modular design, consisting of four main sections. The blunt nose contains the active sonar seeker with the 75 pound (34 kg) high explosive warhead immediately behind it. The second section contains the guidance and gyroscopes. The third contains the 24 kilowatt seawater battery which uses silver chloride and magnesium electrodes with seawater acting as the electrolyte. Finally is the propulsion section which houses the electric motor, four rectangular control fins and two contra-rotating propellers.
The vacuum tube based guidance system is more sophisticated than earlier torpedoes, using pre-launch settings enabling an initial search depth of 50, 150, 250, 450, 650 or 900 feet as well as a search floor at 150, 250, 450, 650 or 900 feet as well as a maximum dive/climb angle of 4.5,6 or 7 degrees. On impacting the water the torpedo either runs out for 1,000 yards or performs a dive at a 30 degree angle to the search depth. After completing this it may perform a flat turn and begins a helical search pattern proceeding up or down until it hits either the minimum depth of 50 yards or the search floor. When it hits either top or bottom it performs a flat turn and begins to execute the search in reverse. It continues executing this search until it either finds a target or exhausts its six minute endurance.
The guidance system could drive the active sonar at either a slow rate or a fast rate, which it used when the target drew near to obtain a precise proximity and rate of closure.
The air dropped version of the torpedo is fitted with a parachute retarding system to slow entry into the water, and the nose is protected from the impact by a fairing which is immediately discarded upon entering the water. The propellers are covered by a ring fairing.

[bookmark: Specifications]Specifications:
Length: 8.2 feet
Diameter: 12.75 inches
Weight: 432 lbs
Range: 3.4 miles
Speed: 30 knots
Depth range: 50 to 1,000 yards
Target detection range: 1,000 yards
Warhead: 75 lbs high explosive
Propulsion: 30 hp electric motor driven by seawater battery

[bookmark: Variants]Variants:
Mark 44 mod 0 - initial pre-production variant
Mark 44 mod 1 - initial production version
Mark 44 mod 2
Mark 44 mod 3
Mark 44 mod 4

[bookmark: Users]USERS:
This is a list of past and present users of the Mark 44. In many cases the torpedo is only kept in reserve.
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, the Philippines, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.


JOHN PAUL JONES, NAVAL HERO

J
OHN PAUL JONES, the popular naval hero of the Revolution, the son of John Paul, a gardener in Scotland, was born July 6, 1747, at a cottage on the estate of his father's employer, Mr. Craik, at Arbigland, in the parish of Kirkbean. His parents belonged to a respectable class of the population of the country. The boy, as is wont with Scottish boys, however humble, received the elements of education, but could not have advanced very far with his books, since we find him at the age of twelve apprenticed to the sea. The situation of Kirkbean, on the shore of the Solway, naturally gave a youth of spirit an inclination to life on the ocean; and he had not far to seek for employment in the trading-port of Whitehaven, in the opposite county of Cumberland. Paul's first adventure--the appendix of Jones was an after-thought of his career--was in the service of Mr. Younger, a merchant in the American trade, who sent his apprentice on a voyage to Virginia, where an elder brother of Paul had profitably established himself at Fredericksburg. This gave him an early introduction to the country with which the fame of the future soldier of fortune was to be especially identified.
The person of Paul Jones is well known by the numerous prints devoted to his brilliant exploits. You will see him, a little active man of medium height, not robust but vigorous, a keen black eye, lighting a dark, weather-beaten visage, compact and determined, with a certain melancholy grace.


Birthplace of John Paul Jones: Gardener's Cottage
Arbigland House, Kirkbean, Kirkcudbright, Scotland.
Photo - Ronald W. McGranahan, USN Retired

John Paul Jones was one of nature's self-made men; that is, nature gave the genius, and he supplied the industry, for he knew how to labor, and must have often exerted himself to secure the attainments which he possessed. He was a good sea-man, as well as a most gallant officer; sagacious in the application of means; vain, indeed, and expensive, but natural and generous; something of a poet in verse, much more in the quickness and vivacity of his imagination, which led him to plan nobly; an accomplished writer; and as he was found worthy of the warm and unchanging friendship of Franklin, that sage who sought for excellence while he looked with a kindly eye upon human infirmity, we, too, may peruse the virtues of the man and smile upon his frailties.

 APPRENTICESHIP:
The apprenticeship of Paul was of short duration. The failure of his employer threw the youth upon his own resources; but he lost no time in taking care of himself. His studies on shipboard had already qualified him for the higher duties of the mercantile service; the slave-trade, the active pursuit of those days, offered him an engagement; he sailed for the African coast in the King George, a vessel engaged in this infamous traffic, out of Whitehaven, and in his nineteenth year was trusted as chief mate of the Two Friends, another vessel of the trade, belonging to Jamaica. Having carried his human cargo to the island, sickening of the pursuit, he sailed as a passenger to Kirkcudbright, in his native district. Opportunities are always presenting themselves to the watchful and the initiated. The chief officers of the vessel died of the fever; Paul took command and carried the ship in safety to the owners. They put him in command of the brig, the John, on another West India voyage.
Finally, in 1771, he left Scotland never to return to it, save to carry terror among its population. He proceeded to London; found employment in the West India trade, and in 1773 settled himself for a while in Virginia on the estate of his brother, to whom he had now become heir. This was a grand turning-point of his career, and to signalize it properly, Paul, who was somewhat of a fanciful turn, added the name Jones to his proper appellation, John Paul.

EARLY ADVENTURES:
On the organization of the infant navy of the United States, in 1775, John Paul Jones, as he is henceforth to be called, received the appointment of first of the first lieutenants in the service, in which, in his station on the flag-ship Alfred, he claimed the honor of being the foremost, on the approach of the commander-in-chief, Commodore Hopkins, to raise the new American flag. This was the old device of a rattle-snake coiled on a yellow ground, with the motto; don’t tread on me, which am yet partially retained in the seal of the war-office.
The first service of the new squadron was the attack upon the island of New Providence, in which Jones rendered signal assistance. On the return voyage, the unsatisfactory encounter with the Glasgow occurred, which afterward resulted in the dismissal of one of the American officers, and Jones's appointment in his place to the command of the Providence, of twelve guns and seventy men. His exploits in this vessel gained him his first laurels. He now received the rank of captain, and sailed on various expeditions, transporting troops, conveying merchantmen, out-sailing British frigates, and greatly harassing the enemy's commercial interests.

The flag consists of a rattlesnake superimposed across 13 alternating red and white stripes with the motto, "Don't Tread On Me" (without apostrophe).
First Navy Jack of the United States was used by the Continental Navy from October 13, 1775 through December 31, 1776. In 1980, the Secretary of the Navy directed the commissioned ship in active status having the longest total period in active status to display the rattlesnake jack in place of the union jack until decommissioned or transferred to inactive status. Since September 11, 2002, the flag has been flown by the United States Navy for the duration of the "Global War on Terrorism."

His success in these enterprises induced Commodore Hopkins to put him in command of the Alfred and other vessels on an expedition to the eastward, which resulted in the capture of various important prizes of transport and other ships, and extensive injury to the fisheries at Canso. On his return, he was superseded in the command of the Alfred, his seniority in the service being set aside, a grievance which led to remonstrance on his part, and a correspondence with the Committee of Congress, in the course of which Jones made many valuable suggestions as to the service, and gained the friendship of that eminent business man of the old Confederacy, Robert Morris. There appear to have been several appointments for him in progress, when his somewhat unsettled position became determined by the resolve of Congress to send him to France for the purpose of taking command of a frigate to be provided for him by the Commissioners at Paris.
By the resolution of June 14, 1777, he was appointed to the Ranger, newly built at Portsmouth, and--a second instance of the kind--had the honor of hoisting for the first time the new flag of the stars and stripes; at least he claimed the distinction, for the bristling vanity of Jones made him punctilious in these accidental matters of personal renown.
It took some time to prepare the Ranger for sea, but Jones got off on his adventure in November, made a couple of prizes by the way, and at the end of a month reached Nantes.
Disappointed in obtaining the large vessel which he expected, and obliged to be contented with the Ranger, he employed his time in making acquaintance with the French navy at Quiberon Bay, and offering valuable suggestions for the employment of D'Estaing's fleet on the American coast. He soon determined to put to sea on an adventure of spirit. On April 10, 1778, he sailed from Brest on a cruise in British waters. Directing his course to the haunts of his youth, he captured a brigantine off Cape Clear, and a London ship in the Irish Channel; planned various bold adventures on the Irish coast, which he was not able to carry out from adverse influences of wind and tide, but well-nigh succeeded in burning a large fleet of merchantmen in the docks of Whitehaven. In this last adventure, he made a landing at night, and advanced to the capture of the town-batteries, leaving his officers to fire the ships, of which there were about two hundred in the port. His orders were not obeyed, either from insufficient
Return to Scotland: Nor was this all. He immediately crossed to his native shore of Scotland, with the intention of seizing the Earl of Selkirk, at his seat on the promontory of St. Mary's Isle, on the Solway, near Kirkcudbright. Landing at the spot he ascertained that the earl was from home. Disappointed in his object, he would have returned, when the officers in his boat insisted upon a demand for the family plate. Jones demurred, but yielded with the proviso that was to be done in the most delicate manner possible. His lieutenant, Simpson, undertook the business, and introduced himself to Lady Selkirk, who was, conveniently enough for his purposes, engaged at breakfast. She had at first taken the party for a pressgang, and had offered them refreshments; on being informed of the nature of their visit, their request, backed by the armed crew at the door, was complied with.
It is said that Jones apologized personally to Lady Selkirk, and we shall presently find him, at the first interval of leisure, taking measures to repair the act. For the moment, however, he had more serious work on hand. In his upward voyage along the Irish coast, he had looked into Belfast Lough, after his Majesty's sloop-of-war Drake, of twenty guns, which he attempted to board in a night attack by a bold maneouver, which came within an ace of success. Immediately after the affair of St. Mary's, he ran across the channel and had the fortune to meet the Drake coming out of Carrickfergus. She was getting to sea to check the exploits of the Ranger, which had now alarmed the whole region. Jones desired nothing more than an encounter. As the ship drew up she hailed the Ranger. Jones gave the reply through his sailing-master: "The American continental ship Ranger. We are waiting for you. Come on. The sun is little more than an hour high, and it is time to begin!" A broadside engagement commenced, and continued at close quarters for an hour, when the Drake surrendered. Her captain and first lieutenant were mortally wounded, her sails and rigging terribly cut up, and hull much shattered. The loss of the Ranger was 2 killed and 6 wounded; that of the Drake, 42. The Drake had two guns the advantage of her adversary. The action took place on April 24th; on May 8th, Jones having traversed the channel, carried his prize safe
His first thought now was to make some amends to Lady Selkirk and his own reputation for the plundering visit of his lieutenant. He therefore addressed to her, the very day of his landing, an extraordinary letter--Jones was fond of letter-writing--full of high-sounding phrases, and professions of gallantry and esteem, in the midst of which he failed not to recite the splendid victory of the Ranger. He drew a picture of the terrors inflicted by the British in America; and in respect to that unfortunate plate, expressed his intention to purchase it, in the sale of the prize, and restore it at his own expense to the family. This, after delays and obstacles, he finally accomplished some years later, when we are told it was all returned as it was taken, the very tea-leaves of the parting breakfast clinging to the tea-pot.

JOHN PAUL JONES RETURN TO SCOTLAND:
Nor was this all; He immediately crossed to his native shore of Scotland, with the intention of seizing the Earl of Selkirk, at his seat on the promontory of St. Mary's Isle, on the Solway, near Kirkcudbright. Landing at the spot he ascertained that the earl was from home. Disappointed in his object, he would have returned, when the officers in his boat insisted upon a demand for the family plate. Jones demurred, but yielded with the proviso that was to be done in the most delicate manner possible. His lieutenant, Simpson, undertook the business, and introduced himself to Lady Selkirk, who was, conveniently enough for his purposes, engaged at breakfast. She had at first taken the party for a pressgang, and had offered them refreshments; on being informed of the nature of their visit, their request, backed by the armed crew at the door, was complied with.
It is said that Jones apologized personally to Lady Selkirk, and we shall presently find him, at the first interval of leisure, taking measures to repair the act. For the moment, however, he had more serious work on hand. In his upward voyage along the Irish coast, he had looked into Belfast Lough, after his Majesty's sloop-of-war Drake, of twenty guns, which he attempted to board in a night attack by a bold manoeuver, which came within an ace of success. Immediately after the affair of St. Mary's, he ran across the channel and had the fortune to meet the Drake coming out of Carrickfergus. She was getting to sea to check the exploits of the Ranger, which had now alarmed the whole region. Jones desired nothing more than an encounter. As the ship drew up she hailed the Ranger. Jones gave the reply through his sailing-master: "The American continental ship Ranger. We are waiting for you. Come on. The sun is little more than an hour high, and it is time to begin!" A broadside engagement com men rigging terribly cut up, and hull much shattered. The loss of the Ranger was 2 killed and 6 wounded; that of the Drake, 42. The Drake had two guns the advantage of her adversary. The action took place on April 24th; on May 8th, Jones having traversed the channel, carried his prize safely into Brest.
His first thought now was to make some amends to Lady Selkirk and his own reputation for the plundering visit of his lieutenant. He therefore addressed to her, the very day of his landing, an extraordinary letter--Jones was fond of letter-writing--full of high-sounding phrases, and professions of gallantry and esteem, in the midst of which he failed not to recite the splendid victory of the Ranger. He drew a picture of the terrors inflicted by the British in America; and in respect to that unfortunate plate, expressed his intention to purchase it, in the sale of the prize, and restore it at his own expense to the family. This, after delays and obstacles, he finally accomplished some years later, when we are told it was all returned as it was taken, the very tea-leaves of the parting breakfast clinging to the tea-pot.

HIS GREAT EXPLOITS:
The affair of the Ranger, so brilliantly conducted, the short, energetic cruise in narrow seas, so near the British naval stations, gave Jones a great reputation for gallantry in Paris. The delays and difficulties, however, incidental to the wretched state of the American finances abroad, and the imperfect relation of his country with the French court, were well calculated to cool any enthusiasm excited by his conquest; and a man of less vivacity and perseverance than Jones might have dropped the service. He persevered. His lieutenant, Simpson, after various refractory proceedings, had sailed home in the Ranger, when an arrangement was finally made with Le Ray de Chaumont, the negotiator of the French court, to furnish a jointly equipped and officered fleet, of which Jones was to take command. Five vessels were thus provided, including the American frigate Alliance. An old Indiaman, the Duke de Duras, fell to the lot of Jones.
In compliment to Dr. Franklin, one of the commissioners, and especially in gratitude for a hint which he had accidentally lighted upon in an odd number of that philosopher's almanac, to the effect that whoever would have his business well done must do it himself--a suggestion by which Jones had greatly profited in giving a final spur to his protracted negotiations--he changed the name of his vessel, by permission of the French Government, to the Bon Homme Richard.
Jones at length set sail, on August 14th, with his squadron. Landais, an incompetent Frenchman in the American service, was in command of the Alliance. It was altogether a weak, mongrel affair. The Bon Homme Richard was unseaworthy, her armament was defective, and in her motley crew Englishmen and foreigners outnumbered the Americans. The plan of the cruise was to sail round the British Islands from the westward. At Cape Clear the commander parted with two of the smaller vessels of the squadron, which now consisted of his own ship, the Alliance, the Pallas, and the Vengeance. The service was, however, far more impaired by the insubordination of Landais, who evinced great jealousy of his superior. Several prizes were taken, one of them by Jones off Cape Wrath, at the extremity of Scotland. Traversing the eastern coast, he arrived, with the Pallas and the Vengeance, at the Firth of Forth, and entertained the bold idea of attacking the armed vessels at the station, and putting not only Leith, but possibly the ca

The Serapis Flag: The "John Paul Jones flag" was entered into Dutch records to help Jones avoid charges of piracy when he captured the Serapis under an "unknown flag". This flag is also known as the "Franklin Flag" due to its description by Benjamin Franklin.

Jones now continued his course southwardly, casting longing eyes upon Hull and Newcastle, when, having been joined by the Alliance, the squadron suddenly, off Flamborough Head, fell in with the Baltic cruisers, the Serapis, forty-four, Captain Pearson, and the Countess of Scarborough, twenty, Captain Piercy, convoying a fleet of merchantmen. Jones at once prepared for action. The combat which ensued, between the Serapis and the Bon Homme Richard, is one of the most remarkable in the annals of naval warfare, for the circumstances under which it was fought, the persistence of the contest, and the well-matched valor of the commanders. The engagement was by moonlight, on a tranquil sea, within sight of the shore, which was crowded with spectators, who thronged the promontory of Flamborough Head and the piers of Scarborough. After various preliminary maneouvers on the part of the English commander to shelter the merchantmen, the engagement began at half-past seven in the evening, with a series of attempts of the B
The ships became now closely entangled for their full length on their starboard sides; so near they were together, that the guns of one touched the sides of the other, and in some places where the port-holes met, the guns were loaded by passing the rammers into the opposite vessel. Every discharge in this position was of course most deadly, and told fearfully upon the rotten hull of the Richard. To add to Jones's embarrassment, he was repeatedly fired upon by Landais, from the Alliance, which always kept her position with the Richard between her and the enemy. This extraordinary circumstance is only to be accounted for by an entire lack of presence of mind in the confusion, or by absolute treachery. The Serapis poured in her fire below from a full battery, while the Richard was confined to three guns on deck. She had efficient aid, however, in clearing the deck of the Serapis, from the musketry and hand-grenades of her men in the tops. One of these missiles reached the lower gun-deck of the Serapis, and there setting fire to a quantity of exposed cartridges, produced a destruction of life, an offset to the fearful loss of the Richard by the bursting of her guns in the opening of the engagement. The injury to the Richard, from the wounds inflicted upon her hull, was at this time so great that she was pronounced to be sinking, and there was a cry among the men of surrender; not, however, from Jones, who was as much himself at this extremity as ever. Seeing the English prisoners, who had been released below, more than a hundred in number, rushing upon deck, where in a moment they might have leaped into the Serapis, and put themselves under the country's flag, he coolly set them to w

Engraving based on the painting "Action between the Serapis and Bonhomme Richard" by Richard Paton, published 1780.

The loss in this extraordinary engagement, which outstrips and exaggerates the usual vicissitudes of naval service, was of course fearful. The entire loss of the Richard is estimated by Cooper at one hundred and fifty, nearly one-half of all the men she had engaged. Captain Pearson reported at least one hundred and seventeen casualties.
The Bon Homme Richard was so riddled by the enemy's fire, and disembowelled by the gun-room explosion, that she could not be saved from sinking. When the wind freshened, the day after the victory, she became no longer tenable; her living freight was taken from her, and Jones, in the forenoon of the 25th, "with inexpressible grief," saw her final plunge into the depths of the ocean.
While the engagement of the Richard and Serapis was going on, the Pallas, better officered than the Alliance, captured the other English vessel, the Countess of Scarborough. The two prizes were carried to the Texel, where the squadron enjoyed the uneasy protection of Holland. Jones himself had a more satisfactory reception in an enthusiastic greeting on the Exchange at Amsterdam, and a brilliant triumph, illuminated by the smiles of the fair sex, shortly after in Paris. In October, 1780, he left for America in the Ariel, bearing with him a gift from the king, a gold-mounted sword, with the inscription on the blade: Vindicati Maris Ludovicus XVI. Remunerator Strenuo Vindici--"Louis XVI, rewarder to the valiant defender of a liberated sea." The voyage was interrupted, at its outset, by a severe storm off the harbor, in which Jones displayed his usual heroism. The vessel was refitted, and after a partial action on the high seas with a mysterious stranger, reached Philadelphia on 3rd February, 1781.

JOHN PAUL JONES SERVICE IN FRANCE AND LAST ADVENTURES:
US postage stamp of 1936 honouring John Paul Jones & John Barry

In1787 he left America with the intention of serving under Louis. When he reached Paris, he was met by a proposition to enter the service of Catherine of Russia, in which he was induced to engage by prospects of rank and glory. On his journey to St. Petersburg, he had a characteristic adventure in his passage from Stockholm to Revel, which he made while the navigation was interrupted by ice, traversing the sea, with great hardihood, in an open boat, extorting the labors of the boatmen by his threats of violence. He was well received by the Empress, who forwarded him to Potemkin, then in command on the Black Sea, in a war with the Turks. It is not necessary to recount the movements of a small squadron, with a divided command and jealous counsels, presided over by a whimsical, despotic court favorite.
Many as were the vexations encountered by Jones in the inefficient resources, the shifts and expedients of foreign allies, and the straits of the American commissioners, they were light compared with the stifling restraints of Russian tyranny. Jones did much fighting, in his command of the Wolodomer, on the Black Sea, against the Pasha, but retired with little glory. Persecution followed at St. Petersburg--there was an assault upon his moral character, which was triumphantly disproved--various projects flitted through his teeming mind, and his connection with the country closed after a residence of fifteen months. It is sad to watch the last years of Paul Jones, not, indeed, of age, but of growing weariness and disease, as he renews his broken Russian hopes, and revives the old, faded, pecuniary claims on the French court. A gleam of sunshine appears in his aspirations to serve his country--for he still looked across the Atlantic--in the removal of the chains from the American sailors imprisoned at Algiers. His country listened to his cry; he was charged to treat with the Regency for their ransom, but before the commission reached him, he had passed to that land where the weary cease from sighing, and prisoners are at rest. Here, with Mercy bending over the scene, let the curtain fall. Paul Jones died at Paris, at the age of forty-five, of a dropsical affection, July 18, 1792.
Paul Jones the pirate: British caricature (engraving) of American naval commander John Paul Jones.
POSTHUMOUS RETURN TO AMERICA:
In 1905, Jones's remains were identified by US Ambassador to France Gen. Horace Porter (Goodheart 2006) who had searched for six years to track down the body using faulty copies of Jones's burial record. Thanks to the kind donation of a French admirer, Pierrot Francois Simmoneau, who donated over 460 francs for a lead coffin for Jones, Porter knew what to look for in his search. Porter's team, which included anthropologist Louis Capitan, identified an abandoned site in north-eastern Paris as the former St. Louis Cemetery for Alien Protestants. Sounding probes were used to search for lead coffins, and five coffins were ultimately exhumed. The third, unearthed on April 7 1905, was later identified by a meticulous post-mortem examination by Doctors Capitan and Georges Papillault as being that of Jones, and the face was later compared to a bust by Jean-Antoine Houdon.

BELOW: Annapolis, Maryland (27 May 2005):Father of the U.S. Navy, John Paul Jones, is entombed at the U.S. Naval Academy and is guarded by Midshipmen 24-hours a day, three hundred sixty five days a year. Jones was forever immortalized by uttering the words, "I have not yet begun to fight", during the battle between USS Bonhomme Richard and HMS Serapis, off the coast of England in 1779. Jones was buried in a pauper's grave in Paris. More than a century later, his remains were returned to the United States and placed at the academy as a national shrine. U.S. Navy photo by Photographer's Mate 1st Class Kevin H. Tierney (RELEASED)

Jones's body was ceremonially removed from his interment in a Parisian charnel house and brought to the United States aboard the USS Brooklyn, escorted by three other cruisers. On approaching the American coastline, seven U.S. Navy battleships joined the procession escorting Jones's body back to America. On April 24, 1906, Jones's coffin was installed in Bancroft Hall at the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, following a ceremony in Dahlgren Hall, presided over by President Theodore Roosevelt who gave a lengthy tributary speech. On January 26, 1913, the Captain's remains were finally re-interred in a magnificent bronze and marble sarcophagus at the Naval Academy Chapel in Annapolis.
A CHRONOLOGY OF THE LIFE OF
JOHN PAUL JONES
SCOTLAND:
July 1747: Born in Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland to John Paul, gardener at Arbigland and mother of MacDuff clan. His birth was not registered.
1759: Apprenticed aboard "Friendship" to Fredricksburg, VA, Some biographers speculate he served a period in Royal Navy, but unlikely.
1764: Third mate on slave ship King George
1765: His father dies.
1766: First mate on slave ship Two Friends
1768: Unlikely, but may have toured with theatrical company in the West Indies. Shipped on brig John; navigates it home when captain and mate die of yellow fever. Made master and supercargo, orders sailor Mungo Maxwell flogged. He later dies while on another ship and John Paul is arrested for homicide. He is released on bail and obtains documents proving Maxwell died of yellow fever, not of his wounds. But the rumour dogs him for life.
1773: As captain and possibly owner of The Betsy, he chooses not to pay crew members while in the West Indies, when one attacks in anger John Paul kills him with a broadsword in 'self defence.' With no admiralty court in session to hear his case, he flees to America temporarily as John Jones, leaving his money behind in Tobago. His whereabouts for the next 20 months is speculative.
A FRESH START IN AMERICA:

John Paul Jones, commodore au service des Etats-Unis de l'Amérique (commodore of the United States of America) 1 print: engraving. Print shows John Paul Jones, half-length portrait, facing slightly right, standing on board ship during battle, reaching with left hand for one of several pistols at his waist, right hand holds sword.
1774: Arrives back in Fredricksburg, VA.; As a Mason, meets many influential Virginia revolutionaries. Assumes the name John Jones and plans to be a Virginia farmer. Short engagement to Dorothea Dandridge who soon after marries Patrick Henry; His brother William, a VA tailor, dies, but leaves nothing to John.
1775: Writes to Joseph Hewes, John Morris and Thomas Jefferson requesting naval appointment. His request coincides with the birth of the American Navy in October 1775 and the Marines are created in November. He first called himself John Paul Jones in Philadelphia at this time. In December Jones is first to raise "Grand Union" liberty flag (not the Stars and Stripes) and is the first-ever to be commissioned as lieutenant in the Continental Navy in December. He is given command of The Alfred which, as part of a fleet, seizes a shipload of British munitions.
April 1776: Alfred is among Commodore Hopkins fleet as Jones engages HMS Glasgow to protect captured prizes.
May 1776: Given command of Providence used to escort merchant ships. Writes to Joseph Hewes with ideas for modernising Navy, and then meets John Hancock and gains status of Captain.
August 1776: Captures eight British prizes and destroys eight other ships while eluding larger warships in seven weeks aboard Providence.
Oct 1776: Despite best sea record, Jones is #18 on list of captains commissioned by the Continental Navy.
Nov 1776:	As Captain of the Alfred captures prizes in a northern campaign. Key prize 'Mellish' contains winter uniforms intended for British army in Canada.
Early 1777: Two planned missions are scrubbed and Jones goes to Philadelphia to discuss problems in his commission papers with Alexander Hamilton Assigned to command French ship Amphitrite arriving in Portsmouth, NH, but arrangement falls through due to miscommunication.
RANGER, BONHOMME, VICTORY & FAME:
BONHOMME RICHARD
June 14, 1777: Re-assigned to The Ranger being built in Portsmouth on the same day that the US flag is adopted. Struggles with builder John Langdon over the building and equipping of his ship.
Nov 1777:	Ranger sets sail for France with plan to pick up new heavy frigate L'indien being made for America in Holland. He is given full choice of British targets to attack, Takes two small prizes en route.
1778: Meets Ambassador Ben Franklin in France and discovers The L'indien is not available. Ranger becomes first US ship recognized by foreign power. Piscataqua, NH crew desires to return home. 
April 1778: Sinks burns and captures ships along the Irish coast in the Ranger. Attack at Whitehaven, England and "raid" on Selkirk mansion near Jones' birthplace where one plate is taken as a token. First American vessel to capture British man of war HMS Drake and takes 200 prisoners to France for exchange, waits there nine months for relief. Plans further British raid with Franklin.
Feb 1779:	Receives command of Bonhomme Richard which he staffs with 380 crew including just 75 Americans and a mixture of British, Scotch, Irish and Portuguese.
Sep 1779:	Capt Person struck - Jones crew and wounded were removed to the Serapis - 36 hours later the last man left the Bonhomme. At 11AM JPJ watched her sink, "Even though she sunk she was victorious..." JPJ said. He sailed Serapis to Holland.
Dec 1779:	Given command of Alliance and sails to France where he is the toast of French society. He now holds 500 prisoners of war.
Oct 1780:	Given command of loaned French ship Ariel which is nearly destroyed in a storm, but skilfully saved. After long repair period, sails to Philadelphia. Although, as yet unpaid for all his years of service, he receives commendations from Congress and is cleared of any and all charges held against him.
June 1781: Given command of ship America in Portsmouth, which he finds only half built. He pushes builder John Langdon to complete work while studying and enjoying social life in Revolutionary NH.
Sept 1782: After more than a year of work, Jones is told by Congress that he will not receive command and that instead, the America will be given to France.
Dec 1782:	Receives permission from Congress to join French fleet's planned invasion of Jamaica, leaves on Triomphante.
May 1783:	Returns to Philadelphia quite ill after invasion cancelled. He petitions Congress unsuccessfully for advanced rank and back wages.

Model replica of SERAPIS
Nov 1783: Sails to France as official US Congress "prize agent" to recover unpaid income from prizes won in battle. Spends years in France and gets some promised reparation for himself and past crews. He becomes romantically involved with mysterious "Madame T".
1787: Returns to United States to collect settlement, but still cannot improve military rank. Offer of Major General Rank in Russian navy is received.
Mar 1788: Makes "secret" journey to Denmark for payment of overdue prizes. Unsuccessful there, but accepts Russian offer then sails from Stockholm.

RUSSIA & DEATH:
April 1788: Arrives in St. Petersburgh requesting rank of Rear Admiral with full command power. However, in an assault on Turkish forces, he finds his ships in poor repair and manned by Russian serfs who are beset by diseases. Jones' reports of the siege are blocked from reaching Catherine the Great by her own military leaders. He is later banned from court at St. Petersburgh and is reportedly "framed" in a sex scandal by military leaders. When promised commissions do not arrive, he resigns.
1790: Returns to Paris during French Revolution. He is offered a military commission by George Washington. In ill health, he does not accept.
July 18 1792: Dies in Paris at age 45 and is buried in small private ceremony. In 1905 his body is transferred to US Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.
(Compiled by: J. Dennis Robinson© 1997: SeacoastNH.com
All rights reserved.
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HUMOUR: ‘TERROR ALERT’
T
he British are feeling the pinch in relation to recent terrorist threats in Islamabad and have raised their security level from “Miffed” to “Peeved.”
Soon, though, security levels may be raised yet again to “Irritated” or even “A Bit Cross”. Brits have not been “A Bit Cross” since the blitz in 1940 when tea supplies all but ran out. Terrorists have been re-categorized from “Tiresome” to a “Bloody Nuisance”… The last time the British issued a “Bloody Nuisance” warning level was during the great fire of 1666.
The French government announced yesterday that it has raised its terror alert level from “Run” to “Hide”. The only two higher levels in France are “Collaborate” and “Surrender”.  The rise was precipitated by a recent fire that destroyed France’s white flag factory, effectively paralysing the country’s military capability.
It’s not only the French who are on a heightened level of alert.  Italy has increased the alert level from “Shout loudly and excitedly” to “Elaborate Military Posturing”.  Two more levels remain: “Ineffective Combat Operations” and “Change Sides”.
The Germans also increased their alert state from “Disdainful Arrogance” to “Dress in Uniform and Sing Marching Songs.”They also have two higher levels: “Invade a Neighbour” and “Lose”.
Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday as usual, and the only threat they are worried about is NATO pulling out of Brussels.
The Spanish are all excited to see their new submarines ready to deploy. These beautifully designed subs have glass bottoms so the new Spanish navy can get a really good look at the old Spanish navy.
Americans meanwhile are carrying out pre-emptive strikes on all of their allies, just in case.
New Zealand has also raised its security levels–from “baaa” to “BAAAA!”
Due to continuing defence cutbacks (the air force being a squadron of spotty teenagers flying paper aeroplanes and the navy some toy boats in the Prime Minister’s bath), New Zealand only has one more level of escalation, which is “Shut, I hope Australia will come end rescue us”. In the event of invasion, New Zealanders will be asked to gather together in a strategic defensive position called “Bondi”.
Australia, meanwhile, has raised its security level from “No worries” to “She’ll be right, mate”. Three more escalation levels remain: “Crikey!”, “I think we’ll need to cancel the barbie this weekend” and “The barbie is cancelled”. There has not been a situation yet that has warranted the used of the final escalation level.

SEEKING PHOTOGRAPHS
C
ould all network members please distribute this to any ex-navy mates you may have.

Seeking photographs:
LEONARD ‘JOHN or SPEED’ LUHRMANN
(Ex-CPO CLEARANCE DIVER, O/n 49977, R.A.N., ‘60s).
‘Speed’ served on the HMAS Sydney in Vietnam 1966-67.
Although Speed is no longer with us, his eldest son (Baz Luhrmann–yes, the director of the new movie Australia) is seeking photographs etc.  Baz wants to put together something to remember him...
If you have anything which may be of use regarding this request please forward to– nmbvaa.nsw@gmail.com
Ray Payne OAM (Veteranweb Network)
raypayne@veteranweb.asn.au

HAVE YOU HEARD?
A
s the war against terrorism has progressed following ‘9/11’, an old RAN retired Chief Petty Officer (CPO) destroyer veteran, living in Western Australia (WA), asked the Chief of Navy (CN) to return him to active duty and send him to the Middle East.
Of course, the CN refused, and told the old destroyerman that he had served his time on patrol and should relax and enjoy his golden years.
The old CPO wasn’t at all pleased, so he wrote to the Minister of Defence with the same request. Back came the reply for him to enjoy his golden years, because this war was a young man’s war and there was no place for him.
That really cheesed him off, so he wrote to his WA Member of Parliament with a long, heart-wrenching plea in a letter explaining in great detail just why he felt he should be returned to active duty. Back came the reply, almost word for word the same as the Minister’s response.
The old Chief was livid. He went down to the beach near Cottesloe and bought a rowboat. Vowing to get to the action one way or the other, he set out for the Persian Gulf, rowing his boat and singing …”Anchors away my boys, anchors away “….........
Saint Peter had been watching this grizzly old CPO all the while, and was at first amused by it all. But now he had grown increasingly concerned as the Chief displayed his commitment to his objective. Saint Peter finally turned to God for advice on how to deal with this unwavering old salt. After hearing the saga unfold, God advised Saint Peter to be merciful and take the Chief’s brain, since that was the centre of thought, and he would simply abandon the idea about getting to the Persian Gulf.
Now, having taken God’s advice and removed the Chief’s brain, Saint Peter observed little if any change in the old destroyerman’s behavior. He continued to row his boat and sing at the top of his voice “Anchors away my boys, anchors away“…....
A little frustrated at the lack of results of his efforts, Saint Peter turned again to God and asked, “Now what?”
God said, “Well OK, take his heart; because not even an old hardened sailor can function without a heart. So, that should be the end of it.”
But when Saint Peter had completed his task, and removed the Chief’s heart, he was again amazed that little if any change could be observed in the CPO’s behavior as he continued to row his boat and sing “Anchors away my boys, anchors away“….... at the top of his voice.
Once again, Saint Peter asked God for assistance with this unusual situation for which there seemed to be no solution.
This time God responded by suggesting that Saint Peter should remove the old sailor’s manhood, since it’s a well known fact that steely-eyed seaborne warriors can’t function without their manhood, particularly while on shore leave.
Convinced that this was the answer, Saint Peter went to work and removed the old Chief’s manhood.
Sometime later, Saint Peter observed the old CPO in mid-Indian Ocean without his manhood, brains and heart, rowing in a never ending circle singing, “Off we go, into the wild blue yonder………
WATER SKIING ANYONE?
SEEMS LIKE SOME PEOPLE STILL HAVE OUR SAFETY INMIND!

T
his is what Australia needs; instead of the six new submarines the bloody Labor Government wants to buy at over 2.3 billion dollars each. Think what these would do to the illegal fishing and people smuggling in our northern waters.

[image: ]
U.S.S. Independence (LCS-2): A Triple Hulled, Weapon-Laden Monster
We’ve been hearing rumblings about the U.S. Navy’s triple-hulled ships, but here’s one that was launched last month, the U.S.S Independence… Built by General Dynamics, it’s called a “littoral combat ship”(LCS), and the trimaran can move huge weapons around faster than any ship in the Navy.
Littoral means close to shore, and that’s where these fleet-hulled ships will operate, tailor-made for launching helicopters and armoured vehicles, sweeping mines and firing all manner of torpedoes, missiles and machine guns.
These ships were designed to be relatively inexpensive this one’s a bargain at $208 million and the navy plans to build 55 of them.
This trimaran is the first of the new fire-breathing breed, ready to scoot out of dry dock at a rumoured 60knots. It’s like a speedy and heavily-armed aircraft carrier for helicopters.

WORK / PLEASURE
The commanding officer of a ship in the Royal Australian Navy was about to start the morning briefing to the wardroom... While waiting for the coffee machine to finish its brewing, the Captain decided to pose a question to all assembled.... He explained that his wife had been a bit frisky the night before and he failed to get his usual amount of sound sleep. He posed the question of just how much of love-making was 'work' and how much of it was 'pleasure?'
 The executive officer chimed in with 75-25% in favour of work.
 A lieutenant said it was 50-50%.
 The operations officer responded with 25-75% in favour of pleasure, depending on his state of inebriation at the time........... There being no consensus.
 The Captain turned to the steward who was in charge of making the coffee. 'What is your opinion?'
 Without any hesitation, the young seaman responded, 'Sir, it has to be 100% pleasure.'
 The Captain was surprised and, as you might guess, asked why?
 'Well, sir, if there was any work involved, the officers would have me doing it for them.'
 The room fell silent.






AGENT ORANGE ASSOCIATED DISORDERS APPROVED BVA DECISIONS OUTSIDE OF VIETNAM
IN ORDER BELOW OF: GUAM - DIABETES TYPE II, THAILAND -
MALIGNANT LYMPHOMA and OKINAWA - PROSTATECANCER
D
emocrat Senator B.J. (D) Cruz is requesting a congressional investigation into the use of Agent Orange on Guam. The candidate for lieutenant governor is basing his inquiry on a United States Court of Appeals for veterans’ claims ruling that acknowledged claims of Agent Orange exposure from an air force veteran while stationed at Andersen Air Force Base in the mid-1960s.
According to Senator Cruz this is the first acknowledgement by a federal agency that Agent Orange was used on Guam.
Now they, (our government) have known about the use and storage for drop ship to Vietnam on Guam for decades.  Many Veterans have sent in photos of Agent Orange and White on Guam.
Only the United States Government can spend millions of dollars cleaning up the toxic chemical mess on Guam and then deny the existence of the toxic chemicals even being there.  Pacific Daily News had many articles on this subject.
DEFENCE DEPARTMENT 'MEDAL MUDDLE'
By Bill Hoffman
30th May 2009
A
Sunshine Coast ex-serviceman lost one of his precious medals when it ended up being offered for sale on-line, complete with his service history, after being sent to the Department of Defence for re-silvering.

[image: ]
Mick Kimball is upset at the Department of Defence.
Photo: Nicholas Falconer/182893

When Dulong resident Mick Kimball received his General Service Medal with Malay Peninsula clasp back from Naval Medals Section, Personnel Policy and Plans, Defence on September 9, 1998, he thought it was genuine.
That was until September 30 last year when his brother discovered the original for sale on a website complete with Mr Kimball’s naval history.
The directorate of honours and awards in Canberra confirmed the medal in his possession was not the original and promised to investigate.
Nearly 10 months later, and despite numerous attempts to excite action, Mr Kimball still does not have his original medal or any information on how someone was able to obtain it.
Member for Fairfax Alex Somlyay has called for an immediate Australian Federal Police investigation.
“I think it outrageous if someone in the Defence medal area has taken the medal, replaced it with a replica and sold the original,’’ Mr Somlyay said.
“Is this a one-off or an ongoing practice?”
Mr Kimball’s brother was the first to spot the medal for sale on the website www.coinmedalshop.com.au and phoned to ask why he was selling it.
“It was amazing good luck,’’ Mr Kimball said.
However, what has followed has been an equally amazing level of disinterest from the bureaucracy.
Despite six phone calls to the office of honours and awards since October last year, Mr Kimball is no closer to finding out what happened and whether or not he is the only ex-serviceman who has been affected.
He said senior officers in the honours and awards office had become increasingly evasive and dismissive of his complaint.
Parliamentary secretary for defence support Dr Mike Kelly, a former high-ranking Australian military officer, confirmed he had referred the matter to the defence department to investigate but would not comment further.
Mr Kimball remains unimpressed.
“Somebody is behaving in a very poor fashion,’’ he said.
The medal was awarded to the 20-year naval veteran, an electrician, on parade in 1970 for his involvement in the 1964 blockade of Indonesian communists in the confrontation with Malaysia.
“The medal’s a token of what the country has said to you,’’ he said.
“How can someone else have it?”
The original medal is being held by the www.coinmedalshop.com.au shop in Anzac Square Brisbane.
It removed the item from sale the moment Mr Kimball contacted them but will not release it to him until the matter is resolved.
The current “owner”, a Dubai collector, had offered it for sale for $400 which is believed to be the price he had paid for it.
Mr Kimball won’t be seeing the medal any time soon unless he is prepared to cough up the cash to buy it back from the “owner”, something he refuses to do on principle.
Asked whether Dr Kelly would take immediate steps to have Mr Kimball’s medal returned to him, the response from the department was that “as the investigation has not concluded, it would be inappropriate for Defence to comment at this time. Defence cannot predict the outcome of the current investigation’’.

VICTORY FOR AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERSUSEDAS NUCLEAR GUINEA PIGS
Article from: The Daily Telegraph
By Charles Miranda in London
June 06, 2009
T
HOUSANDSof Australian troops were used as guinea pigs during British nuclear testing in the SA desert 50 years ago a court ruled yesterday.
The High Court in London made a landmark decision which has opened the way for Australian service men and their families to sue the British Government for the injury and suffering they endured as a result of the tests.
The bombshell decision found the British Ministry of Defence did have a case to answer that it unfairly exposed servicemen from Australia, Britain, New Zealand and Fiji to atomic fallout during the series of tests in South Australia, Western Australia and off the eastern coast on atolls in the Pacific.
The sensational ruling was greeted with cheers from many veterans in Room 73 of the London Royal Courts of Justice where for five years 1000 of them have fought to prove they and their families had suffered because of radioactive exposure.
Outside on the steps of the court house, about two dozen veterans and their families celebrated the finding in a shower of champagne.
Fireman Tony Roberts said it was his father's dying wish that he seek justice.
"All you've got to do is see it through to the end' was what he said to me, "Mr Roberts said of his father John who died three years ago from a range of illnesses he had suffered since returning from the RAF.
The case paves the way for millions of dollars in compensation to now be offered to the servicemen exposed on land, air and sea who were directed into mushroom clouds to test the effects of the weaponry on the human body.
The Australian Federal Government had stalled for years on whether to pay compensation, citing it was waiting for a ruling to be made by the British High Court since the tests were done by the British Government.
Justice David Foskett now urged the Ministry of Defence to use their discretion and mediate with the thousands of veterans to organise appropriate compensation. He said the turning point in the case for his ruling was a 2006 New Zealand study that found "chromosomal aberrations" in veterans exposed.
In earlier hearings, the court heard the British Government and military administration actively withheld details of the dangers of atomic testing in the Pacific not only from the 25,000 servicemen who took part but also the Australian Government of the day.
The military men were promised "the greatest show on earth" but instead were exposed to serious levels of radiation that years later would kill many from a series of illnesses; many close to the drop zone also saw their children and their children's children suffer genetic defects.
The British atomic testers ordered military aircraft and ships to pass close to the mushroom clouds, while on land, soldiers stood close to the drop zone with little more than their uniforms.
Tests on their bodies later showed they had been exposed to dangerous levels of radiation but the effects were not known or at least understood.
 Mr Foskett said it was likely radiation poisoning was not just suffered from those exposed but others who ate the fruit, fish and other materials in the fallout zone particularly in the Pacific.
"On the evidence before me, I find there is a case that would need answering about the extent to which there was true protection against alpha and beta radiation, in particular from the inhalation and ingestion of fallout or fall out contaminated material," Justice Foskett concluded.
He said despite the lapse of 50 years, there was so much evidence totalling into the hundreds of thousands of pages that should individuals now sue the government, they had a chance before a jury to succeed.
[image: ]
LEFT: Celebrations ... Tony Roberts, Alan Ilegg and Donald James (in beret) on the steps of the High Court, London / Pic Charles Miranda

NORTHERN TRIDENT FRIGATE RENDERS ASSISTANCE
Thursday, 4 June 2009
R
oyal Australian Navy frigate, HMAS Sydney has rendered assistance to a 15 foot Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat carrying 24 males in the Mediterranean Sea.

Sydney sighted the men waving for assistance around 7.00pm local time yesterday, approximately 33 nautical miles southeast of Spain.
Adhering to Australia’s international obligations under the International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea, Sydney dispatched personnel to investigate.
Sydney personnel determined the boat was sea worthy and provided food, water and space blankets before contacting the Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre in Almeria, Spain.
The Chief Navy, Vice Admiral Russ Crane, said the response from the passing Australian ship ensured life at sea was preserved.
“Upon sighting the vessel, Sydney’s Commanding Officer, Captain Peter Leavy, responded immediately in accordance with his obligations to render assistance under the Laws of the Sea,” Vice Admiral Crane, said.
“Having deemed the vessel sound, Sydney remained in the location until a Spanish Coast Guard vessel arrived, before continuing on her Northern Trident 09 deployment,” he said.
Northern Trident 09 is a six-month international diplomatic deployment being undertaken by Sydney and HMAS Ballarat that aims to develop and enhance international relationships, global security and the defence industries of Australia.
Sydney is the third of six Adelaide Class Guided Missile Frigates (FFG-03) to be commissioned into service for the RAN.  Sydney is a long-range escort Frigate with capabilities in air defence, anti-submarine warfare, surveillance and reconnaissance.  These capabilities were recently enhanced with a series of upgrades allowing Sydney to counter simultaneous air, sea surface and under water threats.
[image: ][image: ]
HMAS SYDNEY's Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat and seaboat crew renders assistance to a vessel off the South-East coast of Spain, 184nm North of the Moroccan/Algerian Border, in the Mediterranean Sea.

RUDD TO EXAMINE MARALINGA DETAILS
June 6, 2009
© 2009 AAP
P
rime Minister Kevin Rudd says he wants to examine the detail before making an official comment on a decision allowing soldiers exposed to nuclear radiation in the 1950s to sue the British government.
The British High Court has cleared the way for military veterans from Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and the UK to sue Britain's Ministry of Defence for exposure to radiation during the tests.
The decision exposes the UK government to hundreds of millions of dollars in compensation claims if the 1,000 veterans of tests in the South Pacific and Australia between 1952 and 1958 prove radiation exposure caused cancer and chromosome damage.
"I haven't seen the outcome of the decision. I'd like to examine its full implications first," Mr Rudd said when asked about the matter in Brisbane on Saturday.
"I've always believed it's important to deliver justice to those affected by atomic testing in Australia.
"But I'd like to review first the text of the decision."
However, Mr Rudd said it was his general principle to see justice delivered to those who have been adversely affected by atomic blasts in Australia.
"It's the right thing to do," he said.
Legal decisions need to be examined with a high degree of forensic detail, he said.




VETS LIFTED BY CALL ON ATOMIC TESTS
Jun 08, 2009
Article from: The Australian
H
UNDREDS of Australian veterans exposed to atomic tests at Maralinga and the Monte Bello Islands in the 1950s have secured a second avenue of appeal for compensation after last week's landmark ruling in Britain.
Buoyed by the decision on Friday allowing test veterans the right to sue for damages, former servicemen have given Veterans Affairs Minister Alan Griffin until the end of the month to declare whether Canberra will award compensation and benefits, before lodging a class action.
A ruling last week by Britain's High Court means more than 1000 British veterans claiming ill-health following atomic tests in Australia and the South Pacific can pursue a class action worth millions of pounds against the Ministry of Defence.
That right was also expected to be extended to hundreds of Australian atomic test veterans, RSL national president Bill Crews said yesterday.
"If there's an opportunity there for them to make representations to the British government, they will do so," Major General Crews said.
"We have to bear in mind there are a number of concurrent activities in Australia to support their claims.
"We in the RSL have said this should be declared hazardous service, which would give them the opportunity for better access to veteran entitlements."
Ric Johnstone, national president of the Australian Nuclear Veterans Association, said the class action was "virtually ready to go", but had been put on hold for the past two years after Mr Griffin said he would revisit the Clarke review's recommendations on veterans' entitlements if elected.
"They are stalling for time, waiting for more of us to drop off," Mr Johnstone said. "We would rather that the government said they are going to take care of the widows and the offspring, because we don't have far to go now."
A New Zealand study has established links between the British nuclear tests and subsequent health problems of those exposed.
Mr Johnstone - who decontaminated vehicles that had been used at Maralinga while working as an RAAF motor mechanic, and has developed cancer and heart problems - said he hoped court action would not be necessary, but was not optimistic.
Fellow Maralinga test veteran Avon Hudson, 71, said he believed a court case would be "fraught with peril" and Mr Griffin needed to act quickly to avoid it.
As a result of one of the British tests, in October 1952 off the Monte Bellos in north-western Australia, a 98-kiloton device, one of the largest ever detonated; spread radioactive contamination as far as Mount Isa and Rockhampton.
South Australian Premier Mike Rann yesterday declared "prime responsibility" lay with the British government to look after Australians affected by the nuclear tests.
"I think the British authorities over the decades have misled Australians about the nature and extent of what happened there," he said.
"The British government has an absolute responsibility to do the right thing by its and our service personnel, and, of course, our Aboriginal people."
The British decision left open another avenue for Australia's atomic veterans to seek some form of closure, the RSL chief said.
Several unsuccessful attempts were made to contact Mr Griffin yesterday.

SUBMARINE COOKS EARN MORE THAN THE SAS
Ian McPhederan
June 08, 2009 09:53am
T
HE highest paid non-officer in the military is not an SAS sergeant fluent in three languages - it's the guy cooking food on a submarine.
A senior sub-sea chef with more than six years experience under his belt earns up to $200,000 a year, the same money as a junior admiral.
The cooks receive a base pay of just $58,806 a year but when the entire submarine and critical trades’ allowances are tallied up, the figure jumps to almost $200,000.
Such is the reluctance of qualified cooks to live and work in a steel pressure tube deep under the sea, preparing three hearty "comfort" meals a day for up to 58 people, who even $4000 a week can't attract enough starters.
Like many of the "submarine critical trades", the ranks of cooks dwindled during a mining boom that offered similar pay, a solid dose of sunshine every day and more regular family time.
The only daylight submariners see during lengthy underwater exercises is if the skipper decides the ocean's surface is calm enough and free from the "enemy" for a deck barbecue.
Submarine cooks are employed in a category known as "individuals critical to the navy" so they attract a bonus of $50,000 a year just for turning up.
An experienced cook also gets a capability bonus of $40,000, a seagoing allowance of $22,254 and submarine service allowance of $26,703.
Three cooks - one a leading seaman and two able seamen - work the subs' cramped galleys and are usually the most popular people on-board a Collins Class submarine.
During one six-month deployment on board HMAS Rankin, the cooks prepared 22,000 meals in their small, steamy galleys.
A submariner pay scale provided to the Herald Sun explains just why "cash" did not show up in exit surveys as a key reason for leaving the submarine service.
The commanding officer of a sub at the rank of lieutenant commander with more than six years experience would earn close to $250,000 a year after allowances.
The salaries make submariners the elites of the Australian Defence Force, paid even more than highly trained SAS soldiers operating deep behind enemy lines in Afghanistan.
The three-star Navy chief Vice-Admiral Russ Crane gets a base salary of $242,000 a year while a navy captain with six years experience gets just $139,000 - or $60,000 less than the cook on a sub.

VET WANTS ANSWERS TO LIBERTY ATTACK
June 09, 2009
Knight Ridder/Tribune
L
A GRANDE, Ore. - Bob Schnell was wounded but did not have time to feel pain.
Forty-two years ago yesterday afternoon Schnell was one of 254 men aboard the USS Liberty, a non-combat intelligence gathering Navy ship 11 to 12 miles from the Sinai Peninsula.
Suddenly a quiet afternoon on the Mediterranean Sea became deafening. Rockets and 50-caliber machine gun bullets began raining from the sky, one of which ripped through Schnell's right knee.
Schnell and his shipmates, some of whom had been sunbathing on deck, all were asking the same question between terrified gasps: What's happening?
The ship's crew members soon learned to their horror what was occurring, but four decades later nobody knows why.
Israel, a U.S. ally in the midst of its Six-Day War with Egypt, Jordan and Syria, was attacking the Liberty, a ship that had only four machine guns. The bombardment, which started at 1:30 p.m., lasted two hours.
The toll from bullets and rockets fired from Israeli planes and torpedoes launched from boats was devastating; 35 men were killed and 171 were wounded.
Schnell, who has lived in La Grande since 1969, talked about his injury.
"It did not hurt that much,'' said Schnell, then a second class U.S. Navy communications technician.
Today he has plastic kneecap because of the bullet wound but considers himself among the most fortunate members of the Liberty's crew.
"Most of those who were hurt were wounded much more seriously than I was.''
Finally at 3:30 p.m. the Israelis pulled back. The battered Liberty was still afloat but had 800 holes from machine gun bullets.
"It was dead in the water,'' Schnell said.
It was only able to crawl through the Mediterranean at a pace of 3 to 5 knots. It did not meet up with a fleet of U.S. Navy ships sent to rescue it until 7 a.m. the next day, 15 1/2 hours after the attack.
The wait was the longest of Schnell's life as he and others, also ignoring injuries, did everything they could to help the wounded with limited medical supplies and personnel.
Schnell said he will never forget the sight of the fleet of U.S. ships.
"It was such a relief to see the American flags,'' Schnell said.
The Liberty also had a clearly visible U.S. flag when Israeli planes opened fire the day before. The ship was clearly identified with 5-foot-tall letters on its front and 1- to 2-foot-tall letters on its stern. This makes the attack that much more inexplicable.
Israeli officials said that the attack was a tragic case of mistaken identity. They claimed that the Liberty was mistaken for the El Arish, an Egyptian cattle ship.
Schnell does not see how this was possible since the Liberty, which was in international waters, was not only clearly marked but 100 feet longer than the El Arish.
The days and years following the attack have been painful and frustrating for Schnell and his shipmates. They were frustrating because the magnitude of the incident was kept quiet by the U.S. government, which did not allow the survivors to speak about it for years.
"I was told that we absolutely could not talk about it. If we did, we were told we could be fined $100,000 and spend 20 years in the brig (military prison). Everybody else I know was also told this,'' Schnell said.
News of the attack reached the United States through the international press. The U.S. government did not acknowledge it for years, Schnell said. The incident received limited press coverage and was often referred to as an "alleged attack.''
The veil of secrecy was partially lifted in 1979 when a book by James M. Ennes Jr., "Assault On The Liberty'' was published, bringing the tragic incident to light.
Ennes wrote of many theories for why the attack occurred. Schnell, who lauds Ennes's book, has his own theory.
He said the United States, had provided Israel with extensive intelligence including photos from U-2 spy planes of Egypt's military operations. In exchange, Israel had agreed to respect the United States' request that Israel not expand its territory.
Israel, though, was violating the United States' wishes during the war, taking Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, the West Bank from Jordan and the Golan Heights from Syria.
Schnell said he believes Israel was afraid the Liberty crew would discover what it was doing and report it. The United States might have stepped in and prevented Israel from expanding its territory if this had occurred, Schnell said.
Israel felt it had to attack the U.S.S. Liberty, Schnell said he believes.
"They wanted to shut us down and shut us up,'' Schnell said.
Ironically, Schnell felt much safer on the Liberty than he had months earlier when he was involved in the Vietnam War. Schnell was part of flight crews that flew 128 missions over North Vietnam.
His planes were shot down twice, both times over the Gulf of Tonkin. The first time five of the seven men in Schnell's crew died. The second time all survived and was rescued.
Schnell, who grew up in Milton-Freewater, was honourably discharged from the Navy in 1968. He then returned to Northeast Oregon and enrolled at Eastern Oregon University, from which he graduated in 1971.
Schnell, now retired, knows of crew members who were not able to cope with the emotional aftermath of the attack and the frustration of not being recognized for what they endured. The emotional strain took a physical toll.
"The stress ate them up. It killed them at an early age. Some died in their mid-30s,'' Schnell said.
The La Grande resident pauses momentarily when asked about the emotional fallout he has experienced.
"Yes, I'm bitter. I just cope,'' Schnell said.
Talking about the incident is not a cathartic one for Schnell. He said that his best coping mechanism is pushing it out of his mind.
"I try not thinking about it.''
Few things would make Schnell feel better than if there were a congressional investigation of the incident. He wants to know why the attack occurred and why the United States government has worked so hard to keep the incident quiet.
A congressional investigation would change this.
"I'd like for our government to acknowledge we existed and bring it into the public eye.''

HMAS TOOWOOMBA FAREWELLED
Tuesday, 9 June 2009
T
he Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, Senator The Hon Chris Evans, representing the Minister for Defence, today farewelled the ship’s company of Royal Australian Navy Anzac Class Frigate HMAS Toowoomba, as they departed for a six-month deployment to the Middle East Area of Operation.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
TOP IMAGE: Leading Seaman Electronics Technician Troy Green farewells his partner Shirley Allerton and daughter Kaitlyn before departing for a six-month deployment onboard HMAS Toowoomba. LOWER LEFT: Petty Officer Communications Information Systems Craig Mieklejohn embracing his son Taj before departing for a six-month deployment onboard HMAS Toowoomba.
LOWER RIGHT: Commanding Officer HMAS Toowoomba, Commander Ivan Ingham, stands on the starboard bridge-wing, directing the ship out of harbour.

Toowoomba’s Ship’s Company of 193 men and women were farewelled before a large gathering of family and friends, in a traditional ceremony at Fleet Base West at Garden Island, WA.
Senator Evans congratulated the Commanding Officer of Toowoomba, Commander Ivan Ingham, for the dedication shown by his ship’s company during the rigorous training program they underwent in preparation for the deployment.
“Toowoomba has a difficult task ahead of them, however the ship is well prepared and mission ready,” said Senator Evans.
“To the families and friends of the personnel deploying I would like to thank you for your continued support, and wish those deployed on Operation Slipper continued success and ongoing safety.”
Toowoomba will be stationed in the Middle East Area of Operations as part of Operation Slipper, Australia’s contribution to the International Coalition against Terrorism.
During her deployment, the frigate will promote security in the maritime environment, regional stability and global trade.
Toowoomba’s operations complement the counterterrorism and security efforts of regional nations and seek to disrupt violent extremists’ use of the maritime environment as a venue for attack or to transport personnel, weapons or other material.
This will be the second time that Toowoomba has been deployed to the Gulf, with the Frigate’s departure marking the Navy’s 21strotation since September 2001.  HMAS Toowoomba will replace HMAS Warramunga, due to return to Fleet Base West in Mid 2009.

[image: ]
HMAS Toowoomba departs Fleet Base West for a six-month deployment.

FLORIDA FISHERMAN HOOKS LIVE MISSILE IN GULF WATERS
The [Fort Myers, FL] News-Press
Tuesday, June 9, 2009
M
ADEIRA BEACH - MacDill Air Force Base officials are investigating where a live heat seeking air to air missile came from and how it ended up on a fisherman's boat in the middle of the Gulf.
Soloman Rodney, a long line commercial fisherman based out of Pinellas County says he hooked two separate missiles about 30 miles south of a known military testing area while on a several week fishing trip in the Gulf.
The first missile appeared to have a hole in it, so Rodney decided to strap it to the top of his boat to bring home as a souvenir. He shot home video of the hooked weapon moments after it was loaded onto his boat.
Rodney says a second missile found several days later was still beeping prompting him to drop it back in the water.
The fisherman arrived back to Madeira Beach Monday afternoon and alerted authorities to what he'd found.
"I couldn't find the number for the bomb squad, to I went to the fire station up the street," said Rodney who felt there was a fifty/fifty chance the missile might still be active.
A nearby resident, 24 year old Daniel O'Neill says he helped carry the missile to shore but accidently dropped it when a sharp wing point gouged into his shoulder.
"I think if it was going to blow, it would have exploded when it hit the concrete," said O'Neill with a chuckle.
He said the missile had "US 1288" printed on its side.
A special ordinance disposal crew from MacDill Air Force Base was called to the scene to examine the item found.
Experts confirmed the weapon was in fact a United States AIM-9air-to-air heat seeking missile, also known as a Sidewinder (Image below).
Even more alarming, investigators determined the missile was still active and because of salt water corrosion may have destabilized.
For that reason, Sheriff's deputies roped off a large area around the missile brought ashore just south of the Tom Stuart Causeway and began disassembling the weapon for transport back to MacDill.
Several nearby houseboat residents were evacuated from the area and were told to remain at a safe distance.
Reacting to the news, Soloman Rodney said he was disappointed to find out he would be unable to keep his souvenir, but was grateful no one was injured.
"I had it strapped to the roof of my boat as we rode through lightning storms," said Rodney, noting missiles are usually activated by electrical charge.
Officials from MacDill told the fisherman not to bring future missiles back to shore, but to instead contact the Coast Guard with GPS coordinates for retrieval.
The missile was transported by police escort over to MacDill Air Force Base late Monday night without incident.
It will be carefully examined today, in hopes of determining its origins before being detonated later in the day.

[image: ]
AIM-9L Captive air training missile with part/section in blue colour, denoting inert warhead and rocket motor, for training purposes.
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MINOR WAR VESSEL CONCENTRATION PERIOD
A
rmidale Class Patrol Boats leave Darwin Harbour in formation at the commencement of the sea phase of the Minor War Vessel Concentration Period.


9thJune 2009
The new LR5 James Fisher Submarine Rescue System
M
r Stuart Irwin, Project Manager for the LR5 James Fisher Submarine Rescue System (left) explains the different features of the Submarine Rescue System to Commodore Stephen Davies, Commander Australian Navy Submarine Group (right) during a tour of the facilities housing the LR5 James Fisher Submarine Rescue System.
LIFE AFTER WAR EXHIBITION OPENS AT THE SHRINE
SOURCE: Australian Government
Department of Veteran Affairs 
Friday, 12 June 2009
A
n exhibition showing how Australia coped with the debilitating effects of the First World War on our young nation will be opened today at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne by the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin.
Shell Shocked: Australia after Armistice shows that while a great many Australians celebrated the end of the war, the following years brought a period of grief and unparalleled adjustment which quickly tempered the joy of victory.
“Of the more than 330,000 Australians who left our shores to serve overseas during the First World War, more than 61,000 never returned home. Up to 160,000 returned injured or ill and for many their recovery was slow or life-long,” Mr Griffin said.
“In 1938, twenty years after the war, there remained more than 1,600 veterans in homes for the permanently incapacitated, and around 23,000 seeking care from repatriation hospitals.
“The human toll on a young nation is highlighted in the exhibition through records, photographs, letters and medical reports which reflect many personal stories of Australians from different walks of life.
“The exhibition shows the many ways Australia and Australians coped with the aftermath of the war. Its stories include the lasting impact on the women of the Australian Army Nursing Service, the anxiety of those at home and the introduction of the Repatriation system which fulfilled the promise to care for those who suffered from their war service and provide for the dependants of those who did not return.
“Shell Shocked also shows the treatment of returned Indigenous servicemen – equal as soldiers but not as civilians, the internment camps for ‘enemy aliens’, and the community and government response in building memorials on battlefields and here, at home, post war,” Mr Griffin said.
“It is an insightful exhibition into what was a truly daunting time for our young country.”
Based on files from the National Archives of Australia and funded by a grant from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Shell Shocked is on a national tour and will be on display at the Shrine until 26 July, covering the 90th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919.
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WWII SURVIVORS MARK THE DAY SYDNEY CAME UNDER ATTACK
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, the Hon Alan Griffin MP
Sunday, 31 May 2009
[bookmark: 121d2f775352f9f6_OLE_LINK2][bookmark: 121d2f775352f9f6_OLE_LINK1]S
urvivors of the Japanese attack on Sydney Harbour during the Second World War were joined by the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin, at a ceremony in Sydney today honouring the 21 Australian and British sailors killed in the attack.
Mr Griffin said 67 years ago Sydney came under direct attack from the Japanese, just ten weeks after the bombing of Darwin in February 1942. 
“On 31 May 1942, three Japanese midget submarines launched an attack on Sydney Harbour,” Mr Griffin said.
“The first submarine became entangled in the boom net situated across the harbour and her crew, realising their situation was hopeless, set off a demolition charge destroying the submarine.  A second submarine entered the harbour and fired torpedoes at the cruiser USS Chicago.  Narrowly missing the Chicago, one torpedo detonated under the converted ferry HMAS Kuttabul, which was being used as accommodation for Australian and British naval personnel. Nineteen Royal Australian Navy and two Royal Navy sailors were killed in the attack.”
Mr Griffin stood alongside survivors of the tragedy and their families at today’s memorial service at HMAS Kuttabul, the naval base named after the torpedoed vessel, laying a wreath in honour of those killed in the attack.
“The events that unfolded in Sydney that day are an important chapter in Australia’s wartime history and those lost and those who survived should be honoured and remembered,” Mr Griffin said.
Mr Griffin said in November 2006 the wreck of the second submarine was discovered by a group of divers off Sydney's northern beaches. Until 2006, its location was a complete mystery.  A third midget submarine also entered the harbour that night but was destroyed by depth-charges before it had fired any torpedoes.  Sections of two of the submarines are on display at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.  Another section of one of the submarines is also on display at the Royal Australian Navy Heritage Centre at Garden Island.
Historical images of the Japanese attack on Sydney Harbour are available from the Australian War Memorial's Media Centre:
www.awm.gov.au/media/
Email media@awm.gov.au to order images. An animated version of the attack can be accessed at:
www.ww2australia.gov.au/underattack/sydharbour.html
Editor’s note:  The relatives of the 21 killed on the HMAS Kuttabul are entitled to receive a Navy Bereavement Pin – commemorating the life and service of those who died whilst serving in the RAN.
Visit:
www.navy.gov.au/Navy_Bereavement_Pin
Or telephone (02) 6266 2285for more information.
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HMAS TOOWOOMBA ASSISTS SAILING YACHT DESIDERATA
12thJune 2009
E
ventful day for Desiderata and her crew, with the addition of Simon Prior as a crew member of Desiderata yesterday for the remainder of the voyage our plans took a shift today, we had enough fuel to sustain for 20 more days with an additional reserve of 15 days thereafter, the initial plan was to head for Mauritius and refuel before rejoining the fleet.
Woodvale race office UK liaised with RCC Canberra resulting in a rendezvous at sea with HMAS Toowoomba. We took on additional fuel and fresh supplies and enjoyed a couple of hour’s liberty aboard one of the Australian navy’s finest and most impressive warships. The whole crew and officers of Toowoomba made a great effort to make us feel comfortable and welcome for the duration of our visit and showed great interest in the rowing race and voyage itself. We were treated to hot showers and fresh food and enjoyed a tour of the ship.
Simon was given a medical examination after his 55 day ordeal and apart from one or two issues was given a clean bill of health. We are now back aboard Desiderata and continuing with our own voyage after waving farewell to Toowoomba who we would like to express our gratitude and warmest thanks too.
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NAVY SHIP JOINS SEARCH FOR MIAS IN VIETNAM
June 12, 2009
Associated Press
H
ANOI, Vietnam - A U.S. Navy ship is participating in the search for the remains of more than 1,000 U.S. servicemen missing from the Vietnam War, the first time an American vessel has taken part, embassy officials said Friday.
The USNS Bruce C. Heezen, an oceanographic survey ship, is conducting a search mission off the coast of Vietnam, part of an ongoing effort between the two countries to recover the remains of more than 1,300 U.S. servicemen still unaccounted for in Vietnam.
Joint teams from the two countries have searched underwater sites off the Vietnamese coast before, but previously they used Vietnamese boats, according to an embassy statement released Friday.
The U.S. ship has equipment that makes it ideally suited for detecting aircraft crash sites on the ocean floor, the embassy statement said.
"The use of a U.S. Navy oceanographic survey ship ... could significantly expedite the discovery of underwater crash sites," the statement quoted Lt. Col. Todd Emoto as saying.
Emoto is the commander of the U.S. Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command detachment in Hanoi.
The United States and Vietnam have been working together to account for missing U.S. servicemen since the 1980s. The current search is their 95th mission. It began on May 25 and is scheduled to end on June 24.
Nearly 1,800 U.S. servicemen are still unaccounted for throughout Southeast Asia following the Vietnam War, which ended in 1975. Some 1,336 are unaccounted for in Vietnam alone.

DIOXIN: WHAT THE U.S. NAVY KNEW AND DIDN’T [OR WOULDN’T!] TELL US.
An OP-ED Paper by Chuck Graham, with Susie Belanger
SOURCE: Col. Dan Cedusky (USMC Ret.) - Refers to RAN Ships
I’
m a U.S. Navy Vietnam Veteran and I have had a claim in place with the Department of Veterans Affairs [DVA] since 2003.
Like so many of you I’ve been on the hamster wheel and suffered through the Haas appeal all to no avail. Over the years I’ve researched any available material that might help prove that the U.S. Navy had knowledge to support the findings of the Australian study, ENTOX, also called NRCET from 2002. This study involved the co-distillation of Dioxin through the fresh water evaporator systems commonly used aboard Royal Australian Naval Ships that were present in Vietnam. The same evaporator systems were commonly used by U.S. Navy Ships that were present in Vietnam, as the majority of the Australian Naval Ships were built at U.S. Naval Shipyards. It is my hope that the following information will shed some knowledge of what the U.S. Navy knew and had in their possession and if they knew then the Department of Defense [DOD] and more than likely the Veterans Administration [VA], now the Department of Veterans Affairs [DVA], also knew.

Website: http://www.vasvw.org/Documents/Australian%20Study.pdf

As far back as 1946 the U.S. Navy had knowledge of the dangers of distilling water for shipboard uses while in littoral waters or certain other locations. This was evidenced by the fact that while conducting atomic radiation testing at Bikini Atoll, they were warned not to utilize any seawater aboard ships in the area, for fear of contamination by the radiation which had contaminated the coastal waters. This was “Operation Crossroads” and 79 ships that were present during these tests, were salvaged and sent to Hunters Point Naval Shipyard in San Francisco for decontamination. An acid wash had to be used to decontaminate the evaporators and water purification systems.
In the U.S. Army Technical Manual TM 5-813-8 from September 1986on water Desalination chapter 5-1 paragraph C, states "Some organic materials will carry across a distillation/condensation process with the water. Pesticides and industrial organic chemicals may be difficult to remove by distillation/condensation."
Ok folks, let’s look at and re-read that statement!! Someone in the Army had to have done some tests to make that statement. How else would they have known, without testing the condensate, that this was so? That proves that the Military knew that dioxin/herbicides/pesticides would remain in distilled water.
The manual of Naval Preventive Medicine NAVMED P -5010-6 rev 1990, chapter 6: Water Supply Afloat, sec 6-3 states, "Distillation of water from harbours or from polluted sea water is to be avoided except in emergencies. Sea water must be assumed polluted when ships are operated in close formation."
In the U.S. Navy’s Risk Analysis of Shipboard Drinking Water Chemical Contaminants, August 18, 2000, author Lieutenant Michael D. Cassady, Medical Service Corps, U.S. Navy states, "An important aspect of the drinking water produced onboard ships and submarines is, its source. Ships and submarines routinely do not produce water unless they are at least twelve miles from the shoreline...However, the operational environment for ships and submarines is changing and more missions are requiring operations in littoral waters for extended lengths of time. Littoral waters are more likely to be at risk for primary and secondary contaminates."
Now while on the gun-line conducting Naval Gun Fire Support [NGFS] firing missions off the coast of Vietnam, we did not have time to pull off and run out 12 miles and make fresh water. We made water where we were -- 24/7.
Now to get to the heart of the matter and the reason for this paper: We have discovered several Naval Documents that we feel should shed some light on the knowledge that the U.S. Navy had over the years starting in 1963 with BUMED INSTRUCTION 6240.3B, 30 SEP 1963.Pay special attention to page 3 where it lists Chemical Characteristics Limits .No where do you see the word Herbicides mentioned.
Then in 1972 we see BUMED INSTRUCTION 6240.3C DEC 1972,Pay special attention to page 6 on Chemical Concentrations, where it now includes Pesticides, Herbicides, and Fungicides; and see footnote [2]. This is just a short period of 9 years from 1963 through 1972 that something brought to their attention that it would be desirable to remove Pesticides and Herbicides from our drinking water! In my humble opinion, scientific tests of some sort had to be conducted to verify this concern over Herbicides.
Then in February 1987 we have this document from Naval Facilities Engineering Command: Guide Performance Work Statement [GPWS] For Water Plants and System Operation and Maintenance. Prepared by Southern Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command in Charleston, South Carolina, it states, "The contractor shall produce and store treated water free of taste and or odour and that meets the minimum water quality standards described below:"see page 44 of the GWPS PDF Document where we see Herbicides are a concern again.
Finally, see the following study where Researchers in Vietnam in 1970 tested fish and crustaceans for the presence of TCDD {Dioxin}. These are the same researchers that were mentioned in the Australian ENTOX study and the fish tested were caught by local fishermen in Vietnam, both in fresh water as well as saltwater. This shows that dioxins were present in local fish in 1970 and if dioxin stopped at lands-end, as the DVA would have us believe, how did it pollute saltwater fish and crustaceans?
Thanks Chuck and thanks Susie: Outstanding research work here.
We will add the following to wrap this up:
Clearly, then, not only did the Army and Navy, and their respective offices overseeing potable water handling, the Department of Defense, and the Veterans Administration, all know of the presence of dioxin in the drinking water and the difficulties of getting rid of it [which was not solved until the introduction of reverse osmosis filtration, but the lengths to which they went to caution about its presence show the awareness of the danger of it in the potable water. There can be no doubt that thousands of sailors and embarked Marines were exposed to dioxins from their ship's potable water system: they drank, cooked, and showered with water contaminated by high concentrations of deadly toxic dioxins.
*VNVets

”It is a stain on this nation's honour that the Department of Veterans Affairs has become a deadlier and more difficult adversary to the American veteran than any they have ever faced on a battlefield."
*VNVets

"The concept that Agent Orange, and its effects, stopped dead in its tracks at the shoreline is simply too illogical, and too ludicrous to accept. What does that say about the Bush Administration and his Department of Veterans Affairs?"
*VNVets

U.S. TO PRESS NORTH KOREAN SHIPS FOR INSPECTIONS
June 17, 2009
Stars and Stripes© 2009

T
he U.S. Navy, acting on authority granted by the United Nations, is prepared to intercept North Korean ships and request permission to search them for arms or nuclear technology, a Pentagon official said Tuesday.
Sailors cannot board a ship by force, but if an inspection is refused, the Navy can follow it to the next port and again press for an inspection. The approach is authorized by a U.N. Security Council resolution approved Friday.
President Barack Obama and visiting South Korean President Lee Myung-bak said at the White House on Tuesday that the resolution must be fully enforced, but noted that it did not authorize military force. Lee said he and Obama agreed that "under no circumstance are we going to allow North Korea to possess nuclear weapons."


President Barack Obama holds a joint press conference with the president of South Korea, Lee Myung-bak. Photograph: Michael Reynolds/EPA

The communist government has tested two underground nuclear devices and is believed by U.S. intelligence to possess material to make several nuclear bombs.
At the Pentagon, press secretary Geoff Morrell said the U.S. has yet to intercept a North Korean ship.
"At this point, all we're doing is monitoring North Korean shipments and, hopefully, it does not become necessary," he said.
On Tuesday morning, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., criticized the U.N. resolution in a Twitter message, writing, "This is a half measure -- those ships should be stopped and searched … if there is probable cause."
Morrell said the resolution represented definite progress by a unified Security Council and that the U.S. would not be alone in the effort.
"So presumably, this would not just be us, should we find reasonable grounds to presume that one of these ships is carrying banned goods, but similarly if the Russian navy were to see that, or the Chinese navy were to see that, or the Republic of Korean navy or the Japanese navy. Other navies are also empowered by this resolution to deal with this problem, and that is a step in the right direction."
On Capitol Hill, Pentagon officials told a Senate committee that North Korea's missiles could hit the United States in as few as three years if the North continues progress on its weapons system.
U.S. officials have said the North Koreans appear to be making preparations for a third nuclear test. North Korea also has said it would regard efforts to enforce U.N. sanctions as an act of war.
Asked by a reporter whether he believes his country is under threat of attack from the North, Lee said, "They will think twice about taking any measures that they will regret. North Korea may wish to do so, but of course they will not be able to."
Obama said that North Korea's record of threatening other countries and spreading nuclear technology around the world means it should not be recognized as a legitimate nuclear power.
"We will pursue denuclearization on the Korean peninsula vigorously," Obama said. "So we have not come to a conclusion that North Korea will or should be a nuclear power. Given their past behaviour, given the belligerent manner in which they are constantly threatening their neighbours, I don't think there's any question that that would be a destabilizing situation that would be a profound threat not only to United States' security but to world security."
Nor will the international community respond to North Korean provocations, such as additional underground nuclear tests, by offering financial incentives, Lee said.
"They will not be able to gain compensation by provoking a crisis," he said.
This article is provided courtesy of Stars & Stripes, which got its start as a newspaper for Union troops during the Civil War, and has been published continuously since 1942 in Europe and 1945 in the Pacific. Stripes reporters have been in the field with American soldiers, sailors and airmen in World War II, Korea, the Cold War, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Bosnia and Kosovo, and are now on assignment in the Middle East.

Stars and Stripes have one of the widest distribution ranges of any newspaper in the world. Between the Pacific and European editions, Stars & Stripes services over 50 countries where there are bases, posts, service members, ships, or embassies.
http://www.stripes.com/

DOUBLE WIN FOR AUSTRALIA'S CARERS
Media Statement - 17th June 2009
F
rom today, around 500,000 carers across Australia will begin receiving a new $600 Carer Supplement, as part of the Australian Government's Secure and Sustainable Pension Reform.
In a separate win for carers, around 19,000 extra carers of children with profound disability are expected to qualify for Carer Payment (child) of up to $569.80 a fortnight for singles from 1 July 2009, following passage of legislation in the Parliament last night.
The new $600 Carer Supplement is permanent and will provide greater financial security to carers who are under significant financial pressure.
This payment recognises the significant challenges facing the hundreds of thousands of carers who make enormous sacrifices to care for a loved one.
This Supplement will replace ad-hoc bonuses with a legislated annual payment. The $600 Supplement will be paid to people who receive:
Carer Payment
both Wife Pension and Carer Allowance
both Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) Partner Service Pension and Carer Allowance
DVA Carer Service pension
The new Supplement will also be provided to all recipients of Carer Allowance who will receive $600for each person they care for.
Recipients of both Carer Payment and Carer Allowance will receive two Carer Supplement payments worth $1200 in total.
The first Carer Supplement payments will be paid between Wednesday 17 June and Friday 26 June. From 2010, the payments will be made every year from 1 July 2010.
A single carer who receives both full rate Carer Payment and Carer Allowance will get two new Supplement payments totalling $1200, plus an annual pension increase of $1689, bringing additional permanent increases arising from the reforms to $2,889 a year.
A couple, comprising a full rate Carer Payment recipient partnered to a Disability Support Pensioner, who also receives Carer Allowance, will receive pension increases of $527 a year and two Carer Supplement payments. This brings the total permanent increase to $1727 a year.
The total cost of the new Carer Supplement is $1.8 billion over the forward estimates.
Passage of Social Security Legislation Amendment (Improved Support for Carers) Bill 2009last night will also deliver simpler and fairer eligibility requirements for Carer Payment (child).
From 1 July 2009, around 19,000 parents caring for a child under the age of 16 will gain access to fortnightly income support as part of a $273.6 million package to fundamentally overhaul the eligibility and assessment for Carer Payment (child).
Eligibility for the payment will now depend on the level of care required rather than a narrow set of medical and behavioural criteria.
The Government's fairer assessment system will better reflect the circumstances of the child and their carer and respond better to individual circumstances.
As part of the Government's Secure and Sustainable Pension Reforms, from 20 September 2009 those who receive Carer Payment will also receive a weekly increase of $32.49 for singles on the full rate and $10.14 combined for couples on the full rate.

VETERANS’ REVIEW BOARD
Friday, 19 June 2009
Minister for Veterans' Affairs
T
he Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin, today announced that Mr Michael Griffin has resigned as Principal Member of the Veterans’ Review Board and that Mr David Mackrell will be appointed as the acting Principal Member pending the recruitment of a permanent replacement.
“David Mackrell has considerable senior management experience in both the Commonwealth and state public services and an extensive knowledge of veterans’ issues,” Mr Griffin said.
“The veteran community will be familiar with Mr Mackrell from his time as Deputy Commissioner (Queensland) of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. His strong skills in administration will ensure the continued efficient operation of the Board during the period of transition to a new Principal Member.
“The Veterans’ Review Board has an ongoing role in providing an independent tribunal in an informal and supportive environment which ensures members of the veteran community continue to receive their lawful entitlements.
“In the coming weeks, I will begin a recruitment process to select a new permanent Principal Member of the Veterans’ Review Board.  The position will be advertised nationally.
“David Mackrell has agreed to a three month appointment, during which the selection process will proceed.
“I thank Michael Griffin for his time at the Board and wish him well with his future endeavours.”
Background
The Veterans’ Review Board is an independent tribunal that reviews decisions on veterans’ entitlements and some military rehabilitation and compensation claims.
The Board is made up of members who decide cases and staff who assist the members. There are four types of members: Principal Member, Senior Members, Services Members and Members.
The Principal Member is responsible for the overall operations of the Board. Ongoing appointments of members are made by the Governor-General.

SUBMARINE TRAINING TANK SPRINGS 300,000 LITRE LEAK
A
Nembarrassing navy bungle has seen more than 300,000 litres of water leak out of a six-storey submarine training tank at HMAS Stirling in Perth.
The lost water is the equivalent to a person taking 6000 showers, flushing a toilet 38,000 times or using a dishwasher 12,000 times.
The accident is the result of poor maintenance of the $25million Submarine Escape Training Facility, which has been left idle since May last year because of a mismanaged Defence tender to run the facility. The SETF is used to give submariners pressurised underwater escape training inside a tall cylinder-shaped tank, filled with about 500,000L of water.
However, a valve and pipe began leaking the weekend before last, causing 60 per cent of the water in the tank to leak out into nearby ditches. The navy did not detect the leak until early on the following Monday.
The tank is usually emptied once a year for maintenance purposes, but this is the first time in the SETF's 20-year history that it has lost a large volume of water by mistake. The facility, described on the navy's website as "the most advanced of its kind in the world today", has been idle for 13 months after the navy and the Australian Submarine Corp, the original preferred tender, argued over aspects of a Defence tender to run the centre.
The dispute forced the navy to issue another tender to run the centre, but as yet no winner has been announced.
The result of the bungle is that more than 100 navy submariners have been flown around the world at taxpayers' expense to conduct training in Canada rather than at HMAS Stirling.
Escape training is mandatory for all new submariners and qualified submariners must take a refresher course every three years. The head of navy maritime systems, Rear Admiral Boyd Robinson, told a parliamentary committee this month that the navy expected to award a contract to run SETF next month and start-up training and certification of workers could take a further three months.
Meanwhile, a British submarine rescue vehicle has finally arrived in Australia, ending a 2 1/2-year period when the navy had no deep-sea submarine rescue capability.
The Royal Navy LR5 vehicle was brought to Australia to quell growing criticism from media and submariners that there needed to be a rescue vehicle based in the country in case of a submarine emergency.
The navy's Australian rescue vehicle, Remora, sank in December 2006 and has still not regained certification.

AUSTRALIANS JOIN HUMANITARIAN MISSION PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009
Thursday, 25 June 2009
DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE
L
ending a helping hand to Australia's neighbours is all part of the job for Australian Defence Force engineers and medical personnel joining the multinational PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009 team in the South West Pacific from 30 June to 18 September 2009.
PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP is an annual U.S sponsored Humanitarian Civic Assistance mission aimed at strengthening international relationships and interoperability for disaster relief throughout Oceania and Southeast Asia. The ADF is returning to PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP this year to help deliver much needed engineering, medical and dental aid in Samoa, Tonga, Solomon Islands, Kiribati and the Republic of the Marshall Islands.
24 Australian Army engineers, one Navy Medical Officer, one Dental Hygienist, one Navy Civil Military Cooperation Officer and HMA Ships BETANO and WEWAK will work within the 100 plus multi-national and multi-skilled team to improve the lives of the people in the Pacific.
"The participating ADF personnel are honoured to be part of a mission dedicated to working with, and supporting their regional neighbours," said Australian Army Combat Engineer Lieutenant Mick Collaros.
"It will be a great cultural experience - mission partners will exchange expert knowledge and learn from each other," said Lieutenant Collaros.
The ADF will help renovate sites including schools and hospital and administer a wide variety of medical and dental programs.
US Navy ship USNS ROBERT E. BYRD is the enabling platform for PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009, transporting equipment, supplies and the highly skilled and enthusiastic team of personnel.
PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP has been held annually by the US Pacific Fleet, evolving from the unprecedented international disaster response for countries devastated during the 2004 Asian tsunami.  The ADF has contributed to PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP missions since 2006. Last year PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP was held in South East Asia.

FORMER COLE COMMANDER SLAMS DC MEETING
June 18, 2009
Virginian-Pilot
T
he former commander of the destroyer Cole described a second meeting with administration officials Wednesday as a ruse to provide political cover while paying lip service to families of terrorist victims.
Cmdr. Kirk Lippold, skipper of the Norfolk-based ship when it was attacked while refueling in 2000 in Aden, Yemen, said there was no update given on the stalled prosecution of Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri.
Al-Nashiri, who is being held in a military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has been charged with masterminding the Cole attack, which killed 17 sailors. He was to be tried in January, but President Barack Obama ordered all Guantanamo cases halted shortly after taking office.
"What they said was that it, like every other case, is under review for which venue would be most appropriate to hold him accountable for his actions," Lippold said, referring to al-Nashiri.
The families met in Washington with the head and deputy of a Justice Department task force addressing Guantanamo issues. Lippold, who attended, criticized Attorney General Eric Holder for not coming. "No political appointee had the moral courage to show up," he said.
Holder spent some time at a similar meeting with victims' families Tuesday.
Lippold said politicians, not Justice Department staffers, would decide how to proceed anyway, and the families' voices wouldn't matter.
"It is the cruelest form of emotional manipulation for political reasons," Lippold said, to bring the families together and quiet them while making policy decisions without engaging them or the American public.
Lippold is more than a bystander in the detainee debate. After leaving the Cole, he worked in the Joint Chiefs of Staff's terrorism division and helped craft detainee policy after the 9/11 attacks.
In February, Obama met with families of Americans killed in terrorist attacks, telling them he was committed to bringing justice to those who plotted the attacks.
Lippold and local families who lost loved ones on the Cole attended that meeting in Washington, and most said they were impressed with Obama's leadership.
Mona Gunn, the mother of Cole sailor Cherone Gunn, who died in the attack, said Lippold does not speak for her family. Gunn was not at the Wednesday meeting but said she is happy the White House and Justice Department have kept families informed.
"For eight years we had nothing but waiting for something to happen in our favor," Gunn said in an e-mail. "More has happened in a few months under a new President than in the past eight years."
Lippold criticized the administration's decision to free or transfer dozens of Guantanamo inmates. Last week, four Uighur detainees -- Chinese Muslims, held in Cuba since 2002 -- were resettled in the Bahamas. The Uighurs, whom the U.S. determined were not enemy combatants, said they had been seeking autonomy from Beijing.
Lippold said it was disingenuous for task force members to tell families no decisions have been made, while, the same day, Holder told the Senate Judiciary Committee that he expects 50 or more detainees to be tried.

$1.4BN WASTED ON CANCELLED SEASPRITE
Patrick Walters, National security editor
June 18, 2009
Article from: The Australian
M
ORE than $1.4 billion of taxpayers' money was wasted on the Defence Department's botched acquisition of the Super Seasprite helicopter, 47 per cent more than the $953 million claimed by the Defence Department last year.
The Auditor-General is highly critical of the Defence Materiel Organisation's management of the US-manufactured helicopters, which were ordered for the navy's Anzac frigates but were never accepted into operational service.
The long-awaited final report by the Australian National Audit Office found the Seasprite had a potential catastrophic failure rate calculated at 20,000 times greater than the US aviation standard.
The Seasprite's crash worthiness was below contemporary standards, it could not be flown in bad weather, the cockpit was too small for some crewmen and the advanced computerised combat system never worked properly.
But most worrying, the computerised flight control system tended to make unpredictable movements of flight controls, known as hard-overs. During flight testing, that occurred four times in 1600 flying hours. The aircraft design specification was for one potentially catastrophic failure in a million hours.
The Rudd government cancelled the project to give the navy an anti-submarine capacity in March last year, terminating the prime contract with US firm Kaman Aerospace Corporation and handing the Seasprites back to them for an eventual sale.
The project ran for 12 years, with a $746m contract for 11 Seasprites being signed by the Howard government in 1997.
Equipped with Penguin anti-ship missiles, the Seasprites were designed to operate from the Anzac frigates, providing maritime strike and surveillance for the RAN's surface fleet.
The ANAO report reveals that extra expenditure of at least $448m was incurred by Defence in establishing the Seasprite capability on top of the $953m spent on the prime contract. This included $201m spent on Penguin missiles, which cannot be used on any other aircraft, and $135m on in-service support. An extra $59m went on spare parts and $47m on last year’s decommissioning of 805 squadron which was destined to operate the Seasprites.
The handling glitches and stability issues led to the Seasprite's grounding by the navy in March 2006 after it had been provisionally accepted by the RAN.
The ANAO found the decision to cancel the project could not be attributed to any individual factor.
"If there is an overriding message from this project it is that risks to project outcomes need to be better managed and related accountability for managing project performance strengthened," it said.
The DMO's Seasprite project office had experienced "ongoing difficulties in attracting and retaining appropriately qualified personnel which inhibited its capacity to manage a large and complex project".
Right from the start, an inadequate understanding of the risks associated with the acquisition was not attained through the requirement definition and tender-evaluation processes.
"Poor contract management practices within Defence and DMO, over the life of the project, contributed to ongoing contractual uncertainty," it said.
The Auditor-General said the risks associated with the project were increased by the decision to fit upgraded systems "into a smaller helicopter than the Anzac ship is designed to operate".
The navy is now looking to buy a fleet of up to 24 combat helicopters at a cost of well over $1bn to replace the junked Seasprites and provide its surface fleet with a capable anti-submarine warfare platform.
Defence Materiel Minister Greg Combet said last night that Defence had accepted all seven recommendations from the ANAO designed to prevent a repeat of the Seasprite.
"The lessons learned from the Seasprite project have already been incorporated in reforms which have enhanced Defence project management practices and are taken further in the implementation of the Mortimer review as recently announced by government," Mr Combet said.

HMAS CRESWELL REVAMP STARTS
Thu Jun 25, 2009
ABC NEWS
A
n $80 million infrastructure upgrade of HMAS Creswell at Jervis Bay officially begins today with the turning of the first sod on one of the accommodation buildings.
New accommodation blocks are being built, classrooms will be refurbished and the Navy's Ship Survivability and Safety School will be upgraded as part of the work.
The redevelopment officer, Lieutenant Commander Tony Beauchamp, says planning for the project has been underway since 2007 so he is pleased construction is finally starting.

"The construction period will take two years so we'll finish roughly mid-2011 but of course to get to this stage has taken a lot longer than that because we have had to go through the process of putting together the business cases and getting government approval for funding," he said.

ASC CUTS 86 SUBMARINE JOBS
Article from: The Advertiser
VALERINA CHANGARATHIL
June 26, 2009 12:45pm
A
DELAIDE-BASED submarine and shipbuilding company ASC has cut 86 jobs from its submarine workforce to reduce its maintenance costs.
The company sacked 65 white and blue collar staff associated with ASC's Collins Class submarine through-life support program today, with 21 contractors also being released.
ASC announced the job cuts as part of ``a drive to reduce maintenance costs and improve efficiencies''.
Another 35 submarine staff will be transferred to ASC's shipbuilding business to meet the needs of the Air Warfare Destroyer program.
ASC's submarine workforce now totals 950.
Its AWD program has 300 staff currently with another 500 to be hired over the next four years.
The reduction of employee numbers was regrettable, acting managing director and chief executive officer Graeme Bulmer said.
"It is an unfortunate course of action to have to take and we are concerned for those affected and their families,'' he said.
"We have provided generous redundancy packages to those employees, and also offered an outplacement support service to enhance their opportunity of obtaining further employment.
"Wherever possible we have tried to relocate staff to our shipbuilding business, but unfortunately this has not been achievable in all cases.''
Mr Bulmer said the reduction in employee and contractor numbers would not compromise the safety of the Collins Class submarines and those who serve or work on them.
ASC's restructure comes just as chairman John Prescott makes way for Vice Admiral Chris Ritchie on July 1.
Former chief executive Greg Tunny resigned last month and a search for his replacement continues with Mr Bulmer as the acting chief in the interim.
Fellow director Charles Bagot will also retire when his term expires at the end of June.
On his appointment, Vice Admiral Ritchie had said ASC would continue to maintain and upgrade the Collins Class submarines and that it wanted to help the Government with its Future Submarine project.
Earlier this year, the Federal Government deferred the proposed sale of ASC leading to a lot of disappointment among the board and executive group which had ``invested significant energy'' in preparing for the sale.

AIR WARFARE DESTROYER (AWD) ALLIANCE
SHIPBUILDING CONTRACT WITH BAE SYSTEMS AUSTRALIA
Monday, 29 June 2009
G
reg Combet, Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel and Science, has announced that ASC, on behalf of the AWD Alliance, has signed a contract with BAE Systems Australia Defence for the construction of hull blocks for the Hobart Class AWD. 
[image: ]BAE Systems Australia Defence has joined the Newcastle NSW based FORGACS Group in winning hull block construction work worth a total of around $450 million.
This will create about 450 direct jobs, as well as many more through sub contractors and suppliers.
“The AWD Project now has major work sub-contracted in three states and this demonstrates that the Alliance is delivering on its commitment to distribute work to Australian Industry,” Mr Combet said.
The AWDs will be built using a modular construction method involving fabricated and pre outfitted hull blocks which are then joined together to form a completed ship.
The contracts announced today will see 66 blocks (70 per cent) built at BAE Systems Australia Defence’ and FORGACS’ sites with the remaining 27 blocks (30 per cent) built at ASC’s facility in Osborne, South Australia.
Cairns-based company AIMTEK, trading as NQEA, had previously been selected by the Air Warfare Destroyer Alliance as the preferred suppliers for the work now contracted to BAE Systems Australia Defence after a highly competitive tender evaluation process.
NQEA had provided the AWD Alliance with written assurances that it could meet the Alliance’s requirements; however NQEA subsequently advised the Alliance that it was seeking to restructure its business and needed more time to meet its financial obligations.
The AWD Alliance, in fairness to the other short listed bidder, therefore decided to enter into negotiations with both shortlisted bidders, NQEA and BAE Systems Australia Defence, for AWD Hull Block construction.
This was done in the interests of fairness and probity, and with a view to executing a contract with the supplier which best satisfies the Alliance requirements.
As a result of those negotiations, and with BAE Systems Australia Defence having demonstrated its ability to meet the Alliance’s requirements, the Alliance selected BAE Systems Australia Defence as preferred supplier and has entered into a contract for hull block construction.

WARTIME SEA TRAGEDY TO BE MARKED
Ilya Gridneff: The Age
June 29, 2009
T
HE hardest thing for families who lost relatives in the sinking of the Montevideo Maru during World War II did not know the fate of their loved ones.
But for those families, closure may finally come on Wednesday when a plaque is unveiled at an official ceremony marking Australia's worst maritime tragedy.
Ailsa Nisbet, 82, along with her daughter Marg Curtis and Cousin Ron Hayes, will represent one of 15 Australian families at the July 1 memorial at Subic Bay in the Philippines.
They leave Melbourne today to pay respects to Ms Nisbet's brother, Private John "Jack" Groat, who was on board the Montevideo Maru when it sank on July 1, 1942, carrying 845 prisoners of war from Australia's Lark Force and 208 civilian men.
The troops had been taken prisoner after Japan invaded Rabaul in Papua New Guinea in January 1942.
The unmarked Japanese ship left occupied Rabaul on June 22, 1942 but nine days later an American submarine, unaware it was carrying allied prisoners, torpedoed it off the Philippines coast.
The sinking of the ship was not reported back to Australia, and for several years the fate of the prisoners of war was unknown.
Ms Nisbet said for years her brother's fate was a mystery.
"The family was first told he was missing," she said.
"Then they said 'missing presumed dead', then we got a message he was a prisoner of war, then we got a letter from Jack saying he was being looked after by the Japanese.
"But that's all. Mum didn't hear what happened until late 1945. And there is still doubt about it," she said.
In 1997, Ms Nisbet visited Rabaul to see where her brother was stationed and this year Ms Curtis and Mr Hayes completed a three-day trek retracing the escape many Lark Force men made during Japanese occupation.
"It's a very emotional trip," Ms Nisbet said.
"It's been many, many years and nothing has been heard of the Montevideo Maru and it's just all coming out now.
"I'm the last member of the family and it will be a closure for me to go up there."
Former federal Labor leader Kim Beazley, whose uncle Reverend Sydney Beazley was lost on the ship, is the patron of the Montevideo Maru Memorial Committee.
Phil Ainsworth, in the Philippines for the event, said the committee aimed to get more national recognition for the tragedy.
"This memorial will give the families some comfort because even now 67 years later they still feel discomforted and in grief," he said.
Another attendee is Andrea Williams, whose grandfather and great uncle were on board. She wants a government response similar to that for the recently found HMAS Sydney, another World War II sea tragedy that claimed 645 lives.
"There is a fair amount of literature on the Montevideo sinking but there are some nagging specifics, like why there was no inquiry into the fate of these men," she said.
Australian archives had several passenger lists but they were inconsistent and there was no passenger manifest, she said.
"What has happened to the nominal roll of the men apparently on board?"
[image: ]
Australian army nurses lay wreaths at a ceremony at Rabaul in 1946 for the 1053 Australian men who died on board the Montevideo Maru.

Veterans' Affairs Minister Alan Griffin marked the 67th anniversary of the sinking of the Montevideo Maru in a speech to Parliament last Friday.
Mr Griffin said the Australian Government put $7200 towards the memorial and the Australian ambassador to the Philippines, Rod Smith, will attend.
"I've spoken to individuals who lost family members as part of the Montevideo Maru and I know these things remain with people forever," he said.
"I express my heartfelt sympathy for their loss."
- AAP
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CHURCHILL'S NAVY
The Ships, Men and Organization, 1939-1945
By Brian Lavery
Description:
For everyone who wants to cut through the myth and propaganda to understand the reality of life in the Royal Navy during World War II, this book presents all the essential facts in a highly readable and accessible form. The colourful, large-format work is enhanced by 300 illustrations that include contemporary photographs and artworks, diagrams and line drawings. In this timely follow-up to his best selling Nelson's Navy, Brian Lavery examines not only the naval campaigns, from the scuttling of the Graf Spee to the winning of the Battle of the Atlantic and the dramatic landings at Normandy, but also the administration ashore and at sea that ensured those successes.

Item #:9781844860357		Binding: Hardcover
Era: World War II		Number of Pages:288
Number of Photos:300	Total Number of Illustrations:300
Date Available:10/25/2006

The author casts a lucid eye over the strengths and weaknesses of a naval organization under acute strain that managed to rise to the challenge of war. He delves into all areas of the Royal Navy, from the ships and crews of the battle fleet to the fleet air arm and submarine service, coastal forces, and combined operations, and he covers all aspects of personnel, from the Admiralty to the Able Seaman. Lavery also takes a careful look at the merits of technological advances in ship design, armament, and sensors and of naval customs and tradition and sets them in the context of the period.
Brian Lavery is a world-renowned naval historian and author of many books including Churchill Goes to War, In Which They Served, and Nelson's Navy.
READERS REVIEWS:
5/5Rule Britannia…Don’t be misled by the title, which is taken from Lavery's previous "Nelson's Navy, The Ships, Men and Organisation 1793-1815". Churchill is only mentioned when he is pertinent to a topic under discussion.
The table of contents gives an idea of the scope of the work: The Royal Navy in Peace and War; The Structure of Naval Power; Enemies and Allies; The Ships; Naval Society and Culture; Officers and Ratings; The Battle Fleet; Naval Aviation; The Submarine Service; Escorts; The Coastal Navies; Amphibious Warfare; Conclusion. All is followed by appendices, abbreviations, notes, bibliography, picture credits and an index crammed into 287 pages. It is lavishly illustrated with mostly fresh photographs.
The Royal Navy is lovingly presented with no apologies about deficiencies and no chauvinism! The Conclusion which says in part, "Without the Second World War, the Royal Navy would seem very different from a historian's perspective, looking back to the faraway days of Nelson for its last great triumphs. . . But in its conduct in the Second World War allows it to be remember as one of the decisive forces of the twentieth century, which prevented the invasion of Britain in 1940, struggled for control of the Mediterranean, fought the longest campaign of all in the Battle of the Atlantic, and put much of the Allied armies ashore in Normandy in 1944." puts Mr. Lavery's effort near the top for such books and cries for similar treatment of the other great navies of the war!
Well Said and Well Done!	David Dickson

4/5Great writing poorly produced! Brian Lavery has once again served up a fine meal for naval history buffs. A sequel, of sorts, to his magnificent "Nelson's Navy," the book is marred by a number of typos (such as "the" when "they" is meant) and even more distractingly, paragraphs are occasionally misplaced and even repeated. I don't ever recall seeing this many errors in a book. Lavery deserves better! Matthew C. Medford

4/5Not Churchillian!	An interesting book about the British Royal Navy, i.e., organization, structure, and so on. While title says "Churchill's Navy", I haven't yet detected anything about Churchill in the book. So for you Churchill fans, as am I, this isn't about Churchill. Nevertheless, it does do a good job of explaining British Royal Navy organization, buzzwords, and so on. Just don't buy it if you want to read Churchill or about Churchill. As an example, ever wonder what the First Sea Lord does, or if there is a Second Sea Lord (there is), or a Third Sea Lord (yep, one of those), or a Fourth...... This book will let you know about this type of stuff, and it's useful for that.		Anon
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UNDERSIEGE
U
nder Siege is a1992action film. Directed by Andrew Davis, it stars Steven Seagal as a former Navy SEAL who must stop a group of mercenaries, led by Tommy Lee Jones, on a U.S. Navy battleship.
Under Siege was followed by a 1995sequel, Under Siege 2: Dark Territory.

Plot:
A band of ruthless mercenaries, led by psychopathic ex-CIA agent William Strannix (Jones), board the American battleship USS Missouri during her final voyage to steal its arsenal of nuclear Tomahawk Cruise Missiles. They arrive in the guise of a group of musicians and caterers hired for a surprise birthday party for the captain, and they seize control of the ship with the help of the corrupt and psychotically unstable Executive Officer, Commander Krill (Gary Busey). They plan to sell the nuclear weapons on the black market by unloading them onto a renegade submarine Strannix had covertly stolen from North Korea while on a previous CIA mission. Several of the officers are killed during the takeover, including Captain Adams (Patrick O'Neal); the rest of the ship's company are imprisoned below decks in the forecastle save for stragglers in secured areas. Strannix and his men also take over the ship's weapon systems for defense, shooting down an F/A-18 Hornet, and plan on covering their escape by launching a missile strike into Honolulu that will obliterate tracking systems in Pearl Harbor (at the cost of many lives).
The only thing in their way is the ship's cook Casey Ryback (Steven Seagal), who is really a Chief Petty Officer and former Navy SEAL with extensive special-weapons and counter-terrorism training. He was relegated to his current posting for striking an officer who had gotten his men killed in a botched commando mission during the invasion of Panama. He had lost his security clearance and was only able to serve as a yeoman or a cook. At the beginning of the film, he was making bouillabaisse for the captain's birthday.
Prior to the invasion, an anxious Krill provokes a brawl in the galley with Ryback. Ryback assaults the officer, and Krill, unable to imprison him in the brig without clearance (or attracting attention), detains Ryback in a freezer. After the ship is captured, Krill finally recalls Ryback and Strannix offhandedly send two mercenaries to eliminate him. Instead, Ryback dispatches the unsuspecting mercenaries and proceeds to cause havoc amongst the boarders with the limited help of Playboy Playmate "Miss July '89" Jordan Tate (Erika Eleniak), an innocent civilian and stripper hired for the festivities. Krill responds by attempting to drown his own crew in the forecastle using the fire extinguisher system, and ambushing Ryback should he attempt a rescue. Ryback locates a group of sailors in hiding and with them engages a successful counter-strike, saving the crew and decimating a considerable size of Strannix's forces. As Strannix's men regroup, Ryback shuts down the Missouri's weapon systems, leaving the craft vulnerable to an incoming Navy SEAL team.
As the battle for the ship continues, the submarine crew shoot down both the Navy SEAL troop transport and its AH-64 Apache escort with shoulder-fired surface-to-air missiles. The Pentagon responds by ordering an airstrike that will destroy the Missouri and all aboard. Strannix regains control of the ship's weapon systems, and the Tomahawks are finally loaded onto the North Korean submarine, departing with Krill on board. With the aid of Jordan and his fellow sailors, Ryback uses the battleship's guns, still not yet decommissioned, to sink the submarine with Krill still inside.
With his plan collapsing around him, Strannix goes mad, ordering the remaining mercenaries out of the control room as he launches two nuclear-tipped Tomahawks towards Honolulu. One of the two missiles is destroyed by fire from a fighter jet, but the other continues on its course. As the sailors recapture the ship, Ryback finds his way into the control room, where he is caught off guard and captured by Strannix. Strannix becomes crazed and rants to Ryback about their mutual "master", letting his guard down long enough for Ryback to brutally kill him and take the launch codes needed to destroy the remaining missile. The holocaust on Honolulu is narrowly averted, as is the Pentagon's airstrike on the Missouri.
At the end, the remaining crewmembers are freed from their below-deck prison as the ship sails towards harbor. As he is checked by a doctor, Ryback kisses Jordan Tate as the crew looks on and cheers. The film ends with a ceremony being held on the decks of the Missouri, showing Captain Adams' casket with flag draped, and Ryback is shown saluting in his dress uniform in the final scene.
Cast:
Steven Seagal ... Casey Ryback
Tommy Lee Jones ... William Strannix
Gary Busey... Commander Krill
Erika Eleniak ... Jordan Tate
Colm Meaney ... Doumer
Patrick O'Neal ... Captain Adams
Andy Romano ... Admiral Bates
Dale Dye ... Captain Garza
Nick Mancuso ... Tom Breaker
Damian Chapa ... Tackman
Tom Wood ... Private Nash
Troy Evans... Granger
David McKnight ... Flicker
Lee Hinton ... Cue Ball
Glenn Morshower... Ensign Taylor
Leo Alexander ... Lieutenant Smart
John Rottger ... Commander Green
Production and distribution:
Based on an original screenplay by J. F. Lawton, Under Siege was rated 'R' ('Restricted') by the MPAA. The UK release was edited for violence to get a more commercial 15 certificate. Ten seconds were removed from the film, chiefly from the workshop fight and a shot of Seagal ripping out a man's throat. It was followed by a sequel, Under Siege 2: Dark Territory.
The film makes extensive use of the IntroVision process, a variation of front projection that allows realistic three-dimensional interaction of foreground characters with projected backgrounds without the heavy cost of traditional bluescreen effects. The technique was also used in the films Outland, Megaforce, Army of Darkness and Andrew Davis' The Fugitive.

[bookmark: Critical_and_box_office_reception]Critical and box office reception:
On its opening weekend, Under Siege made $15,760,003 from 2,042 theatres, with a $7,717 average. From there, it went on to make $83,563,139. Worldwide, it made $156,563,139.
The movie was also a critical success, with many hailing Tommy Lee Jones and Gary Busey as the villains. Rotten Tomatoes.com currently has a 74% fresh rating on the film.
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A pirate walks into a bar with a peg leg, a parrot on his shoulder, and a steering wheel on his pants. The bartender says, "Hey, you've got a steering wheel on your pants!"
The pirate says, "Arrrrh, I know, it's driving me nuts!"
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