Rooty Hill & Districts Sub-Section





July 2009
Volume: 2, Issue: 6.
Compiled & Published by Peter Hamrol






PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

- 42 -

Page - 48 - of 48



G’day to all our Matelot Mates and readers, welcome to the “KEEL-HAULER”, our sub-Section’s monthly newsletter. Have a yarn, joke or any subject related to anything that is of a maritime nature and you want to have it publicised in the newsletter, then contact the Editor [Email: eggsngr@gmail.com] and I’ll endeavour to have it printed.

Front Cover

Spanish Admiral Cervara's flagship the INFANTA MARIA TERESA was one of the prides of the Spanish Fleet. Aboard her the unhappy Admiral led his fleet across the Atlantic to what he knew could only be its doom in Cuban waters. She was lost at the Battle of Santiago.

Reunions & Ships’ Associations News

BOOK YOUR NEXT REUNION FOR YOUR ASSOCIATION AT
Rooty Hill RSL 
55 Sherbrooke St, Rooty Hill, NSW, 2766 Tel: (02) 9625 5500
Web: www.rootyhillrsl.com.au
Email: info@rootyhillrsl.com.au

RAN RADIO MECHANICS ASSOCIATION: VICTORIAN MEETING 
At Dandenong RSL, Wednesday 12th August, 2009 at 1130. 
Ex RAN Radio & Radar Mechanics are invited to join our Association, our next Reunion will be in 2010.
Contact: John F. Laughton JP, 36 Tamarisk Rd Narre Warren Vic 3805.
Phone: 03 9704 7799		Mobile: 0417 336 423
Email: johnfl@aapt.net.au or jlaughton@southeastrsl.com.au

September 2009
HMAS BATAAN
A reunion will be held in Caloundra for all ship’s crews. 
For further information contact; John Laughton
Phone - 03.9704.7799 or 0417.336.423
Email: johnfl@aapt.net.au
September, 2009
HMAS MORESBY ALL CREWS REUNION
A reunion is planned to be held in Canberra for all who served on HMAS MORESBY. For further information contact Allan Watt
Phone:  02.6686.8324	
Email:    jakknco@bigpond.net.au

14th – 18th October, 2009
HMAS HOBART NATIONAL REUNION         
[Bundaberg] ALL WELCOME, for further information contact: Dick Harrison Phone 07. 4159 8348
Or send an email to: dick.coralcoast@bigpond.com

23rd to 26th October 2009	
RAN BATTLE CLASS SOCIAL CLUB ANNUAL NATIONAL REUNION [ADELAIDE]

20th to 22nd of November 2009
BALLINA ALL SHIPS REUNION 
For further information contact Merv Stevens at email address:  snake@tadaust.org.au

July 2010
FIFTY YEARS OF JUNIOR RECRUITS REUNION (TO BE HELD IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA).
A group of like-minded men have taken up the challenge and formed a committee to ensure that a reunion is held at Leeuwin Barracks (HMAS Leeuwin) in the West, to recognise this major occasion: The 50th Anniversary of the commencement Junior Recruits Training Scheme (13th July 1960). This invitation is extended to all JR’s of all Intakes, from HMAS LEEUWIN AND HMAS CERBERUS, Divisional Staff, Academic Instructors and Office Staff.  Since the Junior Recruit Training Scheme started, in excess of 13,000 JR’s took up the challenge and were trained both at Leeuwin and Cerberus.  Many continued on and were promoted through the system to Petty Officers, Chief Petty Officers, Warrant Officers, General and Special Duties List Officers.  Of those who joined, 12,074 graduated.
We are starting this project now to give everyone plenty of time to organise and plan their holidays around this very special and once in a lifetime event.  We are all now part of a special group of men in naval history and the committee invites you to share in this celebration.
The committee envisages this to be a three to five day event that will give everyone a good chance to catch up with “old oppos”.  
Apart from the Registration function and a Gala celebration function on the 13th, a recuperative function the following day, there will be a range of other activities to choose from (TBA in future newsletters).
To enable us to proceed in a professional manner, we need your support by sending us a $10 per person registration fee.  This will cover the cost of the website, postage and other administrative costs. This form is under Registration Details. If you wish to make a donation to the memorial, you may do so on this form and that money will be transferred to the memorial committee.
We would appreciate the completion of this form and ask you to return it ASAP.  Obviously, the bigger the number of attendees then the bigger and better the functions will be. We hope you will be attending this very special event.
A memorial, as a tribute to all Junior Recruits, is scheduled to be unveiled at Leeuwin Barracks on 13th July 2010 – the exact 50th Anniversary. This memorial project is being co-coordinated by a separate committee headed by Ken Dobbie. If you wish to make a donation to the memorial please do so via own banking facilities: The Devonport branch of Westpac. The account name is the Junior Recruit Memorial Fund Inc.” (BSB 037 604 Account 227 096)
H.M.A.S. MELBOURNE REUNION
The H.M.A.S. Melbourne Association is contemplating a reunion in 2010. Nowra N.S.W. will most probably be the location, during a weekend in September or October next year. We are looking for expressions of interest from anyone who served or had an association with any H.M.A.S. Melbourne.
If you, or anyone you know that may be interested, please contact me at sicambre@optusnet.com.au or Dean Gedling c/o H.M.A.S. Melbourne Association, P.O. Box 4011 Bradbury. N.S.W. 2560

2011
ADAMS CLASS DDG REUNION
A number for Adam's Class ships have decided to hold there next reunion in Jacksonville, Florida in 2011.
Looking forward to the possibility that the class name sake, ex-USS Charles F Adams DDG-2 may be on its way to Jacksonville as a naval museum.
The City Council of Jacksonville, Florida passed a Resolution supporting the establishment of that Naval Museum in Jacksonville.
We will be extending an invitation to the 3 Royal Australian Navy and 3 German Navy ships of the class. What an opportunity to have an international reunion.
So far the following registrations are listed:] HMAS Perth DDG-38 [14], HMAS Hobart DDG-39 [23] and HMAS Brisbane DDG-41 [17] web link http://www.adams-reunion.us-sailors.com/index.html

March 2011

Navy Writers Reunion
(Hobart)
Meet and Greet – Friday: Derwent Sailing Club or Port light Bar at Casino.
Dinner and Dance Night – Saturday: The Royal Yacht Club only 400yds from the Casino and $10 to $15 cab fare from around Hobart.
Its décor is excellent, it’s right on the water and its priced right.
BBQ - Sunday Afternoon: The Casino - has an outside BBQ area right on the water and if the weather turns nasty we can have the board walk (fully enclosed) room.
For queries please email us at scribes@ranwriters.com

23rd-26th April, 2011
6TH NATIONAL R.A.N.C.B.A. REUNION
(Adelaide)
For further information email: Barry Sherriff
bsherriff@adam.com.au

2014
RANC 50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION
Is being planned for all from 1964 Junior Entry - 1966 Senior Entry;
For further information please contact: Terry Moloney
terrymoloney44@hotmail.com


Seafarers’ Grapevine

PRELIMINARY GULF WAR NOMINAL ROLL
Is now available from the following link.
http://www.dva.gov.au/OAWG/remembering_war_dead/gulf/index.htm
14th Jan., 2009
[bookmark: 1210e110501df74e_OLE_LINK4]GULF WAR ILLNESS REVIEW WELCOMED
Source: REGULAR DEFENCE FORCE WELFARE ASSOCIATION INC.
Incorporated in the ACT: Reg No: 1496              ABN 49 929 713 439
The Defence Force Welfare Association’s National President, David Jamison, welcomed the news that the Repatriation Medical Authority is reviewing its 2003 decision that “Gulf War Illness is not a disease within the meaning of the Veterans Entitlement Act”.
That decision was made after an earlier Australian Department of Veterans’ Affairs study had reached a similar conclusion.
This new Australian review follows the release in November of a US Department of Veterans’ Affairs study which confirmed that the disease is real, and may be associated with the use of pyridostigmine bromide pills. That drug was given to Australian personnel, most of them Navy, as an antidote to possible nerve gas attacks during Gulf War I.
Australian veterans of Gulf War I will be delighted with this latest development.
Contact: David Jamison – 0416 107 557

RUDD PLANS MASSIVE EXPANSION IN NAVAL POWER
By Greg Jennett – exclusive: Source ABC News
Fri May 1, 2009
The Government is set to bolster Australia's military presence in the region with a huge funding increase to be outlined in tomorrow's Defence white paper.
Submarines, ships and cruise-missile firepower are all being upgraded in anticipation of a shift of power in the Asia Pacific from west to east.
As reported by the ABC in February, the white paper orders 12 new submarines to be built in Adelaide in the single biggest defence project in the nation's history. 
The escalation of naval power over the next two decades is immense, with the Government to commission three air warfare destroyers capable of shooting down missiles and planes. 


The white paper sets a course that will see a dramatic increase Australia's military presence in the Pacific. (AAP: Defence Public Information - Navy, file photo)
There will also be a new fleet of eight frigates to replace the ageing Anzac class ships.
To support the already ordered carrier-style transport ships, six new heavy landing ships for trucks and stores, and 24 naval combat helicopters, will be purchased.
The paper says the upgrades are all aimed at boosting capacity to move military en-masse, allowing the defence forces to "act independently where we have unique strategic interests [the Asia-Pacific region]".
In an example of Australia's new capabilities in the region, a new land-attack cruise missile able to travel almost 400 kilometres will be fitted to submarines, frigates and air warfare destroyers.
For the Air Force, 72 Joint Strike Fighters (JSFs) will be bought and, as the Superhornets are retired, another 28 JSFs will join the 100-strong fleet, all to be armed with new missiles.
There will also be up to seven high-altitude unmanned planes.
The Army gets seven new Chinook helicopters, 1,100 personnel carriers, and new rockets and mortar systems for troop protection.
Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston says the funding shows the Government's commitment to a strong defence force.
"There's nothing more important to us than the people of the ADF," he said.
Some of the funding will also help Defence's intelligence agency protect itself against foreign interference.
In an era of high-tech warfare, electronic spy agency Defence Signals Directory (DSD) will set up a Cyber Security Operations Centre to safeguard its systems.
There are no costings for the boost, but Defence is promised a real annual funding increase of more than 2 per cent for the next 20 years.
But burnt by the department's habit of blowouts, the Government has fired a shot across its bows, saying Defence will have to offset blowouts through "reforms ... are creating savings of about $20 billion".

Monday, 4 May 2009
[bookmark: 1210e110501df74e_OLE_LINK3]$9.4 MILLION TO IMPLEMENT SUICIDE STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS
The Australian Government is allocating $9.4 million in additional funding to boost mental health services for veterans and ex-serving personnel, the Minister for Veterans' Affairs, Alan Griffin, announced today.
The Government has accepted all of the recommendations of the Independent Study into Suicide in the Ex-service Community, which was released today.  The study was a 2007 election commitment by the Rudd Government, and was undertaken by Melbourne University public health specialist Professor David Dunt.
The study examined broad issues of suicide in the ex-service community and a number of specific cases of suicide in the past three years.
The Government has already met with ex-service organisations to discuss the report.
Several recommendations have practical implementation issues that will need to be discussed with the ex-service community.  Mr Griffin said the Government would continue to work in partnership with the ex-service community regarding these issues.
“Changes that will be made include the strengthening of mental health programs, including suicide prevention, and the further simplification of administrative procedures faced by those transitioning out of the Australian Defence Force, or applying for compensation.  More experienced case managers will be assigned to support clients with complex needs and DVA will increase access to mental health clinical expertise.
“The Government has ensured that funds are available so that Professor Dunt’s programs and initiatives can be implemented in a timely manner.
“Mental health in the ex-service and veteran community is a critical issue and the Government is allocating $9.4 million to fund the appropriate support.
“This funding is in addition to the Government’s recent commitment of $83 million over four years to address the gaps identified in mental health care in the ADF and transition through discharge,” Mr Griffin said.
While the suicide study found some evidence to suggest veterans may be at increased risk of health problems, and studies have shown some evidence to indicate elevated suicide risk among Australian veterans, this evidence is by no means conclusive.
However, Professor Dunt has made a series of recommendations that will help ensure the system will be more ‘user friendly’.  This should ensure those who use DVA services, and are at risk of self harm, will find it easier to get the support that they need.
Full text of the study and the Government’s response can be found at www.dva.gov.au

GOVT PLANS MASSIVE DEFENCE BOOST TO KEEP EYE ON REGION
Sat May 2, 2009
Source: ABC News
The Federal Government has revealed plans to spend hundreds of billions of dollars expanding Australia's military capability to defend itself against any threat in a changing Asia-Pacific region.


Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and the Minister for Defence, Hon Joel Fitzgibbon MP, tour HMAS STUART, lead by Commanding Officer, Commander Andrew Masters, before launching the Defence White Paper 2009 onboard HMAS STUART.

Mr Rudd launched the Government's long-term Defence blueprint onboard HMAS Stuart. (AAP: Dean Lewins)
The much-awaited Defence white paper clearly outlines the Federal Government's intention for Australia to be able to defend itself, with a focus on boosting Australia's naval and air force power.
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd launched the Government's Defence blueprint for the next 20 years onboard HMAS Stuart in Sydney Harbour this morning.
Mr Rudd says the Government will increase annual Defence spending by 3 per cent over the next decade.
"We are providing significant sustained long-term budget support ourselves in order to make sure force 2030 is not an exercise on paper but is translated into the kit and equipment which our critical three services need for the future," he said.
The white paper says new submarines, frigates and air warfare need to be acquired to assert control over the sea and air approaches to Australia.
The main expense will be the acquisition of 12 submarines, fitted with land-attack cruise missiles.
It is the largest single defence project in Australia's history.
To pay for it all, the Federal Government says the Defence Department must find saving of $20 billion over the next decade to help fund the expansion.
Many of the costs are well into the future, but the Government says it will spend $104 billion on Defence over the next four years. The cost of the expansion has not been finalised but Mr Rudd says the Defence Department can help out by operating more efficiently. 
The Government says the boost to maritime defence will allow Australia to independently defend itself from an aggressor and help maintain stability in the Asia-Pacific region.
The white paper forecasts that while the United States will remain the most powerful nation in the world for decades to come, its influence in the Asia-Pacific region is likely to decline as China's military strength grows. 
The paper says the speed of China's military build-up has the potential to cause the region concern if it is not carefully explained. 
The strategy outlined in the paper clearly shows the Government wants the Defence Force to be able to defend Australia against any potential threat and to be able to do that offshore.
The decision to acquire land-attack cruise missiles, improved satellite technology and a focus on preventing cyber and counter-satellite crime are described as a hedge against longer-term strategic uncertainty. 
But it will also be seen as a significant strengthening of Australia's defences. 
SWAN DEFENDS MILITARY SPENDING PLANS
Sun May 3, 2009
SOURCE ABC News
Federal Treasurer Wayne Swan says Australia can afford the military build-up proposed in the Government's long-term defence strategy.
The Government announced yesterday it would spend hundreds of billions of dollars to strengthen Australia's maritime defence capability over the next 20 years.
The Opposition says the Government has provided little information on how it will be paid for.


A massive investment in Australia's naval capability is the focus of the new Defence white paper. (Department of Defence)
Mr Swan has told the ABC's Insiders program he is confident the defence department can save $20 billion over the next 10 years to help out. 
"There does need to be certainty in terms of Defence Force funding, but it is true there has been in the past waste and extravagance," he said.
"We have put in place a saving strategy as part of this strategic review program, details of which will be provided further in the Budget, as will the estimates for the forward estimates."
The white paper says new submarines, frigates and air warfare capability needs to be acquired to assert control over the sea and air approaches to Australia.
The main expense will be the acquisition of 12 submarines, fitted with land-attack cruise missiles.
It is the largest single defence project in Australia's history.

FITZGIBBON FLAGS TENDER PROCESS FOR 'NEXT-GEN' SUBS
Mon May 4, 2009
Source ABC News
Defence Minister Joel Fitzgibbon says companies other than ASC may help build the next generation of submarines in South Australia.
The Defence white paper released at the weekend detailed plans to build 12 submarines for at least $35 billion.
Prior to the last election in 2007 Labor said the next submarines would be built by ASC in Adelaide.
Mr Fitzgibbon says the submarines will definitely be built in South Australia, but other companies may play a part.
"We want to make sure, given the fiscal constraints the government faces and given the fiscal constraints placed upon us, that this is a competitive arrangement delivering maximum value for the taxpayer," he said.
"Of course we'll have a competitive tendering process and of course ASC, a government-owned company I'll remind you, will be part of that competition."

MP BACKS NAVY CHOPPER REPLACEMENT
Mon May 4, 2009
Source ABC News
The federal Member for Gilmore, Joanna Gash, has welcomed a Federal Government commitment to replace the ageing Sea Hawk helicopters and the cancelled Seasprites.
The defence white paper includes plans to significantly increase the combat aviation capability of the Navy, based at HMAS Albatross near Nowra, with 24 advanced new helicopters.
Ms Gash says her concern is that there are not enough people to fill the roles in flying and maintaining the aircraft.
"We need personnel of course to fly the equipment and that is an issue that needs to be addressed as well, we need to encourage more people in the defence forces," she said.
"It was rather odd that we lost some of our qualified personnel to outside contracting staff so to speak and we need to encourage those people entering into the defence forces."

5th May 2009
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING SIGNED WITH UNITED STATES NAVY FOR COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF P-8A POSEIDON LONG RANGE MARITIME PATROL AIRCRAFT
I am pleased to announce that Defence has taken the first steps in a $A5 billion project to acquire a manned Maritime Patrol and Response Aircraft by signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the United States Navy (USN) to cooperatively develop upgrades to the P-8A Poseidon aircraft and support systems.
The manned aircraft, to be acquired under Project AIR7000 Phase 2, in conjunction with the Multi-mission Unmanned Aerial System, to be acquired under Project AIR 7000 Phase 1.
The P 8A is a modern, highly reliable aircraft based on the commercially-proven Boeing B737, and modified to incorporate the latest maritime surveillance and attack capabilities.
Defence will collaborate in Spiral One, the first in a series of improvements planned through the life of the P-8A. Through participation in the P-8A Spiral One cooperative development program, Defence seeks to gain information on the P-8A to support the acquisition and through life support decisions, provide opportunities for Australian industry, and influence the direction of P-8A improvements.
The 2009 Defence White Paper detailed the Government’s plans to acquire eight new maritime patrol aircraft to replace the capability currently provided by the AP-3C Orion aircraft, when that aircraft is retired in 2018 after 30 years of RAAF service.
These new aircraft will provide a highly advanced surface search radar and optical, infra-red and electronic surveillance systems.  With these systems, along with a high transit speed and the ability to conduct air- to- air refuelling, these aircraft will provide a superior capability for rapid area search and identification tasks.  They will also provide a highly advanced anti- submarine warfare capability, including the ability to engage submarines using air- launched torpedoes.

Wed May 6, 2009
$30M NAVY PROJECT TO SPARK PORT EXPANSION
Source: ABC News by Murray Cornish
A Federal Government commitment to naval operations in Townsville, in north Queensland, is expected to lead to a $50 million expansion of port facilities.
The Commonwealth has committed $30 million to upgrade unloading facilities for its new naval heavy landing ships, and the Port of Townsville wants to lengthen berth 10 at the same time.
Port chief executive Barry Holden says there is no figure on the work, but it is expected to significantly improve the port's capabilities.
"This berth is currently used by small vessels trading mainly with Papua New Guinea," he said.
"After the expansion, the berth with be available for much larger ships, which gives us much greater flexibility and improves the efficiency of the port overall.
"Tenders have been called and closed for the engineering design of the facility. That'll allow us to get some pretty accurate numbers.
"When the design is finished, we've got to go through the approval process with our shareholding ministers, and we'll be looking at progressing that as soon as possible to meet time lines for the delivery of these new vessels."

Wednesday, 6 May 2009
UPGRADE OF PORT FACILITIES, TOWNSVILLE
The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP, announced today that existing port facilities in Townsville will be upgraded ahead of the introduction into service of Navy’s Landing Helicopter Dock ships in 2014.
“Townsville is a highly significant Defence city.  It is one of two primary locations for mounting Australian Defence Force operations, and will be essential for the loading and offloading of the Navy’s Landing Helicopter Dock ships when they enter service from 2014,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
The Port of Townsville development plans have identified the need to upgrade Berth 10 to accommodate Handymax size commercial ships.  This development would not accommodate the Royal Australian Navy’s Landing Helicopter Dock ships.
The requirement for a berth that could accommodate the new ships was not foreseen by the former Government and will be a critical piece of infrastructure for the Townsville community, as outlined in the 2009 Defence White Paper.
“I look forward to working closely with the Port of Townsville to seek an enhanced Berth 10 upgrade, to include Defence’s requirements for the larger (Panamax size) Landing Helicopter Dock ships.”
The enhanced upgrade would include lengthening the existing Berth 10 to approximately 230 metres and strengthening the berth to accommodate the movement of heavy armoured vehicles and equipment.
“An extended Berth 10 would also provide valuable berthing space for other visiting Royal Australian Navy and allied warships, enhancing the capacity of the port to support major exercises.  The Port of Townsville has already indicated its support, in principle, to this innovative proposal although detailed funding arrangements have yet to be agreed.”
This significant project will see nearly $50 million dollars injected directly into the Townsville community over the next four years. The benefits of this enhanced wharf will be not only for Defence, but for all the users of the Port of Townsville.
Townsville will also be the beneficiary of an enhanced naval aviation fuel storage facility. These facilities will be capable of supporting aircraft operation from the new Landing Helicopter Dock ships as well as other visiting warships.
“This is a vital element in ensuring that our troops going on operation or exercise will have all the support they need,” said Mr Fitzgibbon.
Investment in new facilities will guarantee the availability and supply of aviation fuel to Royal Australian Navy ships for at least the next 25 years.

NORTHERN TRIDENT 2009:
HMAS BALLARAT BOARDING TEAM EXERCISE CONDUCTED ONBOARD HMAS SYDNEY


HMAS SYDNEY berths alongside Trinity Wharf in Cairns for refuelling.

HMAS BALLARAT Boarding Team Exercise conducted onboard HMAS SYDNEY

HMAS BALLARAT during the Replenishment At Sea evolution with USNS RAPPAHANNOCK.

HMAS BALLARAT (left) and HMAS SYDNEY (right) during the Replenishment At Sea evolution with USNS RAPPAHANNOCK.

HMAS SYDNEY and HMAS BALLARAT are currently on the first leg of Operation Northern Trident, a worldwide deployment aimed at supporting Government of Australia priorities in selected Western, European, North America and Asian Countries.
May 06, 2009
CHINA A 'PEACEFUL FORCE' IN BEIJING'S RESPONSE TO DEFENCE PAPER
Michael Sainsbury and Cameron Stewart; ‘The Australian’
CHINA has called for Australia and other countries to have a more objective approach to its rising military power, in its first official response to the Rudd Government's defence white paper.
"China is a peaceful force that forms no threat to any other countries," Foreign Ministry spokesman Ma Zhong Xu said in answer to questions from The Australian. "(We hope) neighbour countries will view China's military build-up objectively, without bias."


R.A.N.'s Anzac-class frigate HMAS Parramatta (on patrol in the North Persian Gulf). Picture: Defence

Public response to the white paper in China has been subdued as Australian diplomats work behind the scenes in an attempt to quell any disquiet over the new document, which calls for a major Australian naval build-up to counter the rise of China. 
The Chinese navy has almost doubled the number of secret long-distance patrols conducted by its submarines in the past year, reflecting its growing assertiveness in the region. 
Australia's spy agencies noted the jump in Chinese submarine activity at the same time as military chiefs were penning the new defence white paper, released last week, which called for a doubling of the Royal Australian Navy's future submarine fleet. 
In Washington yesterday, the chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Michael Mullen, said the US would need to work more closely with Pacific allies such as Australia to respond to Beijing's increasing military capabilities. 
He said the US and Australia would have to do more to build trust with China but he warned that Beijing needed to be more transparent about its big increases in defence spending to ensure there were no "miscalculations" in the Asia-Pacific. 
Admiral Michael Mullen told a defence conference in Washington that China's build-up of sea and military air power appeared to be aimed at counterbalancing US power in the Pacific. 
"They are developing capabilities that are very maritime focused, maritime and air focused, and in many ways, very much focused on us," he said. 
His comments are in line with the Pentagon's strategic assessments of Beijing's growing military might and echo the Rudd Government's defence white paper released at the weekend which focused on the rise of China. 
Mr Ma declined to say how China's leaders had reacted to the white paper or whether the new defence strategy would have any bearing in free trade talks. 
Trade Minister Simon Crean begins his second visit in a month to China today. Mr Crean will visit the southern province of Yunnan, which has strong trade links with Australia, as well as Shanghai. 
Australia's navy will continue to be dwarfed by those of China, India and Japan even if the Government achieves its white-paper plans to substantially boost naval firepower. 
The white paper foreshadows the largest naval build-up since World War II with the acquisition of three air warfare destroyers, eight new powerful frigates, 12 new submarines, new naval helicopters and 20 beefed-up patrol craft by 2030. 
But the navies of China and India are expanding at a much faster rate, and Australia is likely to struggle to maintain its relative strategic weight in the region. 
China's naval chief, Admiral Wu Shengli, said last month his navy would "move faster in researching and building new-generation weapons to boost the ability to fight regional sea wars". 
China is upgrading and expanding its fleet of 74 combat ships as well as acquiring new amphibious boats that can transport a battalion group of troops. 
It is also upgrading its 60-boat submarine fleet, which includes at least two nuclear missile launching vessels, and is believed to be planning an aircraft carrier. 
US naval intelligence recently reported a declassified assessment of Chinese submarine activity that found the number of long-distance Chinese submarine patrols rose to 12 last year compared with seven in 2007. 
This compares with two patrols in 2006 and none in 2005, showing China's naval ambitions are rapidly expanding, although its submarine activity is still much less than the US, which has in excess of 100 patrols a year. 
In November 2007, US military chiefs were caught by surprise when a Chinese submarine surfaced near the supercarrier USS Kitty Hawk in the middle of a US naval exercise. 
China in March unveiled its official military budget for this year of $US70.24 billion, the latest in nearly two decades of double-digit rises in declared defence spending. Undeclared spending is believed to be substantially higher. 
Despite Beijing's attempts to develop a blue-water navy that can project military power far from China's shores, Australia believes will be several decades before it could threaten US dominance in the Pacific. 
India is the other Asian power building up long-range strategic naval capabilities in the region. 
New Delhi plans to increase the size of its navy by more than 20 per cent by 2017 with plans to include modern aircraft carriers to replace its single, 50-year-old carrier the INS Viraat. 
However, Australia's nearest large neighbour, Indonesia, has not joined the rush to expand its naval reach. 
Additional reporting: Geoff Elliott, Stephen Fitzpatrick

Wednesday, 06 May 2009
THE WHITE PAPER AND DARWIN
The Prime Minister and the Minister for Defence released the most comprehensive Defence White Paper ever produced by an Australian Government on 2 May 2009.
The new White Paper affirms the Rudd Government’s commitment to the defence of Australia, the security and stability of the regional security environment, and a rules-based global security order.
The primary outcome of the White Paper is to build a future force required for the defence of Australia and the security of the immediate region.
This is a White Paper that delivers a comprehensive and balanced Australian Defence Force.  There is a significant concentration of Australian Defence Force assets in the Darwin region and this is recognised in the White Paper.
Darwin is, and will continue to be, of significant strategic importance to Defence.  It is one of two primary locations for mounting ADF operations, and will be essential for the loading and offloading of the Navy’s Landing Helicopter Dock ships when they enter service from 2014.
“To maximise the effectiveness of Navy’s new amphibious capability, it is essential to enhance existing port facilities ahead of the introduction into service of these ships,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
The Darwin Port Corporation is planning to further develop East Arm Port, as part of the Northern Territory Government’s East Arm Wharf Master Plan.  The Darwin Port Corporation is considering two site options for the provision of a hardened boat ramp facility at East Arm Port.
While the location of the boat ramp has yet to be finalised, Darwin Port Corporation has provided its agreement, in principle, to such a facility being constructed to meet Defence and commercial user requirements.
Defence is working closely with the Darwin Port Corporation and the Northern Territory Government regarding the Defence contribution towards this proposal.
The Government will fund provision of the hardened boat ramp.  However, as commercial users may also utilise this facility a joint venture with the Darwin Port Corporation is being pursued.
Over the next 20 years, the Navy will be significantly enhanced.  This enhancement includes 20 new Offshore Combatant Vessels equipped with modular mission systems that will incorporate the capabilities presently provided by the separate patrol boat, hydrographic and mine hunter fleets.  Darwin is expected to feature in the delivery of these vessels.
The new Army force structure will enable our soldiers to operate as combined-arms teams.  Of note for the Army in Darwin, the new Combat Vehicle System will provide around 1,100 vehicles with greatly improved firepower, protection and mobility.  There will also be around 7,000 new support vehicles to completely replace the various fleets of wheeled transport and logistic support vehicles.
Linking in with the Navy and Army, the Air Force will assist in providing the strength to protect and defend our maritime and air approaches.  Through the combination of skilled people, new highly capable aircraft and weapons, the Air Force will continue to offer the Government air superiority, maritime strike, long-range strategic strike, offensive air support and close air support capability options.
“This is a necessary White Paper that brings with it essential reforms of how Defence is managed to deliver the Defence Force Australia needs and deserves,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.

FIRST NEW SUBMARINE CONTRACT AWARDED
Posted Wed May 6, 2009 2:08pm AEST
Source ABC News
A battery-manufacturing company from Adelaide's western suburbs has been awarded the first contract to work on research and development for 12 planned new submarines.
Pacific Marine Batteries already supplies batteries for the Collins class submarines.
The company says it has hired 20 engineers and technicians to design a battery that may be used to power the new submarines.
The South Australian Premier, Mike Rann, says the research and development contract for a battery is an important one.
"At the moment each Collins class submarine carries about 450 tonnes of batteries, but the next generation of submarines is going to need about 650 tonnes of batteries and they're going to have to have a longer life, because the new submarines are going to have a longer range and are going to spend longer under water," he said.

Thursday, 7 May 2009
JP2048 PHASE 3 AMPHIBIOUS WATERCRAFT REPLACEMENT
The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP, today announced first pass approval for a number of landing craft to complement the two new CANBERRA class Landing Helicopter Dock (LHD) amphibious assault ships currently under construction for the Royal Australian Navy.
These landing craft - to be acquired under Phase 3 Joint Project 2048 - will enable the CANBERRA class LHD ships to conduct operations ‘over the shore’, where there are no fixed port facilities.
Mr Fitzgibbon said the landing craft will be able to lift heavy equipment which may be embarked on the ships, including the new M1A1 Abrams tank in service with the Australian Army and transport it to shore. The Minister was visiting Robertson Barracks to discuss the 2009 Defence White Paper with the women and men of 1 Brigade, including the benefits that will follow for the Defence community in Darwin.
“During the next stage of the project, Defence will seek offers from Navantia for the construction and delivery of the LCM-1E landing craft. This landing craft is designed for inter-operability with the CANBERRA class LHD and is in service with the Spanish Navy,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
A final decision on the LCM-1E will be made by Government in 2010, once Defence has developed more accurate cost information and can consider offers to be sought from Navantia. Options to build the LCM-1E in Australia will also be considered.
Mr Fitzgibbon said once delivered, the LHDs and landing craft will form part of the Australian Defence Force’s (ADF) broader amphibious deployment and sustainment system.
“An effective amphibious capability will form a critical component of the ADF’s ability to operate in our region.  Improving the facilities of the port to accommodate the new large troop carrying vessels identified in the White Paper is a key priority,” said Mr Fitzgibbon.
The Minister also met with the Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, the Hon. Paul Henderson MLA, and discussed the way forward on greater collaboration between Defence and the Northern Territory Government.
“Defence's planned investment in these port facilities reinforces the Government's commitment to Darwin as a strategic location for future Defence planning,” Mr Fitzgibbon concluded.

[bookmark: 1212d19c5e7bb9b7_OLE_LINK1]07 May 2009
EXCHANGE LONG LOOK 2009
POMT Mason-Powell is currently on Exchange Long Look 2009, serving on Her Majesty's Ship (HMS) LIVERPOOL, a type 42 Destroyer based at Portsmouth.
PO Mason-Powell's Great-Great Grandfather was killed in the Great War and is buried at Villers-Bretonneux.
The exchange program with the Royal Navy has given PO Mason-Powell the first opportunity to visit his Great-Great Grandfather’s grave at the Somme, Villers-Bretonneux in Northern France.
During March to July, fourteen Royal Australian Navy Officers and Sailors are given the opportunity to reside in the United Kingdom, either at an RN base or being deployed at sea.

Petty Officer Marine Technician (POMT) Tyron Mason Powell pays respects to his Great-Great Grandfather, Lieutenant James Bruce, Australian Imperial Force (AIF) at Villers-Bretonneux, the Somme in Northern France.
Learning new procedures, being exposed to a new environment and sharing and learning valuable knowledge with the Royal Navy are key elements to the exchange program.
Royal Australian Navy members are spread as far north as a submarine base in Faslane, Scotland to the southern tip of the United Kingdom in Portsmouth, the West Country in Plymouth and one sailor at sea off North Africa.
In PO Mason-Powell’s words ‘The Long Look exchange program is a great experience. Working with the Royal Navy, observing operations and procedures first hand has been invaluable’.
Exchange Long Look Participants return to Australia in late July.



Thursday 7th May 2009
BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA COMMEMORATION
Colonel Andrew Britsschgi USAF Defence Attaché and Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Russ Crane AM, CSM, RAN: Saluting after laying a wreath during the battle of the Coral Sea Commemoration service at Sir Thomas Blamey Square, Canberra.

07 May 2009
NAVY AIRCREWMAN HONOURED AT NSW GOVERNMENT HOUSE
Nowra-based Aircrewman, Petty Officer Benjamin Sime, has been awarded the prestigious Medal for Gallantry by the New South Wales Governor in recognition of outstanding heroism during a terrorist attack in the Middle East.

Petty Officer Benjamin Sime was decorated with a Medal for Gallantry by Her Excellency the Governor of New South Wales, Professor Marie Bashir AC, CVO, at a Ceremony at Government House.
POA Sime’s achievement was recognised in this year’s Australia Day Honours; however, yesterday he was actually presented his Medal for Gallantry by Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO, the Governor of New South Wales during a ceremony at Government House. 
In 2004, while deployed on HMAS Stuart during Operation Catalyst, POA Sime was in a Navy Seahawk helicopter conducting a surface search when terrorists launched a coordinated attack on two Iraqi oil terminals. Several American sailors from USS Firebolt were critically injured. 
POA Sime jumped 10 feet from the Seahawk aircraft into the water to assist one of the badly injured sailors until a rescue boat arrived.

08 May 2009
HMAS ALBANY, ATTACK ONE, BOARD SUSPECTED ILLEGAL ENTRY VESSEL
A suspected illegal entry vessel was intercepted on 25 Apr 09 by the Royal Australian Navy patrol boat HMAS Albany, operating under the control of Border Protection Command, 90 nautical miles south-west of Ashmore Island, approximately 900 kilometres from Darwin. 
The vessel sighting was confirmed by a Customs and Border Protection Command Dash 8 aircraft following an alert by an oil rig tender vessel to the Customs and Border Protection hotline.
Within an hour of receiving the alert, the Royal Australian Navy patrol boat HMAS Albany had intercepted the boat.
The boat was intercepted in international waters and the group has voluntarily transferred from their boat to the HMAS Albany. 
Initial indications are that there are approximately 2 crew and 54 passengers on board.


The crew of HMAS Albany, Attack One, board suspected illegal entry vessel (SIEV) 38.

$8B DESTROYER CONTRACT FOR NEWCASTLE
Sat May 9, 2009
Source ABC News
The Defence Department says more than 400 jobs will be created when work gets underway on the Navy's new $8 billion air warfare destroyers. 
Newcastle ship building company Forgacs Engineering and AIM-TEK in Cairns have been chosen as the two preferred tenderers to build the ship's hull modules. 
Defence Minister and Federal Member for Hunter Joel Fitzgibbon will outline the $400 million contract in Newcastle this morning. 
Mr Fitzgibbon says it will be a significant boost to the regional economies.
"The AWD project is an $8 billion project. The ships will be constructed around the country and then assembled in South Australia," he said.
"This is the contract for the 'hull modules' and the work will be shared between Forgacs in Newcastle and a Cairns-based company. It's big news, good news for both of those regions."
He says it is a massive project.
We are building three ships over a number of years, this is a huge contract for Forgacs," he said.
"It means work for many years; it means at least 200 jobs and a lot of cash into the local economy."

FORCE 2030
The publication "Force 2030 - Your Guide to the 2009 Defence White Paper" is available for downloading as a PDF at
http://www.defence.gov.au/publications/White%20Paper%20Booklet.pdf
The Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon (MP)
Minister for Defence
AUSTRALIAN NAVY SHIPS IN MINOR COLLISION
Sun May 10, 2009
Source ABC News 
Two Australian naval ships have had a minor accident as they docked on a stopover in India.
HMAS Sydney berthed at the dock in Cochin in India's south-east, and HMAS Ballarat tried to berth next to it, but its stern slightly damaged some flight deck nets on the Sydney.
Australian engineers will further examine the damage later today.
India has offered its assistance with any needed repairs.
The ships are on a six-month tour of North America, Europe and northern Asia.

NEWCASTLE COMPANY WINS NAVY CONTRACT
Mon May 11, 2009
Source ABC News
A Newcastle-based company has won a major contract to build ships for the Australian Navy.


The NSW Premier says the whole Hunter region will benefit (Department of Defence)
Forgacs Engineering will build parts of the hulls for three new air-warfare destroyers.
New South Wales Premier Nathan Rees says such contracts are usually won by firms in Adelaide.
"The quality of the submission and our payroll-tax concession made it a more compelling bid on a financial basis," he said. 
"It means that the Hunter will have new opportunities to secure these good jobs and that there's recognition of the engineering and construction capacity and the skills in the Hunter region.
"So it’s very good news for the Hunter; some 200 jobs, which is needed in the face of the global recession."
Mr Rees says the whole of the Hunter region is expected to benefit from the contract.
"$10 million [will be] injected into the local community," he said.
"But it is a complex contract, each of the blocks which fit together to make the hull will be huge, the average size is around 200-tonnes and that will be complemented by advanced electrical fittings. 
"So a complex job, with lots of jobs, for an extended period."
Twelve companies competed for the contract.

Monday, 11 May 2009
EASIER CLAIM PROCESS BEING TRIALLED
An easier process for veterans and ex-service personnel to claim compensation and benefits is a step closer with a new trial commencing this month, the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin, said today.
Mr Griffin said a new single claim process will make accessing compensation more straightforward for those veterans and ex-service personnel who may have entitlements under more than one Act administered by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
“Depending on their service, veterans and ex-service personnel may be entitled to benefits under three different Acts – the Veterans Entitlements Act 1986, the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004,” Mr Griffin said.
“To date, veterans wanting to claim under more than one Act needed to submit a separate claim form for each Act.
“The new process being trialled will see veterans lodge one single claim form for compensation and benefits available under any of these three Acts, cutting down the unnecessary paperwork for veterans.”
Mr Griffin said understanding which legislation relates to their claims can be confusing for veterans and ex-service personnel. 
“The introduction of a single claim form will help reduce this confusion and is an important step forward in improving the overall claim process for veterans,” he said.
The new process will be trialled over the next two months in Perth, Melbourne and Brisbane, working with specific veteran advocacy centres located in these states.
“My Department is working closely with ex-service organisations and members of the veteran community to ensure the new process is effective in helping veterans access their rightful entitlements and easing the claims process. If successful, the single claim process will be expanded as soon as possible,” Mr Griffin said.
This trial complements other initiatives designed to improve the transition for members leaving service, particularly those who have to deal with multiple agencies.
 
Monday, 11 May 2009
A NEW ERA FOR NAVY AVIATION IS ON THE WAY
The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP, today reinforced the strategic importance of the Navy’s Fleet Air Arm at HMAS Albatross, and foreshadowed a substantial increase in infrastructure investment on the base following the release of the 2009 Defence White Paper.
Mr Fitzgibbon toured the base and met with aircrew and maintainers from 817 Squadron, who are planning for the impending retirement of the ageing fleet of six SK-50 Sea King helicopters, which will be replaced by six advanced new MRH-90 multi-role helicopters in 2011.
During his visit, Mr Fitzgibbon observed that construction had commenced on the building of dedicated new hangers and maintenance facilities ahead of the arrival of the first of the new MRH-90s.
“This $38 million investment will ensure that HMAS Albatross has first-class facilities to operate and maintain these advanced new MRH-90s, and the construction phase will also create new job opportunities in the Nowra and Shoalhaven region,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
In recognition of the ongoing strategic importance of the Naval Air Station to Defence’s future capability needs, the Government will invest $130 million into upgrading base infrastructure under the Albatross Stage 3 Redevelopment Project, which will commence in 2010.
While at HMAS Albatross, the Minister also toured 816 Squadron and spoke with the aircrew and maintainers of the current fleet of 16 S-70B Seahawk helicopters about the Government’s plans to acquire a fleet of at least 24 new naval combat helicopters, as outlined in the 2009 Defence White Paper.
“The White Paper outlines the Government’s commitment to rectify the shortfalls in Navy’s current naval combat aviation as a matter of urgency.  These 24 new aircraft will boost Navy’s anti-submarine warfare capabilities while also possessing potent air-launched torpedoes and anti-ship missiles,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
“Albatross remains central to the Government’s plans to rebuild and revitalize Navy’s aviation capabilities after the difficult times that have fallen upon them in recent years.
Today is as much about recognising and thanking the men and women of the Navy’s Fleet Air Arm for their service, while reassuring them that they have a crucial role in our plans to build a stronger and more capable Defence Force for the 21st century,” Mr Fitzgibbon concluded.

BLUESCOPE WINS $20M NAVY CONTRACT
Mon May 11, 2009
Source ABC News
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has announced that the New South Wales Illawarra-based steel company, BlueScope Steel, has won a contract to supply steel to build new destroyers for the Royal Australian Navy.
Mr Rudd says BlueScope won the contract on its own merits and will be supplying up to $20 million worth of steel over the next six years.


The Prime Minister made the announcement on a visit to BlueScope’s Port Kembla plant today. (AAP: Paul Miller)
The Prime Minister made the announcement before attending a community employment summit for the Illawarra area, which has some of the highest unemployment levels in Australia. 
Mr Rudd says it is good news for the people of the Illawarra. 
"BlueScope Steel, an Australian company with a proud and long heritage, has beaten the world for the contract to supply steel to the air warfare destroyer project," he said.
"This is a great achievement, it shows that Australian companies can not only compete for Defence projects with the best in the world, but they can win on their own merits; which are what BlueScope has done."

GOVT TO FAST-TRACK BUYING NAVY HELICOPTERS
Mon May 11, 2009
Source ABC News
The Federal Government says it will make the purchase of 24 new naval combat helicopters a priority to make up for time lost because of the cancellation of the Seasprite contract.
Defence Minister Joel Fitzgibbon visited HMAS Albatross at Nowra today, where the new helicopters announced in the Defence white paper will be based.
The Seasprite helicopter contract would have added 11 of the aircraft to the Navy's ageing Sea Hawk helicopter fleet, but was cancelled by the Federal Government last year.
Mr Fitzgibbon says the Government cannot say when the helicopters will be delivered until its defence capability plan is released in August.
"We lost many years dealing with what now can be described as the Seasprite debacle, more than a billion dollars of taxpayers’ dollars flushed down the drain and important years lost," he said.
"So the Government is making it a priority to get on with the helicopter program to acquire those new helicopters as quickly as can be."

12 May 2009
HMA SHIPS SUCCESS AND PIRIE IN QINGDAU FOR THE CHINESE NAVY'S 60TH ANNIVERSARY FLEET REVIEW
14 countries were represented in the review, which was overseen by Chinese President by Hu Jintau onboard PLA-N SHIJIAZHUANG (116).
Quingdau is a coastal city that lies on the southern tip of China's Shandong Peninsula, also known as Tsingtau.


Qingdau hosts the Chinese Navy's 60th Anniversary Fleet Review, in the Yellow Sea.


"It’s an honour" as Leading Seaman Boatswain Mate Rudsyn Marinas pipes the still as the official piper for the reviewing ship.

Tuesday, 12th May 2009
HMAS MANOORA DEPARTS FLEET BASE EAST FOR HER SOUTH EAST ASIAN DEPLOYMENT.


Midshipman Andrew Greig (left) says goodbye to his girlfriend Lena Hughes before crossing the gangway to depart for the deployment.
 
Able Seaman (Communications and Information Systems) Anthony Thatcher stands at ease for the departure from Sydney Harbour.

Tuesday, 12 May 2009
BUDGET 2009-10: DEFENCE REMEDIATION
The Minister for Defence Joel Fitzgibbon affirmed today that the Rudd Government would invest approximately $30 billion over the decade to fill the holes in the Defence budget that have been inherited from the former Government.
“The former Government failed to recognise that funding Defence capabilities is far more complex than simply the purchase price of new equipment,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
These shortfalls are a direct result of the failings of the past Government, which did not properly fund a wide range of critical support areas across Defence or accurately calculate the costs of maintaining and operating major military equipment.  The Defence White Paper process undertook detailed examination of all major aspects of the Defence organisation, and revealed areas that had previously been significantly under-funded and required remediation.  The remediation will occur across three main areas; the Defence Capability Plan (DCP), budget provisions and the enterprise backbone.
The Government will invest almost $6 billion over the next decade to remediate the DCP, which includes almost $1 billion within the forward estimates.  The DCP remediation fills critical equipment and capability gaps that were not previously budgeted for.  This includes acquiring both new technology and replacing current equipment that is reaching obsolescence.  Examples include ensuring that the Navy has Mini Typhoon self defence systems for the ANZAC frigates, new mortar weapons for Army and the replacement of Heavy Landing Craft and Ocean-going tugs.
The Government will invest almost $18 billion over the course of the next decade to remediate budget provisions within Defence; this includes over $4 billion dollars over the forward estimates.  The remediation of Budget provisions involves the unavoidable costs associated with maintaining the current force where no, or inadequate, budget provisions had been made in the past.  The largest example being the Net Personnel and Operating (NPOC) costs for the operation and sustainment of major equipment; which includes fuel, personnel wages, spare parts, maintenance and facilities upkeep.  The NPOC shortfall totals almost $10 billion over the decade.
The Government will invest almost $6 billion over the next decade to remediate the enterprise backbone; this includes over $1 billion dollars over the forward estimates.  The support backbone involves remediating critical support areas of Defence that have been run-down over recent years, including the Defence estate and information and communications technology (ICT) systems.
One example of the remediation required in this area is the Townsville wharf.  Townsville is one of two primary locations for mounting Australian Defence Force operations, and will be essential for the loading and offloading of the Navy’s Landing Helicopter Dock ships when they enter service from 2014.
The requirement for a berth that could accommodate the new ships was deliberately not planned or funded by the former Government thereby hiding future costs associated with the Landing Helicopter Docks ships.

Tuesday, 12 May 2009
BUDGET 2009-10: $1.7 BILLION TO SUSTAIN AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE OPERATIONS
The Rudd Government has allocated $1.7 billion in 2009-10 for major Australian Defence Force operations, Minister for Defence Joel Fitzgibbon announced today.
Mr Fitzgibbon said the funding would ensure the men and women of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) were fully supported while they contributed to regional and global security.
“Australia’s commitment to ADF operations in Afghanistan and the wider Middle East Area of Operation has been allocated $1.4 billion,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
“Australia has strengthened its commitment to Afghanistan through a number of whole-of-Government initiatives, including additional training assistance to the Afghanistan National Army through additional ADF Operational Mentoring and Liaison Teams and increased support during the Afghan elections.”
Mr Fitzgibbon also welcomed the United States’ increased focus on Afghanistan, during what will be an important year for the war-torn country. By September 2009, the United States is expected to have approximately 62,000 troops in Afghanistan.
The ADF continues to adjust its basing of assets in the Middle East to optimise their support to current operations. A small number of ADF members, who remain embedded in coalition headquarters in Iraq, will withdraw by 31 July 2009.  The ADF will maintain its Security Detachment into 2010, which provides security and support for the Australian embassy and its staff in Iraq.
“$62.2 million has been allocated for operations in Iraq. Operation Kruger will provide a tailored security detail to protect the Australian Embassy in Iraq that will facilitate the movement and protection of its staff. The ADF’s contribution to Multinational Force efforts to develop a secure and stable environment in Iraq (Operation Catalyst) will cease on 31 July 2009” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
Mr Fitzgibbon said that two ongoing major overseas operations had also been funded in 2009-10, with $213.8 million being committed to East Timor and $29.6 million to the Solomon Islands.
“The Australian-led International Stabilisation Force in East Timor is made up of about 650 ADF personnel and will continue to provide a range of specified security tasks in support of the East Timorese authorities and the UN,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
“The ADF also provides around 110 military personnel to the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands. Overall, Australia’s significant contribution to both these operations in our region should not be underestimated.”
Funding of $12.6 million has also been committed for Operation Resolute in 2009-10, the ADF’s contribution to the whole-of-Government focus on domestic maritime security activities. Around 400 ADF personnel are assigned to this operation to protect Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone from illegal fishing, smuggling and unauthorised arrivals.
“The Rudd Government has made a significant budget commitment to Defence operations and will continue to work with our friends and allies in the international community to prevent terrorism and build security for the people of Iraq and Afghanistan,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
“We will also work hard with our neighbours to build stability in our region, in East Timor and the Solomon Islands, and to protect Australia’s borders and national interests.”

Tuesday, 12 May 2009
BUDGET 2009-10: DEFENCE BUDGET OVERVIEW
The Minister for Defence Joel Fitzgibbon announced today that the Rudd Government will fund the 2009 Defence White Paper and deliver Force 2030 through a robust financial plan.
Defence will have a new funding model that will provide greater long-term funding certainty and ensure that Defence has the funds it needs when it needs them.  This funding model will impose discipline on Defence spending and remediate the chronic under-funding that has been inherited from the previous Government, while ensuring Defence can purchase the military equipment outlined in the White Paper and properly support Australia’s serving women and men.
The Government will also implement a significant program of reform, aimed at cutting wasteful Defence spending while providing long-term funding certainty so that Defence can run its budget more efficiently in the future.  Efficiencies and savings generated by the Strategic Reform Program and other initiatives will drive deep changes to policy, practices and culture within Defence and deliver around $20 billion in savings across the decade.  These savings will be reinvested into priority Defence programs and capability acquisitions.  This reinvestment provides an enormous incentive for Defence to achieve the $20 billion worth of savings.
“The Strategic Reform Program, announced as part of the White Paper process, will achieve greater efficiency and implement improved business processes across areas such as non-equipment procurement, improved inventory management and information and communications technology (ICT) reform,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
The White Paper sets out some $43 billion worth of new initiatives over the decade.  These will be met in full by:
* Continuing our commitment to growing the underlying Defence budget by 3 per cent average real growth to 2017-18, as promised in the 2008 09 Budget, followed by 2.2 per cent average real growth to 2029-30.
* Fixed indexation at 2.5 per cent each year to 2029-30, the target for consumer price inflation agreed by the Australian Government and the Reserve Bank of Australia, for the purposes of Defence planning. The new Defence indexation arrangements will avoid year-to-year volatility in the Defence budget, caused by fluctuating short-term inflation movements.  Previous arrangements have undermined stable Defence planning and budget management across a full range of activities.
* A program of reform, efficiencies and savings that will generate around $20 billion worth of savings over 10 years.
These combined measures will result in Defence receiving approximately $146 billion of additional funding across the life of the White Paper to 2030.  This fully covers off the capability and other funding requirements set out in the Defence White Paper.
The Government has also committed to:
* Continued no-win, no-loss arrangements for net additional costs of overseas operations and foreign exchange risks, to assist in Defence planning and in meeting real Defence costs.
* The transfer of funding for the Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO) Service Fee from the Defence appropriation to the DMO direct appropriation.
* Defence meeting any shortfalls against the White Paper funding plan through internal efficiencies.
The range of savings planned in this Budget will be drawn from comprehensive efficiencies in administrative, sustainment, workforce, estate, and ICT functions. Out of Defence's total effort on savings, reprioritisation and reprogramming, $2 billion will be returned to the Federal Budget over the forward estimates.  These funds will be returned to Defence beyond 2015-16 in line with revised funding needs.
“Over the decade, Defence will receive approximately $308 billion under the Government’s new financial plan.  The task of delivering on the Government’s new White Paper commitments has already begun,” Mr Fitzgibbon stated today.
“The coming year will see important investments in projects and initiatives that will deliver on our promises.”
Mr Fitzgibbon said funding for the White Paper initiatives for 2009-10 include:
* Key capability acquisitions and projects such as artillery systems, replacement of light vehicles, upgraded rifles and enhancements to ADF command and control systems, satellite communications capability and counter-Improvised Explosive Device (IED) initiatives;
* Commencing work on a Cyber Security Operations Centre that will monitor threats and provide response assistance across Government and critical private sector systems and infrastructure;
* Improvements to Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) facilities, including to the Missile Simulation Centre;
* Remediation of Defence’s ICT;
* Pay improvements for non-commissioned soldiers, sailors, air men and women;
* Recruitment and workforce stabilisation initiatives for the Navy;
* Improvements to ADF healthcare;
* Greater flexibility in ADF housing and accommodation, enhancement to mental health care, remuneration and assistance to families; and
* Remediation of ageing power, water and sewerage infrastructure across our Defence bases, and refurbishment of old working and live-in accommodation.
The Government will deliver a public Defence Capability Plan (DCP) later this year.  The DCP will provide further information on the profile of White Paper acquisitions.
Mr Fitzgibbon reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to reform in Defence to ensure that Australia gets the best Defence Force our money can buy, and improved value for the tax payer over the long term.  It will also see the beginning of the reforms that will fund the White Paper and deliver Force 2030.

Tuesday 12 May 2009
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS PENSIONERS BENEFIT IN RUDD GOVERNMENT BUDGET
Source> Australian Government; Department of Veterans’ Affairs
Australia’s veterans will benefit from the Australian Government’s strong commitment to the ex-service community in the 2009-10 Veterans’ Affairs Budget.
The 2009–10 Veterans’ Affairs Budget provides funding of $11.8 billion including funding of $6.5 billion for compensation and income support, and $4.9 billion for health and health services.
“This is a responsible budget for the veteran community, providing certainty for so many in uncertain economic times, while continuing to deliver our election commitments,” Mr Griffin said.
“It builds on the work we have been doing for veterans since 2007, including ongoing improvements in health and mental health services and improving recognition of the courage and sacrifice of our veterans.”
Flowing from the Harmer Review of Pensions, the Government will allocate $1.1 billion over four years to provide extra financial support in the Veterans’ Affairs portfolio.  Over 320,000 service pensioners and war widow(er)s will benefit from the pension changes.
Single service pensioners and war widows will receive a boost to their pension of up to $32.49 a week.  Service pensioners paid the couples rate will get up to an extra $10.14 combined a week.  These increases are in addition to normal indexation and will apply from 20 September 2009.  The current system for the payment of allowances will also be simplified.
An additional $9.5 million in extra funding has been allocated to boost mental health services for veterans and ex-serving personnel, implementing all of Professor David Dunt’s recommendations arising from his Independent Study into Suicide in the Ex-service Community.  Mental health programs, including suicide prevention, will be strengthened, and administrative procedures faced by those transitioning out of the Australian Defence Force (ADF), or applying for compensation, will be further simplified.  More experienced case managers will be assigned to support clients with complex needs and access to mental health clinical expertise will increase.
The Australian Government will provide $10 million to develop the Western Front Interpretive Trail in partnership with local communities.  The project will improve facilities and interpretation at seven sites in France and Belgium where Australians fought during the First World War.  Visitors from all nations will be able to trace the course of Australian sacrifices and achievements and learn about Australia’s role at these key battlefields. 
[bookmark: 121372a46717ba7c_OLE_LINK2][bookmark: 121372a46717ba7c_OLE_LINK1]“As we move towards the centenary of the First World War, the Interpretive Trail is an appropriate way of raising awareness and recognising the contribution of Australians on the Western Front,” Mr Griffin said.
The 2009–10 Budget provides $1.0 million for a review of military rehabilitation and compensation arrangements, and a review into the cost of pharmaceuticals for war caused disabilities. This funding will help deliver on two election commitments.
Australian veterans and war widows who live overseas will no longer have to maintain an Australian bank account to receive their DVA payments, saving them from paying ongoing fees for international transfers.
Measures will be implemented to improve co-ordination across programs that support veterans and war widows in their homes, to streamline the assessment process, and to enhance service delivery through better identification of veterans’ needs.  Together with administrative efficiencies, this will result in savings of $4.2 million over four years.
The Government will spend $5.3 million in 2009-10 to pay a lump sum to all recipients of the Dependant's Pension.  This pension, which has been frozen for more than 45 years, aside from a one-off GST increase in 2000, will be converted to a one-off payment equivalent to three years of payments. New grants of the Dependant’s Pension ceased in 1985, and current payments range between 29 cents and $8.42 a fortnight.  This lump sum will be paid to all recipients at the end of September 2009, after which the pension will cease.
The Government will further extend the Defence Services Homes Insurance Scheme to eligible members of the popular Defence Home Ownership Assistance Scheme.  This will benefit an estimated 7,500 ADF and Reserve members and is part of the Government’s strategy to encourage ADF personnel retention.
During 2009-10, the Government will also complete its consideration of the recommendations of the Clarke Review that were not implemented by the previous Government.
Mr Griffin said the Veterans’ Affairs Budget is a demonstration of the Government’s understanding of the financial situation that faces veterans and their families and shows a commitment to improving both their circumstances and the system that supports them. 

Wednesday, 13 May 2009
PATROL BOAT ON SHOW
HMAS Pirie is participating in the biennial International Maritime Defence Exhibition & Conference (IMDEX Asia 2009) and associated maritime exercises in Singapore this week between 11 and 16 May.
“The Royal Australian Navy is very pleased to participate in IMDEX 2009 with an Armidale Class Patrol Boat. Pirie’s presence is show-casing Australia’s potent and modern class of patrol boat, used extensively in maritime security and border protection operations,” Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Nigel Coates, AM, RAN said.
Pirie also is participating in Western Pacific Symposium Multi-lateral Sea Exercise (WSMX) which includes a two day at sea component conducting man overboard, search and rescue, boarding exercises and underway replenishment.
“Participation in the sea exercise enhances Australia’s interoperability with other nations in the Western Pacific Symposium.  The core skills of maritime security operations provide a focus during this exercise and Pirie is benefiting from participation, whilst also demonstrating her first-class capabilities,” said Rear Admiral Coates said.
Pirie, the 5th Armidale Class Patrol boat to be commissioned into the RAN, is based in Darwin and her primary role is border protection operations, in support of fisheries enforcement and countering illegal immigration. The Armidale Class Patrol Boats also regularly take part in regional exercises within the South East Asian and Pacific regions.
Pirie is crewed by the multi-crewing initiative, where crews man the Armidale Class Patrol Boats on a rotational basis. Multi-crewing provides personnel with stability and allows the crew to plan leave, personal development activities and assists with family time.
Built in Fremantle, Western Australia, the Armidale class have a significantly increased range, endurance and sea-keeping capability, as well as greatly improved comfort and habitability in comparison to the former Fremantle class.  This enables extended tasking to offshore maritime zones, the ability to remain on task and operate in higher sea states.

Monday, 18 May 2009
AUSTRALIAN NAVY DETERS SOMALI PIRATES IN GULF OF ADEN
Source Australian Government; Department of Defence
The Royal Australian Navy Frigates, HMA Ships Sydney and Ballarat, last night came to the aid of the merchant vessel MV Dubai Princess, after she raised distress signals in the Gulf of Aden.


Pictured is Merchant Ship Dubai Princess applying anti-piracy measures.
The MV Dubai Princess claimed it was under attack from pirates, who were reported to be firing rocket propelled grenades and attempting to board the vessel by force.
The incident occurred in international waters at around 6pm Australian time, approximately 170km south of Yemen. Sydney and Ballarat responded to the distress signal while transiting though the Gulf of Aden as part of their Northern Trident 2009 deployment around the world.
As the situation developed, another merchant vessel, MV MSC Stella, was also harassed by small vessels in the same vicinity.
The Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, said the measured response by the two passing Australian ships provided security to the merchant vessels and stabilised the situation.

Suspected pirate skiff, is shadowed by HMAS SYDNEY.
 “Sydney’s Commanding Officer, Captain Peter Leavy, took the initial distress call and responded immediately in accordance with his obligations to render assistance under the Laws of the Sea,” Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston said.
“Sydney closed in on the merchant vessel and launched her embarked Sea Hawk helicopter to gain an appraisal of the situation.
“At about the same time, Ballarat went to action stations and joined the response. She was instrumental in supporting MV MSC Stella.
“It appears the situation de-escalated once Sydney and Ballarat asserted their presence at the scene and from the reports we have, no injuries were suffered by merchant sailors.
“The situation was handled with confidence by our two Navy crews in Sydney and Ballarat. Their actions were swift and decisive and have contributed to international counter-piracy efforts in the Gulf of Aden.”
HMAS Ballarat escorted the two merchant vessels, as well as six others that subsequently entered the area, to safety once the threat had eased.  HMAS Sydney remained in the area for a number of hours to report the situation to a Task Force 151 ship assigned to the counter-piracy mission.

Sydney and Ballarat have now resumed their passage through the Gulf and will continue with their Northern Trident deployment program.
Northern Trident is an international diplomatic deployment that aims to develop and enhance international relationships, global security and the defence industries of Australia.

POSTCARD FROM THE MIDDLE EAST OPERATIONAL AREA
Operation SLIPPER is Australia's military contribution to coalition efforts against international terrorism.  Under this operation our forces contribute to the efforts of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) - led International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan, aimed at preventing Afghanistan again becoming a safe haven for international terrorists, and the United States-led International Coalition Against Terrorism (ICAT) efforts in the broader Middle East.
The following R.A.N. assets support OP SLIPPER but operate outside of the land borders of Afghanistan:
RAN Major Fleet Unit (MFU) - approx 250 personnel (HMAS WARRAMUNGA) serving Central and South Persian Gulf as part of CTF 152;
Commodore Bruce Kafer [AM, CSC] and staff serving with CTF 152 in the Central and South Persian Gulf.
CTF 152 is responsible for Maritime Security Operations (MSO) in the Central and South Persian Gulf. MSO sets the conditions for security and stability in the maritime environment, which promotes stability and global prosperity. These operations complement the counter-terrorism and security efforts of regional nations and seek to disrupt violent extremists’ use of the maritime environment as a venue for attack or to transport personnel, weapons or other material.
CTF 152 was established in March 2004. It operates in regional waters with all Gulf Cooperation Council nations and complements the security of Gulf Cooperation Council nations in their own territorial waters.



HMAS WARRAMUNGA



21st April, 2009
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAINING
HMAS WARRAMUNGA sets sail in the Persian Gulf leaving from Dubai, United Arab Emirates, during Operation Slipper. The crew prepare the ship for unberthing and once underway stow all the lines and secure the forecastle.






Upper image; personnel in Damage Control Central.
Central Image; Able Seamen Matthew Hambleton (left) and Renee Gard fighting a simulated fire on the lower decks.
Lower Image; Petty Officer Mark Woodhouse (right) giving instructions to the crew on the forecastle as they leave Dubai.

25th April, 2009
HMAS WARRAMUNGA: ANZAC DAY
HMAS Warramunga remembered Anzac day with a dawn service while on operations in the Persian Gulf. A significant moment in time was captured with the Catafalque Party being made up entirely of women.

Pictured is (left to right) Petty Officer Jacqueline Tingey, Able Seaman Electronics Technician Elyssia Shearman, Able Seaman Steward Crystal Schulz, Able Seaman Medic Rebecca Lawrence and Able Seaman Communication Information Systems Christine Cervenec resting on arms.


Pictured are the crew and the RHIB being lifted onto HMAS Warramunga; Able Seaman Ashley Willoughby (left) and Leading Seaman Damien Atkins.



(Pictured left to right, standing) Leading Seaman Cook Dawn Kenwright, Petty Officer Cook Renato Franz, Leading Seaman Cook Bryan Webb, Able Seaman Cooks Renee Gard, Cook Keely Slis, Rolly Vall and Adam Myers. Pictured left to right, kneeling; Able Seaman Cooks Matthew Hambleton and Jade Delaporte.

27th April 2009
LIFE ABOARD HMAS WARRAMUNGA




Top Image; Queensland members of HMAS WARRAMUNGA out on the flight deck along with visiting federal MPs the Honourable John Bidgood and the Honourable Michael Johnson.
Bottom Image; Warrant Officer of the Navy, Warrant Officer Mark Tandy (left) meeting HMAS WARRAMUNGA's commanding officer, Commander Andrew Gordon. The ship's Warrant Officer (SWO), Warrant Officer Martin Holzberger is seen in the background.

7th May 2009
AT-SEA REPLENISHMENT IN THE GULF
HMAS Warramunga receives a Resupply At Sea (RAS) from USNS Leroy Grumman during its six month deployment in the Persian Gulf as Part of Operation Slipper.




Top Image; the USNS Leroy Grumman waits for HMAS WARRAMUNGA to move into position.
Bottom Image; a Seahawk helicopter from HMAS WARRAMUNGA doing a vertical replenishment from the USNS Leroy Grumman.

Tue May 19, 2009
AUSTRALIA MAY CONTRIBUTE SHIP TO PIRACY FIGHT
The Federal Government is considering sending a Royal Australian Navy ship to the Gulf of Aden to help protect commercial ships.
Two Australian frigates helped stop pirates from attacking ships off Somalia on Sunday night.
HMAS Sydney and HMAS Ballarat were off the Yemeni coast when they heard a distress call.
The merchant ship MV-Dubai Princess was being attacked by pirates using rocket-propelled grenades, and another was also being harassed in the same area.
The Navy says the pirates fled when the Australian ships and a Sea Hawk helicopter arrived in the area.
"It appears the scene de-escalated once Sydney and Ballarat asserted their presence," said the Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston.
"Their actions were swift and decisive and have contributed to intentional counter-piracy efforts in the Gulf of Aden."
The merchant ships were escorted to safety and the two Australian frigates have now sailed though the Gulf.
Foreign Affairs Minister Stephen Smith says the frigates happened to be there for training exercises.
He says the Government is now considering a more permanent contribution.
"We are looking at whether it's possible for us to deploy some or one naval asset to both the United States and European contingent there; we are having a careful look at it," he said.
Mr Smith says the shipping lanes through the Gulf of Aden are used to get Australian exports to Europe.
"It's not generally what you describe as our area of orientation but we know from general experience that the Gulf of Aden is a very important transport route," he said.
"If you don't go through the Gulf European destinations then you have got the Panama canal, so it's very important to Australian exporters."

Wednesday, 20 May 2009
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY KELLY BRIEFS PERSONNEL FROM ANGLESEA AND DERWENT BARRACKS ON THE DEFENCE WHITE PAPER
Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Support, the Hon. Dr Mike Kelly AM MP, today visited Anglesea Barracks and Derwent Barracks in Tasmania to brief personnel on the new White Paper.
“I’m very pleased to be able to brief personnel from both Anglesea and Derwent Barracks about the Government’s commitment to the Australian Defence Force.” said Dr Kelly.
The 2009 Defence White Paper provides for significant funding to deliver an Australian Defence Force for the 21st century.  This funding will be used to improve and enhance a number of elements of the Australian Defence Force including:
* Enhancements to the weapons systems of the three new Air Warfare Destroyers, with consideration of acquiring a fourth vessel in the future;
* Continuation of acquisition of two new Landing Helicopter Dock (LHD) ships that will invigorate the Australian Defence Force’s amphibious capability;
* A new Combat Vehicle System which will provide around 1100 vehicles with greatly improved firepower, protection and mobility.  The System will be equipped with the Army’s integrated battle management systems from inception;
* Improved mobility through the acquisition of seven new CH47F (Chinook) medium lift helicopters;
* Around 100 fifth-generation F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter aircraft and associated weapons systems; 
* Half of Australia’s F/A-18F Block II Super Hornet fleet will be configured on the production line to enable them to be converted to the EA-18G ‘Growler’ electronic attack variant should later strategic circumstances dictate.
Dr Kelly today also discussed the better integration and management of Reserve forces.
“The Government recognises the invaluable contribution of Reserves.  Reforms will focus on better utilising the skills and experiences Reserves bring to Defence, and developing better ways to integrate part time and full time service in the Defence Force,” said Dr Kelly.
The 2009 Defence White Paper represents the most comprehensive statement on Defence ever produced.  It affirms the Government’s commitment to the defence of Australia, the protection of our sovereign interests and the security and stability of our region.

Thursday, 21st May 2009
HMAS SYDNEY II DECLARED A NATIONAL MEMORIAL
 Source: PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Australian Government today announced that the HMAS Sydney II Memorial in Geraldton, Western Australia, has been recognised as a national memorial.
The HMAS Sydney II Memorial commemorates a tragic event in Australia’s military history – the loss of HMAS Sydney II and her entire crew of 645 men.  HMAS Sydney II was the pride of the fleet and her loss was keenly felt by the whole nation in November 1941.
The Memorial in Geraldton was dedicated on 18 November 2001, on the eve of the 60th anniversary of the sinking. It overlooks the Indian Ocean where HMAS Sydney II was lost.  The wreck was located in March 2008 off the coast of Western Australia.
The Government recognises memorials as being of national significance if they commemorate a significant aspect of war time history and play a major role in community commemorative activities.  The HMAS Sydney II Memorial does just this.
This declaration recognises the efforts of the City of Geraldton-Greenough and civic groups such as the Rotary Club of Geraldton in constructing and maintaining this fitting tribute to the crew of HMAS Sydney II.
It also recognises the many volunteers whose dedication to sharing this memorial with visitors ensures that HMAS Sydney II will never be forgotten.

Friday, 22 May 2009
NEW COMMEMORATIVE PROJECTS UNVEILED AT HEIDELBERG REPATRIATION HOSPITAL
Three new commemorative projects have been unveiled today at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital by the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin.
Attending the Hospital’s Veterans’ Day celebrations, Mr Griffin said the Australian Government was pleased to support activities which enhance the hospital’s links with the veteran community.
[bookmark: 1217188988da4394_OLE_LINK7][bookmark: 1217188988da4394_OLE_LINK6]“Since 1947 Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital has been serving the veteran community. My Department has provided more than $20,000 to help fund the projects being unveiled today which will honour the service and sacrifice of the Australian servicemen and women who have been treated here,” Mr Griffin said.
“Designed by local artist, Simon Normand, my Department has contributed $10,000 towards a Heritage Bell Tower in Heidelberg’s Remembrance Garden to house its Heritage Bell – donated by an ex-Navy Vietnam veteran.
[bookmark: 1217188988da4394_OLE_LINK2][bookmark: 1217188988da4394_OLE_LINK1]“When the Heritage Bell sounds during commemorative services at Heidelberg, I ask you to remember those who did not return from war and those who have suffered and sought treatment here,” Mr Griffin said.
Mr Griffin also unveiled a piece of stained glass symbolising a $100,000 four-year project to install stained glass windows in the Heidelberg Chapel.
“Designed by Alison McMillan, this project has been helped by $10,000 from my Department and the generosity of the veteran community.  The last piece of stained glass will be installed on Remembrance Day 2011 and I look forward to seeing the end result.”
The final project involves the removal, renovation and relocation of a flagpole donated by the Red Cross in the 1940s.
“The flag pole, Heritage Bell Tower and stained glass window projects are welcome additions to Heidelberg’s rich commemorative heritage. The veteran community has also contributed generously to these projects and I congratulate them on their efforts,” Mr Griffin said.

Saturday, 23 May 2009
STS YOUNG ENDEAVOUR SETS SAIL ON HER AUSTRALIAN CIRCUMNAVIGATION
Source: Australian Government (Department of Defence)
Twenty-four young Australians today embarked onboard Sail Training Ship Young Endeavour at Garden Island, Sydney, and set sail on her 2009 Circumnavigation of Australia.
These young Australians are the first of up to 700 youth from around the country who will sail onboard STS Young Endeavour during her current six month voyage program.
 “Sail Training Ship Young Endeavour offers a fantastic opportunity for young Australians to build leadership and teamwork skills, increase their self confidence and develop their sense of social responsibility,” Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Nigel Coates, said.
“The Royal Australian Navy is proud to operate and maintain Young Endeavour on behalf of the Australian people and to be part of her 2009 Circumnavigation.
“This will be the ship’s first journey to the north and west of Australia in eight years, and presents a great opportunity for regional communities to see the ship, learn about her unique youth development program, and come onboard as she sails along the Australian coast.”
STS Young Endeavour will visit Brisbane, Bundaberg, Mackay, Airlie Beach, Townsville, Cairns, Darwin, Broome, Exmouth, Fremantle, Esperance, Adelaide, and Williamstown before returning to Sydney in December.
At each port she will embark a new youth crew, who will spend 11 to 18 days learning the technical skills required to sail a square-rigged vessel, including helming, navigation, rope handling, working aloft and even command.
Since 1988 the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme, in partnership with the Australian Government and the Royal Australian Navy, has provided challenging training voyages for over 10,000 youth onboard tall ship Young Endeavour.
Twenty one years on, STS Young Endeavour continues to attract young Australians to participate in the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme’s youth development program.  This program delivers a unique experience to each individual, develops interpersonal relationships between youth crew and has an enduring legacy with each participant’s subsequent contributions to society.
Voyages onboard STS Young Endeavour is open to Australians aged 16 – 23. For more information please visit www.youngendeavour.gov.au.

26 May 2009
2009 AUSTRALIAN SERVICES RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIPS
Australian Services Rugby Union (ASRU), affiliated with the Australian Rugby Union, was formed in 1963 and is the vehicle for talented Defence players to gain state and national recognition.
ASRU fields both men's and women's senior teams selected from serving members of the ADF. ASRU is a non-profit organisation, which seeks to turn monies it receives from sponsorship and other sources back into the development of Rugby in the ADF.
Each year ASRU fulfils a busy schedule with the Australian Services Rugby Championship (ASRC), between Navy, Army and Air Force, the principal event. At the conclusion of the ASRC the Australian Services men’s and women’s squads are chosen to represent the ADF in high profile matches against quality opposition.
Navy breaks away for a try while playing Air Force during the 2009 Australian Services Rugby Championships (ASRC) - Vikings Park, Canberra

26 May 2009
SLEEPING BEAUTY PRESENTATION TO THE WARDROOM HMAS STIRLING
A Z Force operator and Sleeping Beauty were lost in Cockburn Sound during a training exercise in World War II, in preparation for Operation Rimau, the ill-fated raid on Singapore in 1944. 
Neither the operator, nor Sleeping Beauty was located. Some 20 years ago a local crab fisherman snagged his crab pot on a piece of aluminium. The recovered item was later identified as the instrument combing cover to a Sleeping Beauty submersible canoe. No human remains were recovered.


Captain Brett Dowsing (left), Commanding Officer of HMAS Stirling, gives thanks to Mr Jack Sue (right) and Mr Gordon Hamilton after the presentation. Commander Angela Bond (right), Executive Officer of HMAS Stirling and Wardroom Mess president, was presented a piece of 'The Sleeping Beauty' submersible canoe in the Wardroom of HMAS Stirling.

Mr Jack Sue (right) and Mr Gordon Hamilton (left) presents Commander Angela Bond (centre), Executive Officer of HMAS Stirling and Wardroom Mess president, with a piece of 'The Sleeping Beauty' submersible canoe in the Wardroom of HMAS Stirling.
The Sleeping Beauty was powered by a 1.5hp heavy-duty vehicle electric starter motor. Made of mild steel and almost 4m long, they were propelled by four standard 6-volt car batteries and had a maximum range of 38 kilometres, with a top speed of 4.5 knots on the surface. They were considered virtually impossible to capsize.
Each Sleeping Beauty carried nine limpet mines and could sink two 10,000-tonne ships if the mines were correctly placed below the water line. Their usual method of operations was porpoising Ð quick rises to the surface to check bearings then shallow diving.
Mr Jack Sue and Mr Gordon Hamilton are both of the British-Australia Services Reconnaissance Department more commonly known as 'Z-Force'. Mr Gordon Hamilton, a Z Force operative trained on the Sleeping Beauties while based at Garden Island.

Friday, 29 May 2009
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE ANNOUNCES AUSTRALIAN CONTRIBUTION TO INTERNATIONAL ANTI-PIRACY EFFORTS
Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP, today announced that the Australian Defence Force would contribute to international efforts to combat piracy off the Horn of Africa.
“The contribution will help to curb piracy in the region, protect Australian and international maritime trade and underline our commitment to targeted increased engagement with Africa,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
Australia will flexibly task our frigate and AP-3C maritime patrol aircraft that are currently based in the Middle East between anti-piracy operations and their current counter-terrorism and maritime security patrol duties under OP SLIPPER. This will enable Australia to provide a robust and effective contribution to anti-piracy efforts while ensuring we remain able to respond to the most pressing tasking across the region at any time.
Australia will also play a significant role in broader maritime security efforts in the region by providing on a rotational basis a Commander and Fleet Battle staff to command counter-terrorism activities under international Task Force 150 from Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) Headquarters in Bahrain. Additionally, Defence will provide a small number of Navy planning staff to CMF Headquarters for multinational anti-piracy and maritime security planning and co-ordination.
“Piracy is a threat to global maritime security, including to Australia’s merchant trade and to Australian tourists passing through the Gulf of Aden and the Suez Canal. In 2008 there were 111 pirate attacks in the region, with 42 successful hijackings. There have been around 100 registered attacks, including over 25 successful hijackings, so far this year,” said the Minister.
This commitment reflects Australia’s support for United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1846 and 1851, which call on states to take an active role in the fight against piracy off the coast of Somalia.
Our contribution helps demonstrate Australia’s commitment to global security and our ongoing support to the United Nations,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.

Friday, 29 May 2009
PROVISIONAL ACCEPTANCE OF HMAS NEWCASTLE
The Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO) today agreed to contractual hand back and Provisional Acceptance of HMAS Newcastle from the prime contractor, Thales Australia.
HMAS Newcastle was the fourth and final FFG for upgrade.
The timing of provisional acceptance is within the amended schedule agreed in May 2006.
Contractual Acceptance of HMAS Newcastle is scheduled for December 2009 and Project completion 31 December 2009.
Continued collaboration between DMO and Thales has led to improved progress with trials, delivery and support for upgraded ship systems.

Sunday, 31 May 2009
[bookmark: 12198ec85f37d3de_OLE_LINK2][bookmark: 12198ec85f37d3de_OLE_LINK1]WWII SURVIVORS MARK THE DAY SYDNEY CAME UNDER ATTACK
Survivors of the Japanese attack on Sydney Harbour during the Second World War were joined by the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin, at a ceremony in Sydney today honouring the 21 Australian and British sailors killed in the attack.
Mr Griffin said 67 years ago Sydney came under direct attack from the Japanese, just ten weeks after the bombing of Darwin in February 1942.
“On 31 May 1942, three Japanese midget submarines launched an attack on Sydney Harbour,” Mr Griffin said.
“The first submarine became entangled in the boom net situated across the harbour and her crew, realising their situation was hopeless, set off a demolition charge destroying the submarine.  A second submarine entered the harbour and fired torpedoes at the cruiser USS Chicago.  Narrowly missing the Chicago, one torpedo detonated under the converted ferry HMAS Kuttabul, which was being used as accommodation for Australian and British naval personnel. Nineteen Royal Australian Navy and two Royal Navy sailors were killed in the attack.”
Mr Griffin stood alongside survivors of the tragedy and their families at today’s memorial service at HMAS Kuttabul, the naval base named after the torpedoed vessel, laying a wreath in honour of those killed in the attack.
“The events that unfolded in Sydney that day are an important chapter in Australia’s wartime history and those lost and those who survived should be honoured and remembered,” Mr Griffin said.
Mr Griffin said in November 2006 the wreck of the second submarine was discovered by a group of divers off Sydney's northern beaches. Until 2006, its location was a complete mystery.  A third midget submarine also entered the harbour that night but was destroyed by depth-charges before it had fired any torpedoes.  Sections of two of the submarines are on display at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.  Another section of one of the submarines is also on display at the Royal Australian Navy Heritage Centre at Garden Island.


HMAS Kuttabul, the RAN accommodation ship sunk by a Japanese torpedo in Sydney Harbour on 31 May/1 June 1942.		     [AWM 012427]

Monday, 1 June 2009
MANOORA GOES COMMANDO
The Royal Australian Navy’s (RAN) Amphibious Landing Platform, HMAS Manoora, will participate in Exercise Commando Rajah from today until 7 June, 2009.
Commando Rajah is a United Kingdom led training exercise focused on employing amphibious skills of UK military forces within the wider strategic aim of regional engagement and interoperability.
Commanding Officer of Manoora, Commander Stephen Dryden, RAN, is keenly anticipating the opportunity to exercise with the British military saying, “It is rare for the RAN to work with the UK in the amphibious environment, so the ship’s company and I are looking forward to make the most of a unique experience.”
“The amphibious capability is a niche skill for the RAN, so the chance to further develop our skills in the littoral environment with other allied forces is always welcome,” he said. 
 SMNBM Law (left) and SMNBM Zylstra heave in a berthing line as HMAS MANOORA departs Sydney Harbour for her South East Asian Deployment. 

Commando Rajah will concentrate on manoeuvres in the littoral theatre.  Specifically, Manoora and the participating forces will focus on amphibious and riverine operations, but will also practice anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare.
As well as Manoora, the RAN’s participation in Commando Rajah will include Australian Amphibious Task Group personnel embarked in HMS Bulwark and members from the Deployable Geospatial Team and Australian Clearance Diving Teams.
Manoora will continue her South East Asia deployment following Commando Rajah with visits to Singapore and Surabaya, before returning to Australia for Exercise Talisman Saber in July.

Thursday, 4 June 2009
SUBMARINE RESCUE CAPABILITY RELOCATES TO AUSTRALIA
The LR5 submarine rescue system arrived in Australia early on Tuesday morning 2 June 2009, the Defence Materiel Organisation’s Head of Maritime Systems Rear Admiral Boyd Robinson announced today.
While having the LR5 submarine rescue system on call in the United Kingdom met the Navy’s requirements for responding to Submarine emergencies, the relocation improves response times and allows the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) to exercise the capability with Collins Class Submarines.
“Resumption of the Navy’s annual submarine escape and rescue exercise ‘Black Carillon’, presently planned for late 2009, will allow Navy to exercise its submarine rescue capability,” Rear Admiral Robinson said.
The ancillary equipment for the LR5 suite arrived in Australia by a chartered 747 last week and the LR5 rescue vehicle by RAAF C17 Heavy Air Lift this week.
The suite has been at 12 hours notice to deploy in the event of a disabled submarine throughout the transport period from the United Kingdom to Australia.
The current Navy support vessels have already been modified to deploy the LR5 rescue system.
The LR5 has mated safely on many occasions with submarines fitted with the standard NATO rescue seat, which is fitted to most submarines, including Collins Class.
This rescue system complements the international support which would be available through Australia’s membership of the International Submarine and Rescue Liaison Organisation.
All these aspects form part of a mature submarine search and rescue organisation with proven measures in place to ensure effective domestic and global responses for any of the Navy’s submarines in the unlikely event of an emergency.


Image of the submersible rescue vehicle loaded inside the C-17A.
(Date taken: 26 May 2009) 

Thursday, 4 June 2009
NORTHERN TRIDENT FRIGATE RENDERS ASSISTANCE
Royal Australian Navy frigate, HMAS Sydney has rendered assistance to a 15 foot Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat carrying 24 males in the Mediterranean Sea.
Sydney sighted the men waving for assistance around 7.00pm local time yesterday, approximately 33 nautical miles southeast of Spain.




HMAS SYDNEY's Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat and seaboat crew renders assistance to a vessel off the South-East coast of Spain, 184nm North of the Moroccan/Algerian Border, in the Mediterranean Sea.
Adhering to Australia’s international obligations under the International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea, Sydney dispatched personnel to investigate.
Sydney personnel determined the boat was sea worthy and provided food, water and space blankets before contacting the Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre in Almeria, Spain.
The Chief Navy, Vice Admiral Russ Crane, said the response from the passing Australian ship ensured life at sea was preserved.
“Upon sighting the vessel, Sydney’s Commanding Officer, Captain Peter Leavy, responded immediately in accordance with his obligations to render assistance under the Laws of the Sea,” Vice Admiral Crane, said.
“Having deemed the vessel sound, Sydney remained in the location until a Spanish Coast Guard vessel arrived, before continuing on her Northern Trident 09 deployment,” he said.
Northern Trident 09 is a six-month international diplomatic deployment being undertaken by Sydney and HMAS Ballarat that aims to develop and enhance international relationships, global security and the defence industries of Australia.
Sydney is the third of six Adelaide Class Guided Missile Frigates (FFG-03) to be commissioned into service for the RAN.  Sydney is a long-range escort Frigate with capabilities in air defence, anti-submarine warfare, surveillance and reconnaissance.  These capabilities were recently enhanced with a series of upgrades allowing Sydney to counter simultaneous air, sea surface and under water threats.

"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING, A MATELOT DIED TODAY”................

FAREWELL..................................
LCDR DEAN ROBERTSON MURRAY (R.A.N. RET'D).
Dean was a veteran of WWII and Korea.
His funeral service took place in the Chapel of Norwood Park Crematorium, Sandford Street, Mitchell on Tuesday 26 May at 1330.

FAREWELL..................................
RICHARD CHARLES MANSFIED
(Ex POSN RIO7288)
Shipmate Rick passed over after succumbing to a terminal illness whilst under palliative care in the early morning hours of Monday 1st June 2009.
A celebration of Rick’s life was conducted at Pinegrove Cemetery’s Northern Chapel at 1500 on Thursday 4th June 2009 where he was farewelled by his family and friends with an appropriate dedicatory tribute in recognition of his 20 years of naval service.
Rick saw operational service in Vietnam (Logistical Support) on HMAS Derwent in 1971  
Rick was an active member of the Naval Association Rooty Hill Sub Section, Rooty Hill RSL Sub Branch and the VVAA at St. Mary’s Outpost.
EXTRA
RICK MANSFIELD FUNERAL SERVICE
G’day All:
I attended Rick's funeral service together with a good showing of our Sub-Branch members; there were also a large number of members from the Naval Association Rooty Hill Sub Section in attendance.
The Pinegrove Chapel was packed to capacity with standing room only and many of the congregation had to stand outside the chapel.
It was a very moving service with Uwe Schoenherr and Bob Cooper each doing a good job with their respective eulogies.
Rick was quite obviously well known and liked due to the large number of ex-vets, family and friends in attendance.
Rick was only 55 years old and far too young to go at such an early age. 
LEST WE FORGET..........
Gary Fizell (President: VVAA St. Mary’s Outpost)

RECENT IMAGES OF RICK AMONGST HIS SHIPMATES & FRIENDS


Rick is seated between Mate David Wilson and Wife Michelle at a recent boat cruise on the Hawkesbury River. Seated opposite are Carmen and Harry Kirkman.


Enjoying a ‘quiet one’ at the Cordeaux Dam picnic which was held in early March 2009; left to right Ronnie Marshall, Brian ‘Sailor’ Cranitch, Bob Baxter and Rick. 

May you always have blue skies, gentle breezes and smooth seas, wherever you may roam;
Rest in Peace Shipmates.......................
‘LEST WE FORGET’

Naval Trivia
DID YOU KNOW THAT?
Stations
Every member of the crew of a naval vessel has a job to do when the vessel is in danger or going into action. This job is called a sailor's "action station". When "action stations" is piped every sailor must report to his or her action station, alert and ready to perform their allocated tasks.
A sailor will usually have several different stations to which he has to report in the case of other situations, such as boat stations, defence stations or harbour stations.
Watches
The crew of a naval vessel are also divided into two groups called watches: port and starboard. Each of these watches is in turn divided into the first part and second part. This system allows the ship's officers a high degree of flexibility in the management of their crew. Depending on the situation, and whether the ship is at sea or in port, the crew can be worked as two or four watches, and the system allows three-quarters, a half or a quarter of the ship's crew to be used at any one time. Equal numbers of sailors from the various branches are usually allocated to each watch. As well as the watch system, there is the Duty Watch. Sailors are rostered onto the Duty Watch and are responsible for carrying out various tasks to ensure the safety and integrity of the vessel at sea, or in harbour while the ship's company are ashore. 
The crew can also be grouped into two categories: watchkeepers and daymen. Watchkeepers are those personnel who do their jobs in accordance with a duty roster and are just like civilian shift workers, working a given shift, or watch, at any time of the day or night. Daymen, as their name suggests, are those personnel whose job requires them to work at set times, usually during daylight hours. A ship's cooks are just one example. 
The watch timings on a ship are as follows :>
Afternoon Watch:	1200 – 1600
First Dog Watch:	1600 – 1800
Second Dog Watch:	1800 – 2000
First Watch:	2000 – 0000
Middle Watch:	0000 – 0400
Morning Watch:	0400 – 0800
Forenoon Watch:	0800 – 1200

Wellness Report

WE’RE FIGHTING THE WRONG PANDEMIC
By Dr. Barry Sears
We have been deluged with reports of the coming swine flu pandemic and the potential deaths of thousands, if not millions. Like any good bureaucratic action, the response has been “shoot, ready, aim”.
So what are the real facts about swine flu? First, at least half the Mexicans who died from the “swine flu” never had the swine flu. Second, more than 12,000 Americans die from the flu every year. That’s more than 1,000 per month even after considering flu shots.
With this as a backdrop, the World Health Organization (WHO) has called for a costly mobilization against this coming epidemic. The U.S. government has committed $1.5 billion (about 5 percent of the total annual money spent on medical research) to combat this “pandemic” and also to make millions of doses of a specific vaccine (that will take at least six months to make and that will go to market without any testing) all in the fear that another 1918 flu pandemic that took millions of lives is on the way.
Unfortunately, no one seems to have read an article in last year’s Journal of Infectious Diseases (2008 Oct. 1;198(7):962-70) that indicated that the millions of deaths in the 1918 flu pandemic were not due to the flu but caused by bacterial pneumonia. As the head of the National Institutes of Infective Diseases, Dr. Antony Fauci, said, “In essence, the virus landed the first blow while bacteria delivered the knockout punch.” Since Dr. Fauci is also the head of the government’s AIDS program, one might have asked him if he would like to take $1.5B out of the HIV research budget to make vaccines for a strain of flu that has caused nowhere near the predicted death rates projected by the media.
There is a world-wide pandemic that no one seems concerned about. This is the pandemic of toxic fat (i.e. excess arachidonic acid) and the spread of silent inflammation. Ground zero for this epidemic is the heartland of America where we have the largest producers of the cheap refined carbohydrates and cheap refined vegetable oils. Put these two food ingredients together, and you have the Perfect Nutritional Storm. This means literally millions of people suffering from early mortality due to diabetes, heart disease and cancer.
Too bad this pandemic doesn’t get any media notice as well as a rapid response from bureaucrats, especially those in the Department of Agriculture.


TRY SIX-LEGGED FITNESS
By Lisa Zeigel
Finally! Spring is here, and the weather outside is much more conducive to enjoying outdoor exercise. 
It seems like everyone is out walking or jogging, and if you are one of a multitude of dog owners, taking your best friend out with you for that walk or a jog makes the experience all the more pleasant. Unfortunately, many dog owners work, go to school, juggle kids and work and school, and are therefore hard-pressed to find the time to step out with Fido, or they are un-inclined to get any exercise for themselves, much less with their pets - - at all, which is currently the sad but true case for more than 60 percent of the population. When pet owners do not get enough exercise, their animals tend to be sedentary. In fact, pets run right alongside humans (both figuratively and literally) in the rising obesity epidemic for exactly the same reasons…consuming too many calories and not getting enough activity!
How can this happen? You might ask. Don't animals instinctively know just how much they need to eat, and aren't they naturally active? Well, yes, in the wild. But our pets have been domesticated for centuries now and are dependent on humans for food and the portion sizes they receive. And we humans are, well, only human. We sometimes want to express how much we care for our loved ones by feeding them -- and overfeeding them. And then we feed them the wrong things. Pets were not meant to eat human food, but are sometimes given handouts and leftovers from the dinner table. Why throw the food out when Spot will clean that plate? And it could be anything from pizza crusts to birthday cake! Although our pets do not naturally prefer such foods, they can sure acquire the taste for them.
Overfeeding is only one part of the pet obesity problem, and now you do see low-cal and low-carb dog and cat foods available in stores, even diet books for pets. But is putting your furry friend on a diet the only answer? Of course not! Animals need lots of activity for the same reasons we do - to maintain a lean body composition, to prevent diseases (animals can get diabetes, arthritis, and heart disease too) and to be happy! Imagine being cooped-up in a small yard all day, or worse, tethered to a leash for hours on end. Yes, dogs (and cats) do get depressed when they cannot run and play as they would naturally do. There is speculation that the way we treat our pets can mirror how we treat ourselves, and if we aren't eating right or exercising enough to keep us healthy and feeling good, chances are that our animals are not either. The distressing thing is that both human and pet will suffer the same consequences as a result!
When counseling sedentary people who are “on the fence" about getting started on an activity program, one of the key aids in convincing them is to give them a personally compelling reason to do it. For some folks, nothing is more important to them than their pet. When times are bad, you hear about people who will make sure their companion is fed before feeding themselves so wouldn't it be a mutually beneficial arrangement to get a person who has such strong feelings to start exercising not only for his or her own benefit, but for the good of their animal as well?
Does using a pet for motivation to exercise really work? As I was writing this, I overheard a young woman in my fitness center talk about a friend of hers who lost 15 pounds after she started walking her dog. I'm not sure over what period of time this occurred, but this can serve as an example to illustrate the benefits for the animal. I noticed my indoor/outdoor cat was getting a bit pudgy (it was winter and cold and rainy outside, so she was sleeping a lot indoors) so now I make sure to play with her every night by having her vigorously chase a toy at the end of a tether (and I had to move pretty fast to keep up with her too)! Soon she was back to her feline-svelte self, and even though I really don't need more exercise, it is a bit of a workout, and I do have fun playing with her!
Some people have limited space in which to house their animals, in which case it is essential that they provide exercise for their pet, therefore getting themselves moving too! The easiest thing would be to start with walks in the neighborhood, but for various reasons, neighborhoods may not always be suitable to walk around in. Still, there are options. You can walk your dog on a leash in most parks, and there are even parks where dogs can run to their hearts' content without being on a leash. (I assume that humans can run along too.) Dog obedience classes are now having owners participate in exercise sessions with their dogs, dog schools and recreation centers are organizing pet/owner hikes, Frisbee contests, and more! You can even find stability ball and yoga classes for dogs and their owners.
People who have started walking with their dog may eventually feel like progressing to jogging or running with their canine buddy, and that is a great idea! But just as humans should start out slowly and gradually work up to more time and intensity, so should dogs! Start with short distances not only to allow the dog's cardiovascular system to adjust, but to allow the paw pads to toughen-up so his or her feet won't be sore. In addition, running on a trail would be preferable to asphalt or concrete, for both human and canine joint health. Paying attention to signs of exertion is also important - if your dog is lagging behind you and not showing much zest for the activity, it may be time to slow down or stop. You can also try run/walk intervals and see if the situation improves. Look out for signs of overheating and take frequent water breaks, especially if the weather is warm (you can bring along a lightweight, foldable/portable water bowl). And if you go out after dark, both of you should be wearing a light-colored, reflective garment to be safely visible to passing motorists (you can get a reflective vest for your dog).
There may not seem to be as many options for cats, but yes, you can walk your feline companion! There are harnesses you can use with a leash so you can safely let your indoor cat prowl around in your yard (but you probably shouldn't try to take Fluffy for a stroll down your street with it). This does take a bit of training for the cat, and some of them just won't cooperate, but it's worth a try. Otherwise, it doesn't take much to engage your kitty(ies) in a game of chase…a scrunched-up ball of paper, a piece of string…almost anything will do. Just get Fluffy moving, and you can get in on the fun too!
So you see that animals are not that different than humans because they need similar basics: Healthy food, water, shelter, love, and exercise. Since it is our responsibility to keep them healthy, happy, and fit, we might as well use that as a reason to work on our own health and fitness.

The Bacteria We Love!
Source www.acewellness.com.au
Antibiotics are drugs that fight bacteria that cause illnesses such as pneumonia and meningitis.
By now, we all know that antibiotics have little effect on illnesses caused by viruses, such as colds or the flu. 
But in our haste to kill germs (thinking that by doing so we’ll produce health), we often overlook the good bacteria. 
Not all bacteria in the body are bad. In fact, without the good bacteria, digestion and other bodily functions would be seriously compromised. Unfortunately, when people take antibiotics it kills the good with the bad. That’s when it’s especially helpful to be mindful of probiotics. 
The word probiotics means “for life,” and they are the beneficial or “good bacteria” that can help promote health. 
Probiotics support the body’s natural immune functioning and help digest the food we eat. In fact, the gastrointestinal tract is home to more than 400 different types of bacteria, acidophilus being the most familiar. Probiotics also help to keep the level of harmful bacteria in check. 
A large percentage of probiotics comes from dairy products that contain lactobacilli and bifidobacteria, such as yogurt. Probiotics are also available in supplement form. Currently there are studies being conducted to assess the effectiveness of probiotics in treating many types of conditions, including Crohn’s Disease, lactose intolerance, high cholesterol, eczema, vaginal and urinary tract infections and the prevention of respiratory infections in children. 

What to Avoid When Working Out!
Source www.acewellness.com.au
Lots of attention has been paid to common workout mistakes such as overdoing it too quickly, not warming up/stretching, etc., but little has been done in terms of offering concrete solutions to help your workout work better for you.
Here are some common workout mistakes along with the corrective action you can take to improve your workout:
Maximize your workout benefits.
Making all kinds of excuses – excuses for being overweight, excuses for not having time to workout, excuses for eating fast food. Seems as though any excuse will do!
Solution: Take responsibility for who you are and what you are/are not doing and make an effort to change.
You mimic the workout routines of the Hollywood celebs, expecting the same results.
Solution: You may not have their genetics, or access to their trainers, chefs, etc. Pick something you like to do and stick with it! 
You find a routine you like so you stick with it – every day, ad infinitum.
Solution: It’s a good idea to mix it up a bit. You can’t just do cardio – mix in some weight training as well. The same routine tends to get boring fast, and you probably won’t stick with it. 
You have no clear idea of what you want to accomplish and you wander from machine to machine in the local gym with no plan.
Solution: Make a plan and work it. Decide what your fitness goals are and get a trainer at the gym to spend some time showing you what you need to do to achieve your goals. Document your progress in a fitness journal. 
You fail to eat for several hours after your workout.
Solution: Eat a combination of carbs and protein soon after you exercise to take advantage of your post-workout metabolism boost.

WHAT IS SCIATICA?
Source www.acewellness.com.au
BACKACHES AND SCIATICA
It starts out as a pain that you can feel in your lower back.
Soon the pain begins to travel down one leg and it’s getting more severe. There may be a tingling or burning sensation or your leg may feel numb. At times the pain might be severe, almost overwhelming, but sciatica is really just a symptom of another problem.
The sciatic nerve is the longest nerve in your body. It extends from the lower spine down through the length of both legs. There are a number of conditions that can cause sciatica, including a herniated disc, degenerative disc disease and spinal stenosis – all of which affect the discs that act as “shock absorbers between each pair vertebrae of the spine. These conditions put pressure on the sciatic nerve and it is that pressure or pinching of the sciatic nerve that causes the pain.
Many doctors will prescribe pain medication, anti-inflammatory medication or steroid injections. Worst case scenario - surgery. What these solutions do, however, is treat the symptoms of sciatica, which is a symptom itself of a nerve disorder, caused by nerve interference, that can be corrected with chiropractic care.
Because sciatica is most often the result of a spinal misalignment in the lower spine, chiropractic care is often very effective in correcting the misalignment, which eliminates the symptoms of sciatica. Said another way – chiropractic adjustments remove the obstruction that is causing the “pinch” in the sciatic nerve, which is causing the pain in the back through the buttocks and down the leg!
The choice is yours. Because most back surgery for sciatica is elective – do you really want to “go under the knife” and risk “failed back surgery syndrome” that can leave you in even greater pain? Or, would you rather come into our practice, where we are trained to locate and correct the cause of the interference in the sciatic nerve, without drugs and surgery. And…chiropractic works. The choice, as always, is yours!
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THE SPIRIT OF THE NAVY 
Source: Newsletter of the Sea Power Centre Australia - Issue 5, April 2009
In October 1908 Rudyard Kipling gave a speech at a naval club in which he made some enduring points concerning sea power, the importance of navy people, and the poor public knowledge of naval matters. Although the speech reflects the situation and attitudes of the time, Kipling's words still offer substantial food for thought:

They say in the Navy, I believe, that a man is often influenced throughout the whole of his career by the events of his first commission. The circumstances of my early training happened to throw me among disciplined men of action - men who belonged to one or other of the Indian Services - men who were therefore accustomed to act under orders, and to live under authority, as the good of their Service required. 
My business being to write, I wrote about them and their lives. I did not realise, then, what I realised later, that the men who belong to the Services - disciplined men of action, living under authority - constitute a very small portion of our world, and do not attract much of its attention or its interest. I did not realise then that where men of all ranks work together for aims and objects which are not for their own personal advantage, there arises among them a spirit, a tradition, and an unwritten law, which it is not very easy for the world at large to understand, or to sympathise with. 
For instance, I belonged then to a Service where the unwritten law was that if you gave a man twice as much work to do in a day as he could do, he would do it; but if you only gave him as much as he could do, he wouldn't do half of it. This in itself made me sympathise with the tradition of other Services who have the same unwritten law, and with the spirit which underlies every service on land and sea - especially on the sea. 
But as you yourselves know well, Gentlemen, the spirit of the Navy is too old, too varied, and too subtle, to be adequately interpreted by any outsider, no matter how keen his interest, or how deep his affection. He may paint a more or less truthful picture of externals; he may utter faithfully all that has been given him to say, but the essential soul of the machine - the spirit that makes the Service - will, and must, always elude him. How can it well be otherwise? The life out of which this spirit is born has always been a life lonelier, more apart than any life there is. The forces that mould that life have been forces beyond man's control; the men who live that life do not, as a rule, discuss the risks that they face every day in the execution of their duty, any more than they talk of that immense and final risk which they are preparing themselves to face at the Day of Armageddon. Even if they did, the world would not believe - would not understand. 
So the Navy has been as a rule both inarticulate and unfashionable. Till very recently - till just the other day in fact - when a fleet disappeared under the skyline, it went out into empty space - absolute isolation - with no means visible or invisible of communicating with the shore. It is of course different since Marconi came in, but the tradition of the Navy's aloofness and separation from the tax-payer world at large still remains. 
Isn't it possible that the very thoroughness with which the Navy has protected the nation in the past may constitute a source of weakness both for the Navy and the nation? We have been safe for so long, and during all these generations have been so free to follow our own devices, that we tax-payers as a body to-day are utterly ignorant of the facts and the forces on which England depends for her existence. But instead of leaving the Navy alone, as our ancestors did, some of us are now trying to think. And thinking is a highly dangerous performance for amateurs. Some of us are like the monkeys in Brazil. We have sat so long upon the branch that we honestly think we can saw it off and still sit where we were. Some of us think that the Navy does not much matter one way or the other; some of us honestly regard it as a brutal and bloodthirsty anachronism, which if it can't be openly abolished, ought to be secretly crippled as soon as possible. Such views are not shocking or surprising. After four generations of peace and party politics they are inevitable; but the passengers holding these views need not be encouraged to talk too much to the man at the wheel. 
There remain now a few - comparatively very few - of us tax-payers who take an interest in the Navy; but here again our immense ignorance, our utter divorce from the actualities of the Navy or any other Service, handicaps us. Some of us honestly think that navies depend altogether on guns, armour, and machinery, and if we have these better or worse than anyone else, we are mathematically better or worse than anyone else. The battle of Tsushima - in the Sea of Japan - has rather upset the calculations; but you know how they are worked out. Multiply the calibre of a ship's primary armament by the thickness of her average plating in millimetres; add the indicated horse-power of the forward bilge-pumps, and divide it by the temperature of the cordite magazines. Then reduce the result to decimals and point out that what the country needs is more Incredibles or Insuffortables or whatever the latest fancy pattern of war-canoe happens to be. Now nobody wants to undervalue machinery, but surely, Gentlemen, guns and machinery and armour are only ironmongery after all. They may be the best ironmongery in the world, and we must have them, but if talking, and arguing, and recriminating, and taking sides about them is going to react unfavourably on the men who have to handle the guns and sleep behind the armour, and run the machinery, why then, the less talk we have on Service matters outside the Service, the better all round. Silence is what we want. 
Isn't the morale of a Service a thousandfold more important than its material? Can't we scratch up a fleet of Impossibles or Undockables in a few years for a few millions; but hasn't it taken thirty generations to develop the spirit of the Navy? And is anything except that spirit going to save the nation in the dark days ahead of us? 
I don't know what has happened since the days of Trafalgar to make us think otherwise. The Navy may bulk larger on paper - or in the papers - than it did in Nelson's time, but it is more separated from the life of the nation than it was then - for the simple reason that it is more specialised and scientific. In peace it exists under conditions which it takes years of training to understand; in war it will be subjected to mental and physical strains three days of which would make the mere sea-fight of Trafalgar a pleasant change and rest. We have no data to guide us for the future, but in judging by our thousand-year-old past, we can believe, and thank: God for it, that whatever man may do, or neglect to do, the spirit of the Navy, which is man-made, but which no body of men can kill, will rise to meet and overcome every burden and every disability that may be imposed upon it - from without or within… 

Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) (RAN)
The context for Kipling’s speech was the continuing importance of sea power to Britain. As an island nation and the centre of a global Empire, Britain relied heavily on seaborne trade for both economic power and sustenance. [3] The Royal Navy was instrumental in protecting this trade, maintaining good order at sea, and transporting the British Army where needed. But there was growing unease that British sea supremacy was slowly being challenged, not least by the naval shipbuilding plans of Germany in the lead up to what became World War I. For Australia in a contemporary setting, there are similar concerns over changing power relationships in the Asia-Pacific region. Notwithstanding a level of protection provided by the Pax Americana in the Pacific Ocean, successive Australian governments have adopted a self-reliant posture, with the new White Paper foreshadowing a stronger Royal Australian Navy (RAN) to protect Australia’s maritime interests and seaborne trade in an uncertain Asia-Pacific.
Kipling devotes a significant proportion of his speech to the importance of people to the development of naval capabilities, decrying the traditional focus on equipment. Manpower (as it then was) and people (today) are a critical factor in naval power but too often they have been ignored or their importance downplayed. Historically this may have been due to ready acceptance of class status and notions of duty. But today with volunteer professional forces, much greater effort is required to recruit and retain people. As Kipling notes, life at sea is uncomfortable and inherently risky, and it is no longer enough to accept a situation simply because ‘it has always been done this way’. 
Over the past few years, the RAN has introduced a range of initiatives under the Sea Change program to improve general conditions for its people at sea and for them and their families ashore. The RAN has taken advantage of the Gap Year, whereby school leavers can spend a year with the Australian Defence Force (ADF), and many have then signed up on completion. Furthermore, the RAN has also altered its training continuum to get recruits to sea as soon as possible allowing them to make an early assessment of their own suitability for life at sea. From July 2009, the RAN under its New Generation Navy program will also be restructured to better focus on its raise, train, sustain role, with a greater emphasis on personnel than there may have been in the past. Implicit in these changes are a priority focus on leadership and cultural behaviour to reinforce the importance of people to the RAN. 
Where there has been a major change since the era of Kipling’s speech is the role of women in a navy. It is only relatively recently that navies have 'allowed' women to go to sea. The implementation of such a policy has not always been easy and navies have grappled with messing and accommodation arrangements and some did not give enough consideration to overcoming long-held cultural attitudes of a traditionally all male working environment. In the RAN’s case, these problems have long been overcome. Women assume an equal place at sea and the fact that a Commanding Officer is female is no longer remarkable.
Kipling further noted the isolation when fleets deploy, and notwithstanding the range of technologies currently available, such as mobile phones, satellite communications and the internet, many restrictions on communication still apply. There is also no avoiding the fact that lengthy deployments still mean long absences from family and friends. 
While these remain difficult issues, there are a number of long running programs that help inform people about life at sea and give them a better understanding of the RAN. Under the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme, Australians aged between 16 and 23 undertake an 11-day voyage to learn both self reliance and teamwork skills, while also experiencing life under sail. Meanwhile, as part of the ADF Parliamentary Program, many members of parliament have been attached to a variety of warships to not only gain an understanding of that ship’s mission and role, but to also experience service life and gain a greater appreciation of naval capabilities, personnel and management issues. 
The more contentious aspects of Kipling’s speech relate to the general lack of knowledge and understanding of naval matters at that time, leading to an uninformed, and in his mind, dangerous debate about the need for the Royal Navy; his solution was to suggest there be no debate. Fortunately, today it is recognised that informed public debate on defence is not only constructive but an important part of the democratic process. As a demonstration of this public debate, the development of the last two defence white papers included extensive public consultation. This is also one reason why the Sea Power Centre - Australia exists; to research, analyse and publish on naval and maritime issues. The increased maritime focus in defence policy outlined in the recently released Defending Australia in the Asia Pacific Century: Force 2030 is hopefully an indicator of a better understanding of naval issues and the importance of sea power and the Royal Australian Navy to Australia.
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NORTH HEAD: HELP SAVE THE ARMY ARTILLERY MUSEUM
Fellas,
I would like to ask your help to save an important part of our military heritage.
The Army History Unit has finally decided to move the Army Artillery Museum collection to Puckapunyal - from its present home at North Fort on North Head in Sydney.
Even if it is set up in Puckapunyal in a dedicated building, the simple fact is that it will be "out of sight and out of mind" to the general public and to most veterans. Who is ever going to be able to see it in Puckapunyal?
Even assuming that non-military personnel can get through the gate at Puckapunyal? The "Army Artillery Museum" is more likely to wind up as a de-facto warehouse, where no-one but the privileged few will ever be able to see significant examples of our military history.
Moreover, the current site at North Head has a dedicated band of (unpaid) volunteers who guide visitors around the museum to interpret the collection and who also carry out maintenance and re-furbishment of exhibits. That is highly unlikely to occur in a warehouse at Puckapunyal, so if any visitor does manage to get in, the most he or she is likely to see is an item of artillery equipment with (at best) a nameplate on it. In that case, how are casual visitors supposed to know how the equipment operated, or what it was designed to do?
Apart from that, there are things at the current site at North Head that simply cannot be moved. Such as the old 9.2 inch coastal defence gun emplacements and their associated tunnels and underground magazines – which are unlikely to be available to the general public (or even veteran visitors), much less have anyone available to explain what was there, how it worked and what it did.
Then there is the "Memorial Walk" which contains pavers with the names of ex-servicemen past and present (often paid for by their
relatives/descendants as a memorial) - that walk is unlikely to be available to the relatives/descendants to visit - or even be seen by anybody else. And the dedicated "Defence of Sydney" memorial will also be out of reach.
Apart from making a decision, no actual money has been spent on the proposed move and nothing has yet been moved. So the decision is not irreversible.
I would ask your assistance by contacting your local federal member of parliament and asking him/her to make representations to the Prime Minister and Minister for Defence to reverse the decision - forthwith. If enough people press their parliamentarians, perhaps the government might see fit to step in and keep the museum where it is and where very many more people can see it than will be able to at Puckapunyal.
Source: Terry Westerway

CHEAP HOLIDAY
St George's Holiday House is operated by the Service Personnel Anglican Help Society (SPAHS) to provide a tranquil and inexpensive beach side holiday experience for Service and Ex-Service Personnel.
St George's is located opposite the Beach at Rainbow Bay, Queensland, Australia and has easy access to the world renowned surf breaks of Snapper Rocks, Greenmount, Duranbah and Kirra. It faces north to the ocean and offers good quality accommodation at affordable rates for currently serving and ex-service members of the Defence Forces, War/Defence widows, their husbands or wives, and dependent school-age children.
Most bedrooms are twin, but some single and two double rooms are available. A communal kitchen, dining areas (both indoor and outdoor), bathrooms and laundry facilities are provided. St George's is close to all amenities, including two major shopping centres, movie theatres, restaurants, and clubs. A variety of sports and other entertainment are all within an easy stroll of the house. Surfing and fishing are at your doorstep.
Day trips and tours can be booked through the office, there is a tour brochure board provided within the house. Transport to facilities can be arranged and buses to many of the Gold Coast’s attractions pick up at the door.
GETTING THERE
Inter-city air services arrive in Coolangatta at regular intervals, taxis are recommended for the short trip to St George's. If arriving by rail from the south, the train stops at Casino and a connecting bus meets the train and travels to the Tweed Heads Transit Centre, a short taxi ride is then required. If arriving from the North by Rail you alight at Robina Station, and catch the "Train Link" bus service to Tweed Heads Transit Centre where again a short taxi ride is advised. Coach services from the Brisbane Airport and City are available and provide a door-to -door service.

AGENT ORANGE ON GUAM CONFIRMED;
WHERE IS THE SERVICE CONNECTION FOR CHEMICALEXPOSURE
This email is intended for all of those Naval Personnel whom were on the Crews of HMAS Vendetta, Quiberon, Queenborough and I cannot be sure if it was Vampire or Voyager during the 1963 FESR Tour of Duty where in we did visit Guam for a stopover for Fuel and Supplies to see us across the Pacific back to Australia from Yokohama. It may help your memory if I state that we consumed the Bases total supply of Fosters Beer during the visit, just to help your memories. We would have taken on Drinking Water, and locally produced Fresh Food Supplies during this visit. As best as I recall, we were there for around 4 days, more than long enough to have been affected by the impact of Agent Orange and ingest the Local Produce and Drinking water. Please consider if you have any symptoms such as Stomach Cancer or for that matter, any other form of malady that could be construed to Agent Orange. Please on-forward this to your mailing lists Noel P Muller.
MEMBERSHIP TO NAVYINC@YAHOOGROUPS.COM.AU IS SOLICITED FROM EX NAVAL PERSONELL.
MOLLY (Noel P. Muller).

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO ASSIST WITH THE FOLLOWING
Do you have any contacts for ex POME Trevor Prior?
I have been trying to find him since 1980 his discharge should have been late June 1969.
Regards, 
Neville Wulff (Senior Consultant: Odyssey Group)
Email: nwulff@odysseygroup.com.au
Phone: 02 94863866

NEW YORK (May 24, 2009) The U.S. Coast Guard Silent Drill Team performs during a Sunset Parade aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 3) as part of Fleet Week New York City 2009. Approximately 3,000 Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsman will participate in the 22nd commemoration of Fleet Week New York. This event will provide the citizens of New York City and the surrounding tri-state area an opportunity to meet service members and also see the latest capabilities of today's maritime services. (U.S. Navy photo)

A NIGHT IN THE SENIOR SAILOR'S BOOZER!
A RAN Chief Coxswain enters the Senior Sailors' Mess, sits down at the bar and orders a beer. After he finishes the drink, he peeks inside his shirt pocket, and then orders the AB Steward to pour another schooner.
After he finishes that, he again peeks inside his shirt pocket and orders the AB to get another schooner.
The AB Steward says, "Look, Chief, I'll bring ya' beer all night long - but you gotta tell me why you look inside your shirt pocket before you order a refill?"
The PO Coxswain replies, "I'm lookin' at a photo of my wife. When she starts to look good, I know it's time to go home."

THE CHIMP
A destroyer pulled into a foreign port, and put down maximum liberty. The skeleton crew didn't notice a chimpanzee, escaped from a nearby civilian transport, crawled up the ropes and up to the smokestack. Down the stack, it made its way into the engine room. It came across a power panel opened up for maintenance, couldn't read the warning signs, and with a bright blue blast shorted out the ship's electrical system, and plunged the ship into darkness.
A little bit later, two junior Hull Technicians wander down with their flashlights, looking for the problem. They come upon the blackened body of the chimp. They shine their flashlights on its long, burnt arms. They look at each other. They highlight its short legs and odd feet. They look at each other. Finally one says, "Well, it's too hairy to be an Electrician, the legs are too short for a Hull Tech, and there would be more tattoos on a Bo'sun. Call the wardroom; see if one of the duty officers is missing."



LOOKING FOR...........
Do you have any contacts who know the whereabouts of R.L.Horton (Lee Horton)?
Joined as a JR in '61, and was later an ABUC. 
Old mates are trying to catch up, any info would be appreciated.
If you are able to assist with the following request please contact: Kev Connolly
Email: casey@skymesh.com.au

NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA MEMBERSHIP

FULL MEMBERSHIP:	 
All serving and former members of the Royal Australian Navy, other Commonwealth Navies including Royal Marines who have served for a period of at least 6 months. 
All serving and former members of Allied Navies who have served for a period of at least 6 months. (Amended by National Council decision 2007)
Any Service member of the Australian Defence Force who has served in a dedicated billet on a RAN ship for at least 6 months (Approved by National Council 3 December 2005).
Former or serving Australian Naval Reserve Cadet Officers and Instructors in receipt of a Certificate of Appointment who have served for a period of not less than two years. 
Persons, who are former or serving personnel of the Australian Naval Cadet (ANC) movement, have reached age 18 years and who have completed 3 years service. 
Persons who are former or serving personnel of the merchant naval service of Australia or any member country of the British  Commonwealth who in the performance of their merchant naval duties, have served in a war zone or other theatre of military operations.
RESTRICTED MEMBERSHIP:
Is reserved for persons who are not eligible for Full Membership of the Association but who wish to join /contribute to the Association.
The following classes of restricted membership are available:  ASSOCIATE MEMBER, SOCIAL MEMBER AND CLUB MEMBER.
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND FEES:
(Full and Restricted Membership)
Joining Fee: $5   Annual Subscription: $25   Total: $30
Between 1 July & 31 October - $12.50 
Between 1 November & 31 December: required to pay joining fee and annual subscription totalling $30.  [These members will be deemed to be financial for the following year.] 
The Annual Subscription includes your subscription to AUSTRALIAN WARSHIP / WHITE ENSIGN MAGAZINE.
This magazine costs $9.95 from newsagents.  It is posted FREE to members.
Membership Badge:
The NAVAL ASSOCIATION BADGE is issued on joining.
“JOIN NOW FOR IMMEDIATE SAVINGS”
Interested persons wishing to join the Rooty Hill & Districts Sub-Section should either contact Mr. John Clegg on: (02) 9625 3060 or attend our monthly meeting usually held on the first Sunday of each month [excluding Januarys] in the Boomerang Room at Rooty Hill RSL [Meetings usually commence at 1330].
ALL ROOTY HILL CLUB AND SUB-BRANCH MEMBERS WELCOME TO JOIN

Sub Section Snippets

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday 5th July 2009
RH&DSS NAA Monthly Meeting, Boomerang Room, Rooty Hill RSL @ 1330.
Sunday 5th July 2009
Reserve Forces Day, Domain Park, Sydney.
Tuesday 28th July 2009
RHRSL Sub Branch Monthly Meeting, Boomerang Room, Rooty Hill RSL & 1930
Sunday 2nd August 2009
RH&DSS NAA Monthly Meeting, Boomerang Room, Rooty Hill RSL @ 1330.
Friday 14th August 2009
VP / VJ Day Remembrance Service @ Mt. Druitt Wareholes Memorial hosted by St Marys RSL Sub Branch.
Tuesday 25th August 2009
RHRSL Sub Branch Monthly Meeting, Boomerang Room, Rooty Hill RSL & 1930
Saturday 12th September, 2009
Illawarra Sub Section: Invitation for Mariner’s Ball, @ 1830 for  1900 commencement, $600.00 per head includes dinner, beer, wine and soft drinks, money  to be paid in by Tuesday 1st September, 2009.
Sunday 7th September 2009
RH&DSS NAA Monthly Meeting, Boomerang Room, Rooty Hill RSL @ 1330.
26th, 27th & 28th February 2010
NAA State Conference to be held in Orange.
Sunday 30th May 2010
NAA Annual Church Service, garden Island Chapel @ 1100

Sunday May 24th, 2009
NAA ANNUAL CHURCH SERVICE AT GARDEN ISLAND
the Annual Church Service was attended by a  contingent of members and partners from Rooty Hill & Districts Sub Section to pay respect to The Fallen, and current and ex serving members of the R.A.N.
This service is conducted for the Naval Association of Australia and is usually held on the last or 2nd last Sunday of May each year.
Sub sections that attended were State, Illawarra, Central Coast, Nepean & Blue Mountains, Tuggerah and Parramatta. The remainder of the congregation comprised of Commander Bryan Baker (CO HMAS KUTTABUL) and his family, members of the Australian Naval Cadets, the R.A.N. Band and Colour Party and Naval Chaplain Barrie Yesberg who conducted the service. 


Members from Rooty Hill & Districts Sub Section standing on the steps of the Garden Island Chapel. (Left To Right: Ronnie Marshall, Senior Vice president Bob Baxter, Honorary Secretary John Clegg, Junior Vice President and State Vice President Bob Cooper, Allan King, president Peter Hamrol and Greg Dengate. 


Naval Chapel and Rigging building (marked "VRI 1887" built in the reign of Queen Victoria of Great Britain). The chapel occupies both floors of the northern end of the building.


View of the Naval Chapel, Garden Island NSW looking to the front. Notes: 1. roof beam supports, 2. 'Boat' shaped pulpit at front-left, 3. Gallery at right and 4. Retired Queen's Colours at left.


The congregation for the 2009 Annual Church Service comprised members from various sub sections, the Australian Naval Cadets, the R.A.N. Band and Colour Party, Commander Bryan Baker (CO HMAS KUTTABUL) and his family and Naval Chaplain Barrie Yesberg.


The Colour Party Hands over the R.A.N. Ensign to Chaplain Yesberg.


State Vice President Russ Jardine presents Chaplain Yesberg with the Naval Association of Australia Ensign.



The Australian Naval Ensign and the Naval Association Ensign lay side by side upon the Altar during the service.

    
Left: Monarch's Colours (Standard) received by the Royal Australian Navy from George V of the United Kingdom (Laid up in the Naval Chapel, Garden Island NSW on 5 December 1937).
Right: The first Monarch's Colours (Standard) received by the Royal Australian Navy from Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom (Laid up in the Naval Chapel, Garden Island NSW).


Left: The second Monarch's Colours (Standard) received by the Royal Australian Navy from Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom (Laid up in the Naval Chapel, Garden Island NSW).



Right: World War 2 Bathurst class corvette stained glass window at the Naval Chapel, Garden Island NSW.




                
Left: Naval Chaplain Barrie Yesberg begins the service with his sermon.
Right: Commander Bryan Baker (CO HMAS KUTTABUL) presents the reading from the Bible. 

            
State President Noel Jackson (Left) reads out the Naval Prayer followed by the Naval Ode recited by State Vice President Bob Cooper (Right)



Left: The Colour Party salutes before being handed back the Australian Naval Ensign near the completion of the service.



Commander Baker addresses members of the Australian Naval Cadets after completion of the service.
Australian Naval Events in June

1850-1899 > Colonial Navies & RN
03 July 1874: New victualling allowances proclaimed for all Imperial ships of the Australia Station were communicated as follows:
Victualling Regulations, Admiralty Office, July 1 1874.The King, having been pleased, by his order in council of 23rd June, to establish a new and improved scale for victualling His Majesty’s Navy, a copy thereof is subjoined. ‘There shall be allowed to every person serving in His Majesty’s ships, the following daily quantities of provisions, viz.
Bread = One pound, Cocoa = One ounce, Sugar = One and a half ounce, Fresh meat = One pound, Vegetables = Half pound, Tea = Quarter of an ounce, ‘When fresh meat and vegetables are not issued, there shall be allowed in lieu thereof:- Salt beef = Three quarter lb. and Flour = Three quarter lb. or alternately Salt pork = Three quarter lb. and Pease = One half lb ‘And weekly, whether fresh or salt meat is issued, oatmeal = half pint; vinegar = half pint.’ On the days on which the flour is ordered to be issued, suet and raisins or currants, may be substituted for a portion of flour, at the following rate:- 1 lb. of raisins or, one half lb. of currants or, one half lb. of suet, considered equal to one lb. of flour’ ‘In case it should be found necessary to alter any of the above species of provisions and to issue other as their substitutes, it is to be observed that:-One quarter lb. of soft bread, or one lb. of rice, or one lb. of flour is to be considered equal to 1 lb. of biscuit. 1 pint of wine, or one quarter pint of spirits, is to be considered equal to a gallon of beer.1 oz. of coffee, or one half oz. of tea, is to be considered equal to 1 oz. of cocoa. 1 lb. of rice, or 1 pint of calavances, or 1 pint of dholl, is to be considered equal to 1 pint of pease. 1 lb. of butter is to be considered equal to 1 lb. of sugar. 2 lbs. of cheese are to be considered equal to 1 lb. of cocoa. One quarter lb. of onions, or of leeks, is to be considered equal to 1 lb. of other vegetables.
‘By command of their Lordships, ‘J. W. CROKER’
16 July 1884: HMQS MOSQUITO, (2nd class torpedo boat), was launched in the UK.
28 July 1884: The Admiralty requested the services of either HMQ Ships GAYUNDAH or PALUMA for survey duties in northern waters. PALUMA was selected and converted for the purpose.

1914-1918 > WW1
28 July 1914: LEUT A. M. Longmore, an Australian serving with the RNAS, made the first successful aerial torpedo drop by a naval pilot from a Short Folder seaplane.
30 July 1914: Garden Island Wireless Station intercepted the Admiralty warning to HM Ships that war with Germany was imminent.

1919-1938 > Depression and between the wars
03 July 1929: HMAS ALBATROSS, (seaplane carrier), sailed from Sydney with the Governor General Lord Stonehaven and Lady Stonehaven, for an official visit to New Guinea.
23 July 1929: HMA Ships MATGUERITE, MALLOW, and GERANIUM, were paid off at Sydney.

1939 > WW2
10 July 1939: HMS AMPHION, (cruiser), was renamed by the Duchess of Kent, and commissioned into the RAN as HMAS PERTH, (CAPT H. B. Farncomb, MVO, RAN).


HMAS PERTH
1944 > WW2
02 July 1944: HMA Ships AUSTRALIA, (cruiser), ARUNTA and WARRAMUNGA, (destroyers), bombarded Japanese positions on Noemfoor Island in preparation for the landing.
03 July 1944: Task Force 74, HMA Ships AUSTRALIA, (cruiser), ARUNTA, and WARRAMUNGA, (destroyers), and the US Ships MULLANY and AMMEN, withdrew to Hollandia, after bombarding Japanese positions on Noemfoor Island. AUSTRALIA fired 288 rounds of 20.3 cm shells.
05 July 1944: The River class frigate HMAS HAWKESBURY was commissioned. HAWKESBURY was laid down in Mort’s Dock, Sydney, on 7 August 1942, and launched on 24 July 1943.
06 July 1944: The Fremantle-based USS PADDLE, (submarine), sank the Japanese destroyer HOKAZE in the Celebes.
07 July 1944: Fremantle-based USS MINGO and FLASHER, (submarines), sank a Japanese transport and a destroyer. MINGO torpedoed the destroyer TAMANAMI in the South China Sea, and FLASHER torpedoed the transport KOTO MARU, off Indo-China.
13 July 1944: Task Force, (TF), 74, including HMA Ships AUSTRALIA and SHROPSHIRE, (cruisers), ARUNTA and WARRAMUNGA, (destroyers), and US Ships AMMEN and BACHE, were ordered to furnish gun support to troops at Aitape, New Guinea.


HMAS SHROPSHIRE
Lt. D. R. Wilson, RANVR was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for skill, courage and devotion to duty in a successful patrol in HM submarine Untiring.
14 July 1944: TF74, HMA Ships AUSTRALIA and SHROPSHIRE, (cruisers), ARUNTA and WARRAMUNGA, (destroyers), and US Ships AMMEN and BACHE, continued close gun support on the American perimeter at Aitape, New Guinea. An American ground force report later confirmed the effectiveness of the support, which caused a Japanese force of more than 500 to retire, leaving many dead.
16 July 1944: HMAS STUART, (destroyer), stood by the American merchant ship F. P. BLAIR, grounded on Saumarez Reef, until a tug arrived from Brisbane to tow the ship free.


HMAS STUART Battle Honours Board

17 July 1944: The Fremantle-based HMS TELEMACHUS, (submarine), sank the Japanese submarine I-166 in the Malacca Straits.
19 July 1944: The Fremantle-based USS FLASHER, (submarine), sank the Japanese cruiser 01 in the South China Sea.
21 July 1944: The British Government offered an aircraft carrier and two cruisers to the RAN. The carrier was of the Colossus class, and the cruisers of the Tiger class. The offer was not accepted on the grounds of inability to man the vessels.
23 July 1944: HMAS KANIMBLA, (landing ship infantry), ran aground at Cretin Harbour, New Guinea. The ship was freed by the salvage tug CALEDONIAN SALVOR.
25 July 1944: The USS SAWFISH, (submarine), sank the Japanese submarine I-29. I-29 was the last survivor of the submarine force which launched the midget submarine attack on shipping in Sydney Harbour.
26 July 1944: The Fremantle-based USS ROBALO, (submarine), sank after an internal explosion off Palawan. There were four survivors, but all four lost their lives when the Japanese destroyer which picked them up was sunk.
27 July 1944: HMAS VENDETTA, (destroyer), fired on a launch loaded with Japanese troops off Mios Wundi Island, New Guinea. The launch was destroyed.
31 July 1944: The frigate HMS LOCH KILLIN, (LCDR Stanley Darling, RANVR), sank the German submarine U333 off the French coast. U333 was the first submarine destroyed by the Squid anti-submarine weapon.
.
1946-1959 > Post WW2
24 July 1959: HMAS TELEMACHUS, (submarine), returned to Sydney after an exercise in which whales were tagged from the submarine. Professor Dawbin, of Sydney University, fired the tags into the whales, using a specially designed gun.


HMAS (ex-HMS) TELEMACHUS

1960-1975 > Vietnam era
01 July 1969: The Admiralty announced the changeover from fathoms to metres.
04 July 1969: The Naval Club opened in Charlotte Street, Brisbane.
21 July 1969: The USN Unit Commendation was awarded to HMAS PERTH, (guided missile destroyer), for exceptionally meritorious service in Vietnam from 9 September 1967 to 5 April 1968.
31 July 1969: The total number of pilots from the RAN Fleet Air Arm engaged in helicopter flying in Vietnam was 35. The eight teams averaged 93 hours per month in the year 1968-1969.

1976-1999 > Post Vietnam
05 July 1984: HMAS COOK, (survey ship), located the wreck of the Japanese submarine I-24, some 37 miles off Darwin. I-24 was the first Japanese vessel sunk by the RAN. She was sunk by HMA Ships DELORAINE, KATOOMBA, and LITHGOW, (corvettes), on 20 January, 1942.
08 July 1984: The personnel strength of the RAN was 16,696 officers and ratings.
16 July 1984: RADM Nigel Berlyn was the last naval commander of Garden Island, Sydney.
21 July 1984: The FFG-7, (Adelaide), class guided missile frigate HMAS DARWIN, (CMDR R. Bayley, RAN,), was commissioned at Seattle, USA. DARWIN was laid down in Todd Shipyard, Seattle, USA, and launched on 26 March 1982. Mrs. Johnston, (Wife of the Administrator of the Northern Territory), performed the launching ceremony.
23 July 1984: RAN Clearance Divers completed a survey of islands between Townsville and Bowen, QLD, to establish the concentration of reef-destroying Crown of Thorns starfish on the Great Barrier Reef. A previous survey was undertaken in 1973, and the 1984 survey showed numbers greatly reduced.
26 July 1984: The FFG-7, (Adelaide), class guided missile frigate HMAS DARWIN, was commissioned. DARWIN was laid down in Todd Pacific Shipyard Co, Seattle, USA, on 1 July 1981, and launched on 26 March 1982.
27 July 1984: HMAS BUCCANEER (pictured below), Attack class patrol boat, was paid off at Sydney. 



27 July 1989: A Wessex helicopter crashed on the flight deck of HMAS SUCCESS, (CAPT G. V. Sloper, RAN), while the tanker was on passage to Darwin. No personnel were injured, but the aircraft was subsequently written off due to damage.
01 July 1994: The Department of Defence placed a $58 million contract with Westland Helicopters for the updating of the Navy’s Sea King helicopter fleet, and flight simulator. The updating will extend the life of the aircraft until the year 2008.
07 July 1994: The Department of Defence placed a $23 million contract with AWA Defence Industries, to develop an active missile decoy to protect RAN ships from skimming type missiles.
18 July 1994: The USS ANTIETAM (pictured below), heavy cruiser of 9,466 tons, arrived in Australia on a goodwill tour. She was returning from duty in the Persian Gulf.



03 July 1999: VADM D. J. Shackleton, AO, RAN, was appointed Chief of Naval Staff.
10 July 1999: The Collins class submarine HMAS WALLER, was commissioned. WALLER was laid down at The Australian Submarine Corporation, Adelaide, and launched on 14 March 1997.

2000-present-day
13 July 2004: HMAS BRISBANE, (former guided missile destroyer), was handed over to the Queensland Government in a ceremony at Fleet Base East, Garden Island, Sydney. The ship left Sydney Harbour, under tow, for the last time three days later. The Queensland Government plan was to sink the ship off the Sunshine Coast, (near Mudjimba Island), where she would become a dive wreck.
30 July 2004: The guided missile frigate HMAS ADELAIDE, (CMDR B. R.Victor, RAN), departed from Fleet Base West to deploy to the Persian Gulf as part of the ADF contribution to Operation Catalyst.

Naval Battles

BATTLE OF SANTIAGO DE CUBA
The Battle of Santiago de Cuba, fought between Spain and the United States on July 3, 1898, was the largest naval engagement of the Spanish-American War and resulted in the destruction of the Spanish Caribbean Squadron (also known as the Flota de Ultramar).

 Wreck of the Spanish armoured cruiser Vizcaya following the Battle of Santiago de Cuba during the Spanish-American War. (Courtesy: Library of Congress.)
Battle of Santiago de Cuba: Part of Spanish-American War
Date: July 3, 1898
Location: near Santiago de Cuba, Cuba Result: Decisive American victory
Belligerents: United States and Kingdom of Spain

	


     
Commanders: (U.S.A.) William T. Sampson and Winfield Scott Schley.
(Spain) Pascual Cervera.
Strength: (U.S.A.) 4 battleships, 1 armoured cruiser and 2 torpedo boats.
(Spain) 4 armoured cruisers and 2 torpedo boats.
Casualties and losses: (U.S.A.) 2 dead and 10 wounded.
(Spain) 474 dead or wounded and 6 ships lost.
SPANISH FLEET
The Spanish realised that the war could be made or broken by the campaign in Cuba. Even before the opening of hostilities, Admiral Pascual Cervera y Topete had been dispatched from Spain with the ultimate destination of Cuba. At best, the Spanish hoped to show the flag in their largest remaining New World colony; at worst, the Spanish hoped to have a force prepared to meet the powerful but relatively inexperienced U.S. Navy.
There were striking contrasts between Cervera's squadron and the squadron lost by Admiral Patricio Montojo y Pasarón at the Battle of Manila Bay in the Philippine Islands on 1 May 1898. Montojo's squadron had been composed largely of relics and cast-offs meant for patrol and revenue collection; Cervera's squadron was composed of some modern warships and other old ships. Montojo's squadron had virtually no torpedo-launching capability; Cervera brought with him the destroyers Pluton, Terror and Furor, three of the most feared torpedo-armed warships in the world at the time. This flotilla was commanded by capitán de navío Fernando Villaamil, well-known by having been the destroyer concept designer. Montojo's squadron was almost entirely unarmoured; nearly all of Cervera's vessels were protected by armour of some kind.
However, it is evident from the records of the time and from Cervera's own writings that the Spanish admiral had the feeling that he was sailing to his doom. The breech mechanisms in many of the Spanish guns were dangerously faulty, causing jams and other mishaps; many of the naval boilers were in desperate need of repair; some ships, such as the respected armoured cruiser Vizcaya, desperately needed a bottom-cleaning and were suffering from extra drag. Worse yet, some of the gunners were long out of practice, having little experience with firing live rounds due to naval budgets cut since 1893 incidents in Spanish Rif and priority given to the Army. The best well-protected ship in Cervera's fleet, the second generation armoured cruiser Cristóbal Colón, had not even had her main battery installed and carried wooden dummy guns instead.
Early in the year, Cervera had attempted to convince the Ministerio de Marina -- the bureaucratic body responsible for governing Spain's admiralty; that the best strategy lay in resisting the Americans near the Canary Islands. Here, the fleet could be repainted, recoaled, and overhauled. It would then lie within range of the vast reserves of ammunition established in Spain and the firepower of the Home Squadron. Cervera argued that he could then meet the U.S. fleet, which would be exhausted from the trip across the Atlantic, and destroy it. This strategy was endorsed by every officer under his command, and many in the Home Squadron, but was rejected by the Admiralty. Cervera's own misgivings reveal the seriousness of the situation faced: “It is impossible for me to give you an idea of the surprise and consternation experienced by all on the receipt of the order to sail. Indeed, that surprise is well justified, for nothing can be expected of this expedition except the total destruction of the fleet or its hasty and demoralized return”.
On April 30, 1898, Cervera set sail from Cape Verde, and panic gripped the U.S. populace, who did not know what his ships might do: attack the largely undefended East Coast while the fleet sailed about in a vain effort to engage him, prey upon American shipping, or perhaps sail up the Potomac and set fire to Washington, D.C.
Cervera managed to evade the U.S. fleet for several weeks, confounding his American counterparts and managing to re-coal in the process. Meanwhile Villaamil, who was in disagreement with both the Spanish Government's shaky war direction and Cervera's rather passive strategy, advocated trying to offset the superiority of the American forces by scattering the fleet and taking the initiative through quick and dispersed daring actions; he even volunteered to lead an audacious diversionary attack to New York with his destroyers, but his proposals were not accepted.
Finally, on May 29, 1898, after several misadventures, Cristóbal Colón was spotted in the harbor at Santiago de Cuba by a bewildered American squadron. 

Cristobal Colon - Spanish Armored Cruiser 1896-1898 (Photographed in 1897-98). Built in Italy, this ship's two ten-inch main battery guns had still not been installed when she was lost in the Battle of Santiago, Cuba, 3 July 1898. Courtesy: U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph - Photo #NH 63229

STANDOFF IN SANTIAGO HARBOR
With the exception of Commodore George Dewey's squadron in the Pacific, nearly every warship in the U.S. Navy was near or on its way to Cuba. Only a handful of reactivated American Civil War-vintage monitors and overworked cutters of the United States Revenue Cutter Service remained to defend the U.S. coastline.
The primary elements of the U.S. force in Cuban waters were divided between two men: Rear Admiral William T. Sampson and his Atlantic Squadron, and Commodore Winfield Scott Schley and his so-called "Flying Squadron". Sampson's orders were contradictory and somewhat confusing; Schley often took unnecessary risks, something which greatly offended the conservative Sampson.
On the morning of May 29, 1898, Cervera's squadron was sighted inside the safety of Santiago Bay, Cuba, by elements of the Flying Squadron. On May 31, 1898, Schley was joined by Sampson, who took command of the situation and instructed a general blockade.
So long as Cervera remained within Santiago Harbor, his fleet was relatively safe. The guns of the city were quite sufficient to make up for deficiencies of his own, and the area was well defended with mines and other obstructions. Nevertheless, Cervera was terribly outmatched. Though his ships were excellent, they were too few, and their technical problems compounded his worries. The failure of Cuba's governor to assist with the repairs of the vessels in Cervera's squadron made the situation all the more desperate.
For more than a month, the two fleets faced off, with only a few inconclusive skirmishes resulting. For his part, Cervera was content to wait, hoping for bad weather to scatter the Americans so that he could make a run to a position more favourable for engaging the enemy. However, U.S. land forces began to drive on Santiago de Cuba and by the end of June 1898, Cervera found him unable to remain safely in the harbor. He would have to break out immediately if the fleet was to be saved.
The breakout was planned for 09:00 on Sunday, July 3, 1898. This seemed the most logical time: the Americans would be at religious services and waiting until night would only serve to make the escape that much more treacherous. By noon on Saturday, July 2, 1898, the fleet had a full head of steam and had fallen into position for the breakout.
At about 08:45, just as his ships had slipped their moorings, Admiral Sampson and two ships of his command (his flagship, the armoured cruiser New York, and the torpedo boat Ericsson) had left their positions for a trip to Siboney and a meeting with Major General William Shafter of the U.S. Army. This opened a gap in the western portion of the American blockade line, leaving a window for Cervera. Sampson's New York was one of only two ships in the squadron fast enough to catch Cervera if he managed to break through the blockade. Further, the battleship Massachusetts had left that morning to coal. With the departure of Admiral Sampson, who had signalled "Disregard movements of flagship," immediate command devolved to Commodore Schley in Brooklyn, which now became the de facto flagship of the U.S. blockade.


[bookmark: Battle]Armoured Cruiser: USS Brooklyn (ACR-3) at the New York Navy Yard, Brooklyn, NY, 1898. (Photographed by Enrique Muller - Collection of the New York Naval Shipyard). Courtesy: U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. Photo #NH 91960

Thus, the American blockade formation that morning consisted of Schley's Brooklyn, followed by battleships Texas, Oregon, Iowa, and Indiana, and armed yachts Vixen and Gloucester.
At 09:35, the navigator of Commodore Schley’s armoured cruiser Brooklyn sighted a plume of smoke coming from the mouth of the port. He anxiously signalled the rest of the fleet: “The Enemy is coming out”! 

BATTLE


Admiral Cervera's fleet in the Cape Verde Islands, April 1898.
Spanish armored cruisers Cristobal Colon (left) and Vizcaya photographed between mid-April and 29 April, when they sailed for the West Indies.
Copied from Office of Naval Intelligence Album of Foreign Warships.
Courtesy: U.S. Naval Historical Center.  Photograph. Photo #NH 88613

The Spanish ships began their race from the mouth of Santiago Bay at about 09:45, travelling in a rough line ahead formation. In the lead was Cervera's flagship, the armoured cruiser Infanta Maria Teresa, followed by the armoured cruisers Vizcaya, Cristóbal Colón, and Almirante Oquendo, and finally the torpedo-boat destroyers Furor and Pluton. The four cruisers immediately cut in a southwest direction, attempting to break into the open sea before the U.S. blockading force, weakened by Sampson's withdrawal, could respond.
The battle commenced almost immediately, the first shots being fired by Cervera's Infanta Maria Teresa as she strove to gain the western gap in the blockade line before Brooklyn could close it; while the Spanish had taken the initiative by beginning the engagement and largely surprising the Americans, two factors slowed their escape. The first was the continuing problem experienced in maintaining proper speed by Vizcaya; the second was the poor quality of most of the coal in the Spanish holds. An expected re-supply of high-quality Cardiff coal from Britain had been captured, along with its transport, by the American cruiser St. Paul on May 25, 1898.
Running builder's trials in British waters, circa 1896. Furor and the similar Pluton were sunk in the Battle of Santiago, 3 July 1898.
Upon sighting the emerging Spanish ships, the American blockaders had to turn to the south since they had all been facing towards the harbor entrance. The Brooklyn headed nearly straight for the Infanta Maria Teresa at first, but when it appeared that she would be surrounded by all four of the Spanish cruisers, Commodore Schley ordered a "retrograde loop" that pulled him away, and then alongside, the line of Spanish ships fleeing southwest. This manoeuvre has been controversial ever since, since it seemed to threaten Texas with collision and forced her to stop engines for some moments. The Texas then swung behind Brooklyn. Oregon, initially to the rear of the action but the fastest ship in the U.S. fleet, soon raced past the Indiana, which had an engine problem and could make only 9 knots (17 km/h) at the time of the battle. Iowa had started from a disadvantaged position and was passed by Infanta Maria Teresa but hit her with two 12-inch (300 mm) rounds from 2,600 yards (2,400 m) and swung into the chase. As Iowa was passed in turn by Cristóbal Colón, the Spanish ship hit her with two shots from her secondary battery. One of these, striking near the waterline, caused Iowa to slow, and she therefore engaged the Almirante Oquendo, bringing up the rear of Cervera's four cruisers.
Rather than expose the entirety of his fleet to the American battle line, Cervera had signalled his other ships to continue to the southwest while he attempted to cover their escape, directly engaging Brooklyn, his nearest enemy. Though Brooklyn was hit more than twenty times in the battle, she suffered only two casualties, while her return fire resulted in the deaths of most of Cervera's bridge crew and grave damage to the ship generally. Under this brutal punishment, Infanta Maria Teresa began to burn furiously. Cervera ordered her aground in shallows along the Cuban coast, by which time she was completely wrecked and aflame. Admiral Cervera survived and was rescued, picked up near Punta Cabrera by the crew of the armed yacht Gloucester.

Spanish destroyer Furor attacked by USS Iowa, Indiana and New York out of Santiago de Cuba (imaginary picture by R. Verdugo Landi, not based in any real image).
The rest of the Spanish fleet continued its desperate race for the open sea. Almirante Oquendo was hit repeatedly by Iowa and driven out of the battle by the premature detonation of a shell stuck in a defective breech-block mechanism of an 11-inch (280 mm) turret. A boiler explosion finished her, and she was ordered scuttled and burned by her mortally wounded Captain Lazaga. The two small torpedo boat destroyers, Pluton and Furor, made a dash in a direction opposite the rest of the Spanish squadron. At first taken under light fire by the Gloucester and then, fatally, by shelling from the battleships Iowa, Indiana, and eventually New York (Sampson had turned his flagship around and was racing to join the fight), Furor was sunk before making the beach, with the lifeless body of Villaamil and several of his sea-fellows; Pluton succeeded in grounding herself but blew up.
A valiant fight was put up by Vizcaya, locked in a running gun duel for nearly an hour with Brooklyn. Despite steaming side-by-side with Schley's flagship at about 1,200 yards (1,100 m), and even with some good shooting which knocked out a secondary gun aboard Brooklyn, almost none of the Spaniards' nearly three hundred shots caused significant damage, while Brooklyn pounded Vizcaya with horrific effect. Subsequent claims by Admiral Cervera, and later research by historians, have suggested that nearly eighty-five percent of the Spanish ammunition at Santiago was utterly useless, either defective or simply filled with sawdust as a cost-saving measure for practice firing. The American ammunition had no such issues of lethality. Vizcaya continued the fight until overwhelmed, and by the end of the engagement she had been struck as many as two hundred times by the fire of the Brooklyn, joined by Texas. Brooklyn had closed to within 950 yards (870 m) when she finally delivered an 8-inch (200 mm) round which, according to witnesses, may have detonated a torpedo being prepared for launch. A huge explosion ensued. Vizcaya ceased to be militarily effective, and fires raged out of control. She hauled down her flag and turned toward the beach to ground her.
Within a little more than an hour, five of the six ships of the Spanish Caribbean Squadron had been destroyed or forced aground. Only one vessel, the speedy new armoured cruiser Cristóbal Colón, still survived, steaming as fast as she could for the west and freedom. Though modern in every respect and possibly the fastest ship in either fleet, Cristóbal Colón had one serious problem: She had been only recently purchased from Italy, and her main 10-inch (250 mm) armament was not installed because of a contractual issue with the British firm of Armstrong. She therefore sailed with empty main turrets, albeit retaining her ten 6-inch (150 mm) secondary battery. This day, speed was her primary defence.
At her best rate of nearly 20 knots (37 km/h), Cristóbal Colón slowly distanced herself from the pursuing U.S. fleet. Her closest antagonist, USS Brooklyn, had begun the battle with just two of her four engines coupled (because of her long stay on the blockade line) and could manage barely 16 knots (30 km/h) while building steam. As Brooklyn helplessly tossed 8-inch (200 mm) rounds at the rapidly disappearing Cristóbal Colón, there was only one ship in the U.S. fleet with a chance of maintaining the pursuit. Only the Oregon, now inexorably moving up through the pack, had the speed to overhaul Cristóbal Colón.
At the start of the war, the Oregon was anchored in San Francisco Bay. In this age before the Panama Canal, she had taken 67 days to come 15,000 miles (24,000 km) at maximum speed, all the way around South America and through the violent Strait of Magellan, to join the U.S. fleet off Santiago de Cuba. An epic journey in itself, this voyage was now to be capped by a deadly race which no other American warship in the fight could have won.
For sixty-five minutes, the Oregon dogged the Cristóbal Colón. The Cristóbal Colón had to hug the coast and was unable to turn toward the open sea because the Oregon was standing out about a mile and a half (2 km) from Cristóbal Colón's course and would have been able to fatally close the gap had Cristóbal Colón turned to a more southerly course.
Finally, three factors converged to end the chase: First, Cristóbal Colón had run through her supply of high-quality Cardiff coal and was forced to begin using an inferior grade obtained from Spanish reserves in Cuba. Second, a peninsula jutting out from the coastline would soon force her to turn south, across Oregon's path. And third, on the flagship Brooklyn, Commodore Schley signalled Oregon's Captain Charles Clark to open fire. Despite the immense range still separating Oregon and Cristóbal Colón, Oregon's forward turret launched a pair of 13-inch (330 mm) shells which bracketed Cristóbal Colón's wake just astern of the ship. The end was now inevitable.
Captain Emilio Diaz Moreu, humanely declining to see his crew killed to no purpose, abruptly turned the undamaged Cristóbal Colón toward the mouth of the Tarquino River and ordered the scuttle valves opened and the colours struck as she grounded. His descending flag marked the end of Spain's naval power in the New World.
As the ships of the U.S. fleet pushed through the carnage, rescuing as many Spanish survivors as possible, an officer was fished out by sailors of the Iowa. At first unrecognizable under a bloody bandage and covered in oil and soot, this man proved to be Captain Don Antonio Eulate of the Vizcaya. Standing shakily on the deck of the Iowa, he thanked his rescuers and gravely presented his sword to Captain Robley Evans, who handed it back. 
Eulate then turned to look out at the burning wreck of his ship and saluted her. “Adios, Vizcaya”!
At his words, the fires raging onboard Vizcaya reached her magazines, and she exploded.


The Spanish armoured cruiser Vizcaya explodes at the Battle of Santiago de Cuba on July 3, 1898 during the Spanish-American War. Courtesy:  Library of Congress.

Rear turret of the Spanish cruiser Vizcaya destroyed in the Battle of Santiago de Cuba.

AFTERMATH
The battle was the end of any noteworthy Spanish naval presence in the New World. It forced Spain to re-assess her strategy in Cuba and resulted in an ever-tightening blockade of the island. While fighting continued until August, when a peace treaty was signed, all surviving Spanish capital ships were now husbanded to defend their homeland leaving only isolated units of auxiliary vessels to defend the coast. Uncontested U.S. control of the seas around Cuba made resupply of the Spanish garrison impossible and its surrender inevitable.


"Spanish Prisoners from Admiral Cervera's Fleet at Seavey's Island, Portsmouth, New Hampshire; Captain Emilio Diaz Moreau, of the Cristobal Colon, checking off the names of the men of the Vizcaya and Colon." (From an original 1899 halftone print.)

The U.S. ships at Santiago, for their part, suffered numerous hits in the battle but very little serious damage. The small armed yacht Vixen was nearly sunk, but casualties on the American side of the affair were remarkably light; only one man was killed, Yeoman George H. Ellis of the Brooklyn. Spanish casualties numbered nearly 500, including Captain Villaamil of the Furor, the highest-ranking Spanish officer to lose his life in the battle. All six vessels of the Spanish squadron were lost. The 1,612 Spanish sailors rescued, including Admiral Cervera, were sent to Seavey's Island at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, where they were confined at Camp Long from July 11, 1898 until mid-September 1898.
Two of the Spanish ships, Infanta Maria Teresa and Cristóbal Colón, were later re-floated and taken over by the United States. Both eventually foundered and were lost. The Reina Mercedes, abandoned in Santiago Bay because of engine troubles, was the unprotected cruiser captured by the U.S. and used as a receiving ship until 1957 as the USS Reina Mercedes.

Naval Warships

GERMAN WARSHIP SCHARNHORST (1936)
Scharnhorst was a famous World War II capital ship, the lead of her class, referred to as either a light battleship or a battlecruiser of the German Kriegsmarine.
This 31,500 tonne ship was named after the Prussian general and army reformer Gerhard von Scharnhorst and to commemorate the World War I armoured cruiser SMS Scharnhorst that was sunk in the Battle at the Falkland Islands in December 1914. Scharnhorst often sailed into battle accompanied by her sister-ship, Gneisenau. She was sunk after being engaged by Allied forces at the Battle of North Cape in December 1943.

THE SISTERS - SCHARNHORST AND GNEISENAU
The ship was built at Wilhelmshaven, Germany, launched on 3 October 1936, and commissioned on 7 January 1939. The first commander was Otto Ciliax (until 23 September 1939). After initial service, she was modified in mid-1939, with a new mainmast located further aft and her straight bow replaced by an "Atlantic bow" to improve her seaworthiness. However, her relatively low freeboard ensured that she was always "wet" when at heavy seas. The gunnery report after the engagement with HMS Renown reports serious flooding in the "A" turret that severely reduced its effectiveness. Her armour was equal to that of a battleship and if it had not been for her relatively small-calibre guns she would have been classified as a battleship by the British. The German navy always classified Scharnhorst and Gneisenau as Schlachtschiffe (battleships). These two ships, considered handsome and fast (with a top speed of 31.5 knots), were invariably mentioned at the same time, often fondly being referred to as "the ugly sisters” because they prowled together and wrought havoc on British shipping.


Cruiser Scharnhorst; A503 FM30-50 booklet for identification of ships published by the Division of Naval Intelligence of the Navy Department of the United States.

Scharnhorst's nine 28 cm (11 inch; in fact 283 mm - 11.1 inch), main guns, though possessing long range and quite good armour-penetration power because of their high muzzle velocity, were no match for the larger calibre guns of most of the battleships of her day, particularly with the flooding and technical problems that were experienced. The choice of armament was a result of their hasty commissioning.
If a later proposal to upgrade the main armament to six 38 cm (15-inch) guns in three twin turrets had been implemented, Scharnhorst might have been a very formidable opponent, faster than any British capital ship and nearly as well armoured. But due to priorities and constraints imposed by World War II and later the war situation, she retained her 28 cm (11 inch) guns throughout her career. Both Scharnhorst and her sister were designed for an extended range to allow for commerce raiding.

[bookmark: Operational_History]OPERATIONAL HISTORY

The crew of U-47 taking the salute from the crew of the Gneisenau-class battleship Scharnhorst on its return from Scapa Flow in October 1939.

Scharnhorst's first wartime operation was a sortie into the Iceland-Faroes passage, which lasted six days from 21-27 November 1939, with Gneisenau in which she sank the British Armed Merchant Cruiser HMS Rawalpindi, although her victim fought a tough defensive battle. The Rawalpindi's Captain, Edward Coverley Kennedy (father of naval Historian Ludovic Kennedy), had been notified at around 15:30 hrs that a large warship had been sighted. Kennedy identified it as the Deutschland. Sighting another large ship, Kennedy thought it was a British Heavy Cruiser, and hoped it would be Rawalpindi's saviour. He therefore ignored the warning shots fired by Scharnhorst. Unfortunately the ship sighted was Gneisenau, and Kennedy found himself surrounded. The ensuing battle lasted just 15 minutes. Scharnhorst eventually sank the ship, killing 238 of the crew, including Kennedy. The German squadron stopped to rescue 38 survivors from the freezing seas. The German commanders on both Gneisenau and Scharnhorst commented on the bravery of the Captain and his crew.

[bookmark: Operation_Weser.C3.BCbung]OPERATION WESERÜBUNG


Drawing of the German warship Scharnhorst in her final configuration in December 1943. Camouflage as seen on photographs prior to Operation Zitronella (a.k.a. Operation Sizilien) in September 1943.

In the spring of 1940, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau covered the invasion of Norway. They engaged the British battlecruiser HMS Renown on 9 April 1940, with inconclusive results.
As a sideline to Operation Juno, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau sank the British aircraft carrier HMS Glorious and her escorting destroyers Acasta and Ardent on 8 June at around 64 degrees N off Norway. Scharnhorst's salvos hit Glorious at 16:32, before her torpedo-bombers could be launched. Scharnhorst's second salvo, at 16:38, struck Glorious at the extreme range of 24,000m (26,300yd), one of the longest range hits ever recorded. A Gneisenau salvo subsequently hit the bridge. The destroyers had started to lay smoke to protect Glorious and themselves. Ardent and Acasta made continual attempts to launch torpedoes at the German ships. At about 17:39, Scharnhorst was hit by one of four torpedoes launched by Acasta. Fifty sailors were killed, 2500 tons of water flooded into her and her aft turret was put out of action. Ardent was sunk at around 17:20 having made seven attacks with torpedoes.
Admiral Wilhelm Marschall, aboard his flagship Gneisenau ordered Scharnhorst to cease fire and wasting ammunition on Glorious. At this point Gneisenau was 4,000 metres closer to Glorious than Scharnhorst.
Glorious sank shortly after 18:30. Scharnhorst in company with Gneisenau made for Trondheim for repairs; due to their exposed position they were not able to stop to rescue survivors of any of the ships. On the 13 June Fleet Air Arm Blackburn Skua bombers from Ark Royal attacked Scharnhorst in harbour; only a single bomb struck her.
It was not until 23 June that she was able to reach Kiel and a dry dock. She remained there under repair for most of the rest of 1940. In late December 1940, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau attempted to pass through the British blockade into the north Atlantic shipping lanes, but turned back when Gneisenau was damaged by heavy seas.
As a result of the action, between 1, 474 and 1, 530 British sailors were killed.
[bookmark: Atlantic_Breakout]
ATLANTIC BREAKOUT
From 22 January until 22 March 1941, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau successfully "broke out" into the Atlantic shipping lanes, the only time the ship was to do so. Under the command of Admiral Günther Lütjens, on 3 February they broke through the Denmark Strait and the next day reached southern Greenland. Convoy HX-106 was attacked on 8 February, but the attack was broken off when the Royal Navy battleship HMS Ramillies was sighted. Twelve days later, on 22 February, four Allied merchant ships were sighted and sunk east of Newfoundland. By operating in a region of the Atlantic where British air cover was weak to non-existent, the German ships managed to elude the Royal Navy and between the 7th and 9th of March they attacked convoy SL-67, only breaking off the attack when the battleship HMS Malaya was sighted. An unescorted convoy of empty and returning tankers was attacked south-east of Newfoundland on 15 March, and the next day another mixed convoy was detected and attacked with the sinking of 13 ships, four by the Scharnhorst. This was the last engagement before the battlecruisers entered the French port of Brest on 22 March. The Scharnhorst sank eight ships with total tonnage of 49,300 out of the squadron's total of 22 ships with a combined tonnage of 115,600.
The Operation lasted exactly two months, and the journey of 17,800 nautical miles (33,000 km) in 59 days was a record for German capital ships.
The next few months would see RAF Bomber Command attack the ship while berthed. The most successful raid was carried out on 24 July 1941 in which Scharnhorst was struck by armour-piercing bombs that caused some flooding, along with an 8° list to starboard. The damage took four months to repair.

[bookmark: The_Channel_Dash]THE CHANNEL DASH
RAF reconnaissance photograph of Scharnhorst at Brest, France, prior to Cerberus. The arrow points out Scharnhorst
Whilst in Brest, the German ships were the target of repeated, but poorly organised and somewhat hasty air attacks. In July 1941 the Scharnhorst sailed to the port of La Rochelle to the south of Brest. Having been alerted to the sailing via aerial reconnaissance and the French Resistance, the Allies were concerned that the Scharnhorst was about to commence raiding. They therefore mounted a raid of 15 Handley Page Halifax bombers from RAF Stanton Harcourt. The resulting bomb damage was serious enough to cause a large amount of flooding. This forced the Scharnhorst to return once more to Brest for repairs. The resulting damage from this and other raids, together with the troubles with the defective boiler superheater tubes, kept Scharnhorst non-operational into late 1941, when it was decided to send the two battlecruisers and the heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen back to Germany. Since it was too risky to attempt this via the North Atlantic, on 11 February–13 February 1942, the three ships, escorted by dozens of minesweepers and other small craft, made a daring dash — the "Channel Dash" — through the English Channel, called Operation Cerberus, to reach Germany. Caught off guard and under heavy German radar jamming, the British were unable to stop the ships with air and surface attacks, though both Scharnhorst and Gneisenau suffered mine damage; Scharnhorst hitting two mines off Flushing and Ameland and Gneisenau one mine off Terschelling. 


[bookmark: Operation_Zitronella]Aerial reconnaissance photograph, probably taken by the British Royal Air Force circa February-June 1942. The arrow in the lower centre marks the position of the battleship Scharnhorst, which was then under repair at the Kiel navy yard for damage received during the February 1942 "Channel Dash". (From contemporary files of the U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence.)

OPERATION ZITRONELLA
Repair work and grounding kept Scharnhorst out of action until March 1943, when she went to northern Norway to join the battleship Tirpitz and other German ships threatening the Arctic convoys' route to the Soviet Union. Training exercises over the next several months climaxed in a bombardment of Spitsbergen on 8 September 1943, together with the Tirpitz.

[bookmark: Operation_Ostfront]OPERATION OSTFRONT

Blindfolded survivors from the German battleship Scharnhorst at Scarpa Flow. They are wearing merchant seaman rescue kit and are walking down a gang-plank on their way to internment.

On Christmas Day 1943, Scharnhorst and several destroyers, under the command of Konteradmiral (Rear Admiral) Erich Bey, put to sea with the purpose of attacking the Russia-bound Arctic convoys JW 55B and RA 55A north of Norway. Unfortunately for the Germans, their orders had been decoded by the British codebreakers and the Admiralty were able to direct their forces to intercept. The next day, in heavy weather and unable to locate the convoy, Bey detached the destroyers and sent them south, leaving Scharnhorst alone. Less than two hours later, the ship encountered the convoy's escort force of the cruisers HMS Belfast, Norfolk, and Sheffield. Belfast had picked up Scharnhorst at 08:40 and 35,000 yards (32,000 m) using her Type 273 radar and by 09:41, Sheffield had made visual contact. Under cover of snow, the British cruisers opened fire. Belfast attempted to illuminate Scharnhorst with starshell, but was unsuccessful. Norfolk, however, opened fire using her radar to spot the fall of shot and scored two hits. One of these demolished Scharnhorst's main radar aerial, disabling the set and leaving her unable to return accurate fire in low visibility. Norfolk suffered minor damage.
In order to try to get around the cruisers to the convoy, Bey ordered Scharnhorst to take a southeast course away from the cruisers. In the late afternoon, the convoy's covering force, including the British battleship HMS Duke of York, made contact and opened fire. Despite suffering the loss of its hangar and a turret, Scharnhorst temporarily increased its distance from its pursuers. The Duke of York caught up again and fired again - the second salvo wrecked the "A" turret, detonating the charges in "A" magazine which led to the same in "B" magazine. Partial flooding of the magazines quenched the explosions. No Royal Navy ship received any serious damage, though the flagship was frequently straddled, and one of her masts was smashed by an 11-inch (280 mm) shell. At 18:00 Scharnhorst's main battery went silent; at 18:20 another round from Duke of York destroyed a boiler room, reducing Scharnhorst's speed to about 22 knots (41 km/h) and leaving her open to attacks from the destroyers. Duke of York fired her 77th salvo at 19:28.
Battered and crippled as she was, her secondary armament was still firing wildly as the cruiser HMS Jamaica and the destroyers Musketeer, Matchless, Opportune, and Virago closed and launched torpedoes at 19:32. The last three torpedoes, fired by Jamaica at 19:37 from under two miles (3 km) range, were the final crippling blow.
A total of 55 torpedoes and 2,195 shells had been fired at Scharnhorst.
Oberbootsmannsmaat (Petty Officer) Wilhelm Gödde described the scene:
On the deck, all was calm and orderly. There was hardly any shouting. I saw the way the First Petty Officer helped hundreds of men over the rails. The Captain (Fritz Hintze) checked our life-jackets. Once again before he and the Admiral (Erich Bey) took leave of each other with a handshake. They said to us, "If any of you get out of this alive, say hello to the folks back home, and tell them we did our duty to the last.”
Matrosenobergefreiter (Sailor) Helmut Backhaus describes the moment of sinking:
I stopped and turned in the water to get my bearings. It was then that I saw the keel and propellers. She had capsized and was going down stern first.
Scharnhorst sank at 19:45 hours on 26 December 1943 with her propellers still turning. Of a total complement of 1,968 men, only 36 survivors - none an officer - were rescued from the frigid seas; 30 by HMS Scorpion and 6 by Matchless.
HNoMS Stord (Royal Norwegian Navy) and HMS Scorpion fired their torpedoes from an easterly direction. Stord fired her eight torpedoes as she was about 1,500 yards (1,400 m) from Scharnhorst, while also firing with her guns and scoring hits.
After the battle, Admiral Fraser sent the following message to the Admiralty: "... Please convey to the C-in-C Norwegian Navy. Stord played a very daring role in the fight and I am very proud of her...” In an interview in The Evening News on 5 February 1944 the commanding officer of HMS Duke of York said: "... the Norwegian destroyer Stord carried out the most daring attack of the whole action...”
Later that evening, Admiral Bruce Fraser briefed his officers on board Duke of York: "Gentlemen, the battle against Scharnhorst has ended in victory for us. I hope that if any of you are ever called upon to lead a ship into action against an opponent many times superior, you will command your ship as gallantly as Scharnhorst was commanded today".

[bookmark: Wreck_discovery]WRECK DISCOVERY
On 3 October 2000, the submerged wreck of Scharnhorst was located at about 72°16′N 28°41′E﻿ / ﻿72.267°N 28.683°E﻿ / 72.267; 28.683, approximately 70 nautical miles (130 km) north-northeast of North Cape at a depth of nearly 300 m and photographed by the Royal Norwegian Navy.
[bookmark: Commanding_Officers]
COMMANDING OFFICERS
KzS Otto Ciliax - 7 January 1939 - 23 September 1939
KzS Kurt-Caesar Hoffmann - 23 September 1939 - 31 March 1942
KzS / KAdm Friedrich Hüffmeier - 31 March 1942 - 13 October 1943 (Promoted to KADM 1 October 1943.)
[bookmark: Gallery]KzS Fritz Hintze - 13 October 1943 - 26 December 1943 (KIA)

CAREER

 
Name: Scharnhorst
Ordered: 25 January 1934
Laid down: 15 June 1935
Launched: 3 October 1936 Commissioned: 7 January 1939 Fate: Sunk at (72°16′N 28°41′E﻿ / ﻿72.267°N 28.683°E)﻿ / 72.267; 28.683 the Battle of North Cape on 26 December 1943



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
Class and type: Scharnhorst.
Displacement: 31,552 tonnes (standard) 38,900 tonnes (full load).
Length: 235.4 m (772.3 ft) overall 229.8 m (753.9 ft) waterline.
Beam: 30 m (98.4 ft)
Draft: 9.93 m (32.5 ft) at 37,500 long tons (38,100 tonnes) Propulsion: 3 Brown-Boveri geared turbines; 3 three-bladed propellers, 4.8 m (15.75 ft) diameter; 161,164 shp (120.18 MW)
Speed: 33 knots (61 km/h)
Range: 10,100 nm (18,710 km) at 19 knots (18,700 km at 35 km/h)
Complement: 1,968 (60 officers, 1,909 enlisted)
Sensors and processing systems: 80-cm wavelength RADAR from 1940
Armament: 9 × 28 cm/54.5 (11") SK C/34, 12 × 15 cm/55 (5.9") SK C/28, 14 × 10.5 cm/65 (4.1") SK C/33, 16 × 3.7 cm/L83 (1.5") SK C/30, 10 (later 16) × 2 cm/65 (0.79") C/30 or C/38, 6 × 533 mm torpedo tubes
Armour: Main belt - 350 mm (13.78 inch), Deck - 95 mm max.
Aircraft carried: 3 x Arado Ar 196A-3, 1 catapult







Naval Weaponry

IKARA
(ANTI-SUBMARINE MISSILE)
The Ikara missile was an Australian ship-launched anti-submarine missile, named after an Australian Aboriginal word for "throwing stick".
It launched an acoustic homing torpedo to a range of 10 nautical miles (19 km), allowing fast-reaction attacks against submarines at ranges that would otherwise require the launching ship to close for attack, placing itself at risk. Also, by flying through the air to the general area of the target, the engagement time was dramatically reduced, giving the target less time to respond.

TACTICAL CONCEPT


ASROC worst case miss distance when attacking a submarine travelling at 25 knots (46 km/h) with the ASROC and Mk 44 torpedo combination:  Attempting to splash the torpedo so that the submarine was within range of the torpedo acoustic seeker was entirely dependent upon a prediction of the submarine movements. An astute submarine captain would take immediate and unpredictable evasive measures when hearing the sonar echo. Only if the submarine maintained its approximate course and speed could the acoustic seeker be certain to lock-on the target, and even then a kill was not assured, especially if the missile's margin of error placed the torpedo astern of the submarine.
Ikara was a Rocket-Thrown-Weapon with similarities to the American RUR-5 (and later RUM-139) ASROC, and the French Malafon. It differed from ASROC in that the torpedo was recessed underneath the missile body rather than at the nose, and it was a cruise-type winged missile that 'flew' to its target, whereas ASROC was a 'point-and-shoot' ballistic rocket. Ikara's range at 10 nautical miles (19 km) was double that of ASROC. Ikara was generally considered a superior system to ASROC as it was accurately guided during flight to ensure optimal targeting. A submarine would be aware from sonar contacts that it was about to be attacked and could engage in evasive changes of course. In ASROC's flight time to maximum range of 55 seconds, a submarine travelling at 25 knots (46 km/h) would move 700 metres (2,300 ft) from its position at launch, and a prediction would be made of the submarine's likely position at torpedo splashdown. But at Ikara's design stage around 1960 the acoustic seeker range of the Mk.44 torpedo was limited to 457 metres (1,500 ft), although this was later improved, and consequently its kill probability was low.
The Turana target drone was designed and built in Australia as a development of the Ikara anti-submarine weapon system. It was a target drone with remote control that was launched from the Ikara launcher for use in naval anti-aircraft target practice.

[bookmark: Tactical_rationale]TACTICAL RATIONALE
The tactical rationale or operational requirement for rocket-thrown-anti-submarine weapons deserves some explanation here, since without it the raison-d'être for these weapons can be obscure.
With the development of nuclear power, submarine performance, especially speed, improved dramatically, as did the threat they posed to large cities with their armaments enlarged to include strategic nuclear-armed missiles. Simultaneously, sonar detection capability at long range was also improving significantly. But the weapons available to surface escort warships was still of the short-range variety:
Mortars. The final British development was the Limbo ahead-throwing mortar, its range being a maximum of 914 metres (3,000 ft), no more than twice the length of a modern U.S. aircraft carrier.
Torpedoes. Even the latest modern Mark 46 lightweight torpedoes are limited in range to 4 nautical miles (7.4 km), and at their speed of 28 knots (52 km/h) would take 8.5 minutes to travel that distance, and are consequently unable to attack time-urgent targets at extended ranges. A missile submarine, knowing it to be threatened, could fire several missiles (at approx 30 second intervals) before a torpedo reached its target.


The four principal methods of delivering an acoustic homing torpedo or a Nuclear Depth Bomb at long range from a surface escort: Only the rocket-thrown weapons (ASROC and Ikara) are available for use in all-weather conditions and at instant readiness.

Longer ranges were achieved by air-delivered weapons, usually either an acoustic homing torpedo or a NDB, and there were several methods available, and all suffered from similar constraints:
Escort-based or aircraft carrier-based embarked helicopter, sometimes referred to as MATCH (Medium-Range Anti-submarine Torpedo-Carrying Helicopter, although MATCH more properly refers to the ASW 'system' not the helicopter alone) or in the U.S. as LAMPS (Light airborne multi-purpose system). Referred to here as LAMPS.
Shore-based MPA (Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft) eg. U.S. P-3C Orion, U.K. Nimrod or the Soviet Tu-95 Bear.
Carrier-based fixed wing dedicated anti-submarine aircraft, eg. S-3 Viking.
All of these suffer to varying degrees from being weather-dependent, not being available when needed because of maintenance, other taskings, low-fuel-state, or having expended their weapon load, and most crucially for the escort commander, a slow response time from first detection to weapon delivery, often as a result of these air assets not being under the direct control of the escort commander. An additional drawback is that the submarine target can detect the approach of helicopters and propeller-driven aircraft from the vibrations emitted, and take evasive action, or even seek to destroy the aircraft with a SAM launch. The U.K. Nimrod and U.S S-3 being jet-driven offer better stealth capability, but otherwise have all the other defects.
Ideally, what an escort commander required was:
An all-weather, all-conditions, urgent-attack weapon at instant readiness to fire.
Able to attack at extreme sonar ranges.
Short flight-time to the target.
Under the escort commander's direct control, not to have to seek the consent of other commanders on the battlefield.
[bookmark: Power_unit]Based aboard the commander's escort vessel, only a rocket-thrown weapon, or a short-range cruise missile such as Ikara could meet these requirements, and they led to the development of rocket-thrown anti-submarine weapons for both surface escorts and nuclear-powered hunter killer submarines by Australia (Ikara), the United States (ASROC and SUBROC), the Soviet Union (RPK-2 Viyuga) and France (Malafon).

POWER UNIT
Ikara was powered by a two-stage in-line solid-fuel Murawa rocket engine developed by Bristol Aerojet Ltd in the UK and was guided by radio command link until it reached the vicinity of the submarine, determined by the ship's sonar contact, where it would first jettison the rear ventral fin and torpedo rear covering and then release its Mark 44 or Mark 46 acoustically-guided anti-submarine torpedo. The torpedo payload would descend by parachute while the missile itself was programmed to splashdown some distance away to avoid interference with the acoustic torpedo's seeker head. The torpedo would then begin either a circular or snake-search pattern to find and lock-on a submarine contact. (Ikara only allowed for Circular search patterns. [Provided by former RAN Ikara Computer technician])


Cutaway drawing of the Ikara missile largely based on declassified documents located in the National Archives, London, and photographs taken by the artist of museum exhibits at the Bristol Aero Collection at RAF Kemble and the Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport, Hampshire, UK.
[bookmark: British_variant_differences]
BRITISH VARIANT DIFFERENCES
A variant fitted to the British Royal Navy's Leander class frigate differed in several respects from the original Australian version designed to operate in the Pacific. The Royal Navy required changes to the frequencies used, to enable Ikara to be used in the NATO area, where different electronic warfare conditions and international frequency agreements had to be taken into account. Neither the Australian-built analogue computer system, or the American Bunker Ramo 133 digital computer system, used in most RAN systems, were compatible with the ADA digital battle-control computers being fitted into Royal Navy ships, and this was also changed. The UK-manufactured version of the Mark 44 torpedo also differed from the US-built version purchased by the Australians for their Ikara missiles. The British also required the missile payload to be changeable aboard ship to permit different payload combinations to be used, including a Nuclear Depth Bomb (NDB) option, and this, together with the different ship internal layouts required further changes to the missile, storage and handling arrangements. The Australian practice was to combine the missile and payload at a shore-based ordnance facility, before issuing the complete unit to a ship. Repair or maintenance was only possible ashore, whereas in the British ships, the changes made enabled a faulty torpedo to be removed and replaced on a functioning missile, and thereby increasing the flexibility of use of very limited stocks aboard; especially on lengthy deployments around the globe, as was more common with British ships than their Australian counterparts. The facility to change a torpedo payload aboard ship also permitted a change from a conventional torpedo to a WE.177A NDB, a facility for a nuclear option that was not needed on ships fitted with the Australian variant of Ikara.

[bookmark: Ikara_fitted_ships]IKARA FITTED SHIPS
Ikara was fitted to all of the Royal Australian Navy's River class frigates/destroyer escorts and Perth class guided missile destroyers. There were three main variants of the system fitted to RAN ships; F1, F2, and F3. The F1 system, using an analogue computer, a single launcher and without a data link, was fitted to HMA Ships Stuart and Derwent only. The F3 system, with a digital computer, single launcher and a digital data link, was fitted to the other four River class ships. HMAS Stuart and Derwent were fitted with F3/0 systems during Halflife refits during the 80's. The F2 system, using a digital computer, two launchers and with a digital data link, was fitted to the three Perth class destroyers. The computer used by the RAN was the AN/UYK-1 NTDS (Naval Tactical Data System).
Ikara was also operated by the Brazilian Navy, Chilean Navy, Royal Navy, and Royal New Zealand Navy. It was phased out in the early 1990s. The British purchased Ikara to fit to the two new CVA-01 aircraft carriers planned (and later cancelled) in the 1960s, and their escorts, the Type 82 destroyers, of which only one, HMS Bristol was built. With the cancellation of the remaining escorts, the British were left with purchased Ikara missiles in storage, and opted to fit them into eight existing Batch 1 Leander class frigates in need of modernisation: HM Ships Ajax, Arethusa, Aurora, Dido, Euryalus, Galatea, Leander and Naiad. The Leander class had low emitted-noise levels compared to their more modern, gas-turbine-powered successors, and were a good choice to install Ikara since the low noise level assisted the Type 2030 sonar fitted (but not to any of these ships) circa 1970 to frequently achieve impressive submarine detection ranges of more than 100 nautical miles (190 km) in good conditions, adding to the usefulness of the long-ranged Ikara missile.

[bookmark: Operators]OPERATORS
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Ikara missile on display at Bristol Aero Collection, Kemble, England







Ikara dummy missile onboard HMAS Stuart (DE48) off the New South Wales coast. The ship in the distance is a Japanese Guided Missile Destroyer, visiting for Australia's Bicentennial Naval Salute/Bicentennial Naval Review in September/October 1988.

IKARA: GENERAL SUMMARY
Type: Anti-submarine
Place of origin: Australia
Service history
In service: 1960's-1990's
Used by: Australia, Brazil, Chile, New Zealand and United Kingdom.
Production history
Designed: Circa 1959-60
Manufacturer: Australian Government Aircraft Factories/Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC)/Australian Defence Scientific Services (ADSS)
Produced: Early 1960's
Specifications
Weight: 513 kilograms (1,130 lb)
Length: 3.429 metres (135.0 in) 
Warhead:  Mark 44 (two versions) Mark 46.
Detonation: mechanism none 
Engine: Bristol Aerojet Murawa two-stage solid-fuel rocket engine.
Wingspan:  1.524 metres (60.0 in)
Operational range:  Maximum range - 10 nautical miles (19 km). Minimum (safety) range - 914 metres (1,000 yd).
Flight ceiling 335 metres (1,100 ft)
Speed Boost max: 713 kilometres per hour (443 mph)
Cruise: 658 kilometres per hour (409 mph)
Maximum boost acceleration: 10.9G
Boost burn time: 1.96 seconds
Launcher maximum elevation: 55°.
Maximum range time interval: 100 sec. Guidance
system Command guidance.
Steering: system Elevons
Launch platform: Ship-borne

Naval Commanders
ISOROKU YAMAMOTO
Fleet Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto (Japanese: 山本五十六, Yamamoto Isoroku) (4 April 1884 – 18 April 1943) was the commander-in-chief of the Combined Fleet during World War II, a graduate of the Imperial Japanese Naval Academy and a student of the U.S. Naval War College and of Harvard University (1919–1921).



Yamamoto held several important posts in the Imperial Japanese Navy, and undertook many of its changes and reorganizations, especially its development of naval aviation. He was the commander-in-chief during the decisive early years of the Pacific War and so was responsible for major battles such as Pearl Harbor and Midway. He died during an inspection tour of forward positions in the Solomon Islands when his aircraft (a G4M Betty bomber) was shot down during an ambush by American P-38 Lightning fighter planes. His death was a major blow to Japanese military morale during World War II.

Family background
Yamamoto was born as Isoroku Takano (Japanese: 高野五十六) in Nagaoka, Niigata. His father was Sadayoshi Takano, an intermediate samurai of the Nagaoka Domain. "Isoroku" is an old Japanese term meaning "56"; the name referred to his father's age at Isoroku's birth. When he was 10, his father cut his leg 12 times as a symbol of Japanese Samurai.
[bookmark: Early_career]In 1916, Isoroku was adopted into the Yamamoto family (another family of former Nagaoka samurai) and took the Yamamoto name. It was a common practice for Japanese families lacking sons to adopt suitable young men in this fashion to carry on the family name. In 1918, Isoroku married a woman named Reiko with whom he had four children: two sons and two daughters.

Early career
[bookmark: 1920s_and_1930s]After graduating from the Imperial Japanese Naval Academy in 1904, Yamamoto served on the cruiser Nisshin during the Russo-Japanese War. He was wounded at the Battle of Tsushima, losing two fingers (the index and middle fingers) on his left hand. He returned to the Naval Staff College in 1914, emerging as a lieutenant commander in 1916.

1920s and 1930s
Yamamoto was a political dove who was fundamentally opposed to war with the United States by reason of his studies at Harvard University (1919–1921), his tour as an admiral's aide, and his two postings as a naval attaché in Washington, D.C. He was promoted to captain in 1923. In 1924, at the age of 40, he changed his specialty from gunnery to naval aviation. His first command was the cruiser Isuzu in 1928, followed by the aircraft carrier Akagi. Yamamoto was a strong proponent of naval aviation, and (as vice admiral) served as head of the Aeronautics Department before accepting a post as commander of the First Carrier Division.
Captain Isoroku Yamamoto, Japanese Navy, (left) with U.S. Secretary of the Navy Curtis D. Wilbur (right) photographed at the Navy Department, Washington, DC, circa 1925-28, while Capt. Yamamoto was serving as Japanese Naval Attaché to the U.S.
He participated in the second London Naval Conference of 1930 as a rear admiral and the 1934 London Naval Conference as a vice admiral, as the government felt that a career military specialist needed to accompany the diplomats to the arms limitations talks. Yamamoto personally opposed the invasion of Manchuria in 1931, the subsequent land war with China (1937), and the 1940 Tripartite Pact with Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. As Deputy Navy Minister, he apologized to United States Ambassador Joseph C. Grew for the bombing of the gunboat USS Panay in December 1937. These issues made him a target of assassination by pro-war militarists.

LEFT: Rank insignia (Admiral) of Isoroku Yamamoto

Throughout 1938, many young army and naval officers began to speak publicly against Yamamoto and certain other Japanese admirals such as Yonai and Inouye for their strong opposition towards a Tripartite pact with Nazi Germany for reportedly being against "Japan's natural interests."[3] Yamamoto himself received a steady stream of hate mail and death threats from Japanese nationalists but his reaction to the prospect of death by assassination was passive and accepting. The Admiral wrote:
To die for Emperor and Nation is the highest hope of a military man. After a brave hard fight the blossoms are scattered on the fighting field. But if a person wants to take a life instead, still the fighting man will go to eternity for Emperor and country. One man's life or death is a matter of no importance. All that matters is the Empire. As Confucius said, "They may crush cinnabar, yet they do not take away its colour; one may burn a fragrant herb, yet it will not destroy the scent." They may destroy my body, yet they will not take away my will.
The Japanese army, annoyed at Admiral Yamamoto's unflinching opposition to a Rome-Berlin-Tokyo treaty, dispatched military police to "guard" Yamamoto; this was an attempt by the Army to keep an eye on him. He was later reassigned from the Navy Ministry to sea as the Commander-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet on (30 August 1939). This was done as one of the last acts of the then acting Navy Minister Mitsumasa Yonai, under Baron Hiranuma's short-lived administration partly to make it harder for assassins to target Yamamoto; Yonai was certain that if Yamamoto remained ashore, he would be killed before the year (1939) ended.
[bookmark: 1940.E2.80.9341]
1940–41
Yamamoto was promoted to full admiral on 15 November 1940. This in spite of the fact that when General Hideki Tojo was appointed Prime Minister on October 18, 1941, many political observers thought that Yamamoto's career was essentially over. Tojo had been Yamamoto's old opponent from the time when the latter served as Japan's deputy navy minister and Tojo was the prime mover behind Japan's takeover of Manchuria. It was believed that Yamamoto would be appointed to command the Yokosuka Naval Base, "a nice safe demotion with a big house and no power at all." After the new Japanese cabinet was announced, however, Yamamoto found himself left alone in his position as Admiral despite his open conflicts with General Tojo and other members of the Army's oligarchy who favoured war with the European powers and America. Two of the main reasons for Yamamoto's political survival were his immense popularity within the navy fleet, where he commanded the respect of his men and officers, and his close relations with the imperial family. Emperor Hirohito, like Yamamoto, shared a deep respect for the West. A third reason was probably the acceptance by Japan's naval hierarchy there was no officer more competent to lead the Combined Fleet to victory than Admiral Yamamoto. His daring plan for the Pearl Harbor attack had passed through the crucible of the Japanese naval establishment, and after many expressed misgivings, his fellow admirals had realized that Yamamoto spoke no more than the truth when he said that Japan's hope for victory in this [upcoming] war was limited by time and oil. Every sensible officer of the navy was well aware of the perennial oil problems. Also, it had to be recognized that if the enemy could seriously disturb Japanese merchant shipping, then the fleet would be endangered even more."
Consequently, Yamamoto stayed in his post. With General Tojo now in charge of Japan's highest political office, it became clear the Army would lead the Navy into a war about which Yamamoto had serious reservations. He wrote to an ultranationalist;
Should hostilities once break out between Japan and the United States, it is not enough that we take Guam and the Philippines, nor even Hawaii and San Francisco. To make victory certain, we would have to march into Washington and dictate the terms of peace in the White House. I wonder if our politicians... [Who speak so lightly of a Japanese-American war]... have confidence as to the final outcome and are prepared to make the necessary sacrifices.
This quote was spread by the militarists, minus the last sentence, where it was interpreted in America as a boast that Japan would conquer the entire continental United States. The omitted sentence showed Yamamoto's counsel of caution towards a war that could cost Japan dearly. Nevertheless, Yamamoto accepted the reality of impending war and planned for a quick victory by destroying the US fleet at Pearl Harbor while simultaneously thrusting into the oil and rubber resource rich areas of Southeast Asia, especially the Dutch East Indies, Borneo and Malaya. In naval matters, Yamamoto opposed the building of the super-battleships Yamato and Musashi as an unwise investment of resources.
Yamamoto was responsible for a number of innovations in Japanese naval aviation. Although remembered for his association with aircraft carriers due to Pearl Harbor and Midway, Yamamoto did more to influence the development of land-based naval aviation, particularly the G3M and G4M medium bombers. His demand for great range and the ability to carry a torpedo was intended to conform to Japanese conceptions of attriting the American fleet as it advanced across the Pacific in war. The planes did achieve long range, but long-range fighter escorts were not available. These planes were lightly constructed and when fully fuelled, they were especially vulnerable to enemy fire. This earned the G4M the sardonic nick-name "the Flying Cigarette Lighter." Yamamoto would eventually die in one of these aircraft.


Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, Imperial Japanese Navy Planning meeting photograph, took during the early 1940s, when he was Commander in Chief, Combined Fleet.

The range of the G3M and G4M contributed to a demand for great range in a fighter aircraft. This partly drove the requirements for the A6M Zero which was as noteworthy for its range as for its manoeuvrability. Both qualities were again purchased at the expense of light construction and flammability that later contributed to the A6M's high casualty rates as the war progressed.
As Japan moved toward war during 1940, Yamamoto gradually moved toward strategic as well as tactical innovation, again with mixed results. Prompted by talented young officers such as Minoru Genda, Yamamoto approved the reorganization of Japanese carrier forces into the First Air Fleet, a consolidated striking force that gathered Japan's six largest carriers into one unit. This innovation gave great striking capacity, but also concentrated the vulnerable carriers into a compact target; both boon and bane would be realized in war. Yamamoto also oversaw the organization of a similar large land-based organization in the 11th Air Fleet, which would later use the G3M and G4M to neutralize American air forces in the Philippines and sink the British Force "Z".
In January 1941, Yamamoto went even further and proposed a radical revision of Japanese naval strategy. For two decades, in keeping with the doctrine of Captain Alfred T. Mahan, the Naval General Staff had planned in terms of Japanese light surface forces, submarines and land-based air units whittling down the American Fleet as it advanced across the Pacific until the Japanese Navy engaged it in a climactic "Decisive Battle" in the northern Philippine Sea (between the Ryukyu Islands and the Marianas Islands), with battleships meeting in the traditional exchange between battle lines.
Correctly pointing out this plan had never worked even in Japanese war games, and painfully aware of American strategic advantages in military productive capacity, Yamamoto proposed instead to seek a decision with the Americans by first reducing their forces with a pre-emptive strike, and following it with a "Decisive Battle" sought offensively, rather than defensively. Yamamoto hoped, but probably did not believe, if the Americans could be dealt such terrific blows early in the war, they might be willing to negotiate an end to the conflict. As it turned out, however, the note officially breaking diplomatic relations with the United States was delivered late, and he correctly perceived the Americans would be resolved upon revenge and unwilling to negotiate. Yamamoto's thoughts on this matter were later dramatically encapsulated in the apocryphal "sleeping giant" quote uttered in the movie Tora! Tora! Tora!
The Naval General Staff proved reluctant to go along and Yamamoto was eventually driven to capitalize on his popularity in the fleet by threatening to resign to get his way. Admiral Osami Nagano and the Naval General Staff eventually caved in to this pressure, but only insofar as approving the attack on Pearl Harbor. Surprise attacks have a long military tradition when starting a war, and Japan could see clear to supporting such to give themselves six months to secure the resources of the Netherlands East Indies without the interference of the American navy.
The First Air Fleet commenced preparations for the Pearl Harbor Raid, solving a number of technical problems along the way, including how to launch torpedoes in the shallow water of Pearl Harbor and how to craft armour-piercing bombs by machining down battleship gun projectiles.

[bookmark: The_Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor.2C_December_1]THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR, DECEMBER 1941
As Yamamoto had planned, the First Air Fleet of six carriers armed with about 390 planes, commenced hostilities against the Americans on 7 December 1941, launching 353 aircraft against Pearl Harbor in two waves. The attack was a complete success according to the parameters of the mission which sought to sink at least four American battleships and prevent the U.S. Fleet from interfering in Japan's southward advance for at least six months. American aircraft carriers were also considered a choice target, but were not in port at the time of the attack.
In the end, five American battleships were sunk, three damaged, and eleven other cruisers, destroyers and auxiliaries were sunk or seriously damaged. The Japanese lost only 29 aircraft, but suffered damage to more than 111 aircraft. The damaged aircraft were disproportionately dive- and torpedo-bombers, seriously impacting available firepower to exploit the first two waves' success and First Air Fleet Commander Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo withdrew. Yamamoto later lamented Nagumo's failure to seize the initiative to seek out and destroy the American carriers, absent from the harbor, or further bombards various strategically important facilities on Oahu. Nagumo had absolutely no idea where the American carriers might be, and remaining on station while his forces cast about looking for them ran the risk his own force might be found first and attacked while his aircraft were absent searching. Further, his aircraft also lacked appropriate ordnance for attacking the machine tools and drydocks of the shipyard, or even the revetted fuel tanks, whose destruction could have been more serious losses than the fighting ships themselves. In any case, insufficient daylight remained after recovering the aircraft from the first two waves for the carriers to launch and recover a third before dark, and Nagumo's escorting destroyers lacked the fuel capacity for him to loiter long. Much has been made of Yamamoto's hindsight, but (in keeping with Japanese military tradition not to criticize the commander on the spot) he did not punish Nagumo in any way for his withdrawal, which was according to plan.


Fleet Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto

On the political level, the attack was a disaster for Japan, rousing American passions for revenge due to it being a "sneak attack". In fact, the Japanese had begun all their modern wars in this fashion and it was fully expected they would do so again—just not at Pearl Harbor. The shock of the attack coming in an unexpected place, with such devastating results and without the expected "fair play" of a declaration of war galvanized the American public's determination to avenge the attack. When asked by Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe in mid-1941 concerning the outcome of a possible war with the United States, Yamamoto made a well-known and prophetic statement: If ordered to fight, "I shall run wild considerably for the first six months or a year but I have utterly no confidence for the second and third years.” His prediction would be vindicated as Japan easily conquered territories and islands for the first 6 months of the war until it suffered a shattering defeat at the Battle of Midway on June 4–7, 1942, which tilted the balance of power in the Pacific towards the U.S.
As a strategic blow intended to prevent American interference in the Netherlands East Indies for six months, the attack was a success, but unbeknownst to Yamamoto, it was a pointless one. The U.S. Navy had abandoned any intention of attempting to charge across the Pacific towards the Philippines at the outset of war in 1935 (in keeping with the evolution of War Plan Orange). In 1937, the U.S. Navy had further determined even fully manning the fleet to wartime levels could not be accomplished in less than six months, and myriad other logistic assets needed to execute a trans-Pacific movement simply did not exist and would require two years to construct after the onset of war. In 1940, U.S. Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Harold Stark had penned "Plan Dog", which emphasized a defensive war in the Pacific while the U.S. concentrated on defeating Nazi Germany first, and consigned Admiral Husband Kimmel's Pacific Fleet to merely keeping the IJN out of the eastern Pacific and away from the shipping lanes to Australia. Moreover, it is in question whether the U.S. would have gone to war at all had Japan only attacked British and Dutch possessions in the Far East.
[bookmark: December_1941_to_May_1942]
DECEMBER 1941 TO MAY 1942

Japan's aggressor: Admiral Yamamoto His was the daring execution of a brilliant treachery / Arthur Szyk, N.Y., 1941. Illustration shows a caricature of Japanese leader Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, architect of the attack on Pearl Harbor, in a head-and-shoulders portrait, facing front, with furrowed brow. 1 photomechanical print: halftone, colour. Chicago, Ill.: Time, Inc., 1941. Illus. in: Time, vol. XXXVIII, no. 25 (22 December 1941), cover. Original drawing filed under: CD 1 - Szyk, no. 1 (AA size). Exhibited: "Arthur Szyk: Artist for freedom," at Library of Congress, 1999. Unprocessed in PR 13 CN 1999:154

With the American Fleet largely neutralized at Pearl Harbor, Yamamoto's Combined Fleet turned to the task of executing the larger Japanese war plan devised by the Imperial Japanese Army and Navy General Staff. The First Air Fleet proceeded to make a circuit of the Pacific, striking American, Australian, Dutch and British installations from Wake Island to Australia to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) in the Indian Ocean. The 11th Air Fleet caught the American 5th Air Force on the ground in the Philippines hours after Pearl Harbor, and then proceeded to sink the British Force "Z" (battleship HMS Prince of Wales and battlecruiser HMS Repulse) underway at sea.
Under Yamamoto's able subordinates, Vice Admirals Ozawa, Kondo and Takahashi, the Japanese swept the inadequate remaining American, British, Dutch and Australian naval assets from the Netherlands East Indies in a series of amphibious landings and surface naval battles that culminated in the Battle of the Java Sea on 27 February 1942. With the occupation of the Netherlands East Indies, and the reduction of the remaining American positions in the Philippines to forlorn hopes on the Bataan Peninsula and Corregidor Island, the Japanese had secured their oil- and rubber-rich "Southern Resources Area".
Having achieved their initial aims with surprising speed and little loss (albeit against enemies ill-prepared to resist them), the Japanese paused to consider their next moves. Since neither the British nor the Americans were willing to negotiate, their thoughts turned to securing and protecting their newly seized territory, and acquiring more with an eye toward additional conquest and/or attempting to force one or more of their enemies out of the war.
Competing plans were developed at this stage, including thrusts to the west against India, the south against Australia and the east against the United States. Yamamoto was involved in this debate, supporting different plans at different times with varying degrees of enthusiasm and for varying purposes, including "horse-trading" for support of his own objectives.
Plans included ideas as ambitious as invading India or Australia, as well as seizing Hawaii. These grandiose ventures were inevitably set aside as the Army could not spare enough troops from China for the first two, or shipping to support the latter two. (Shipping was allocated separately to IJN & IJA, and jealously guarded). Instead, the Imperial General Staff supported an Army thrust into Burma in hopes of linking up with Indian Nationalists revolting against British rule, and attacks in New Guinea and the Solomon Islands designed to imperil Australia's sea line of communication with the United States. Yamamoto agitated for an offensive Decisive Battle in the east to finish the American fleet, but the more conservative Naval General Staff officers were unwilling to risk it.
In the midst of these debates, the Doolittle Raid struck Tokyo and the surrounding areas, galvanizing the threat posed by the American aircraft carriers in the minds of staff officers, and giving Yamamoto an event he could exploit to get his way. The Naval General Staff agreed to Yamamoto's Midway (MI) Operation, subsequent to the first phase of the operations against Australia's link with America, and concurrent with their own plan to seize positions in the Aleutian Islands.
Yamamoto rushed planning for the Midway and Aleutians missions, while dispatching a force under Rear Admiral Takeo Takagi, including the Fifth Carrier Division (the large, new carriers Shōkaku and Zuikaku), to support the effort to seize the islands of Tulagi and Guadalcanal for seaplane and airplane bases, and the town of Port Moresby on Papua New Guinea's south coast facing Australia.
The Port Moresby (MO) Operation proved an unwelcome reverse. Although Tulagi and Guadalcanal were taken, the Port Moresby invasion fleet was compelled to turn back when Takagi clashed with an American carrier task force in the Battle of the Coral Sea in early May. Although the Japanese sank the American carrier Lexington in exchange for a smaller carrier, the Americans damaged the carrier Shōkaku so badly that she required dockyard repairs. Just as importantly, Japanese operational mishaps and American fighters and anti-aircraft fire devastated the dive bomber and torpedo plane elements of both Shōkaku’s and Zuikaku’s air groups. These losses sidelined Zuikaku while she awaited replacement aircraft and aircrews, and saw to tactical integration and training. These two ships would be sorely missed a month later at Midway.
References: Dull (1978), Evans & Peattie (1997), Lundstrom (1984), Parillo.
[bookmark: The_Battle_of_Midway.2C_June_1942]
THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, JUNE 1942
Yamamoto's plan for MI was an extension of his efforts to knock the U.S. Pacific Fleet out of action long enough for Japan to fortify her defensive perimeter in the Pacific island chains. Yamamoto felt it necessary to seek an early, offensive decisive battle.
This plan was long believed to have been to draw American attention—and possibly carrier forces—north from Pearl Harbor by sending his Fifth Fleet (two light carriers, five cruisers, 13 destroyers, and four transports) against the Aleutians, raiding Dutch Harbor on Unalaska Island and invading the more distant islands of Kiska and Attu. Recent scholarship using Japanese language documents has revealed it was, rather, an unrelated venture of the Naval General Staff which Yamamoto agreed to conduct concurrently with the Midway operation, in exchange for the latter's approval.
While Fifth Fleet attacked the Aleutians, First Mobile Force (4 carriers, 2 battleships, 3 cruisers, and 12 destroyers) would raid Midway and destroy its air force. Once this was neutralized, Second Fleet (1 light carrier, 2 battleships, 10 cruisers, 21 destroyers, and 11 transports) would land 5,000 troops to seize the atoll from the American Marines.
The seizure of Midway was expected to draw the American carriers west into a trap where the First Mobile Force would engage and destroy them. Afterward, First Fleet (1 light carrier, 7 battleships, 3 cruisers and 13 destroyers), in conjunction with elements of Second Fleet, would mop up remaining American surface forces and complete the destruction of the Pacific Fleet.
To guard against mischance, Yamamoto initiated two security measures. The first was an aerial reconnaissance mission (Operation K) over Pearl Harbor to ascertain if the American carriers were there. The second was a picket line of submarines to detect the movement of the American carriers toward Midway in time for First Mobile Force, First Fleet, and Second Fleet to combine against it. In the event, the first was aborted and the second delayed until after American carriers had sortied.
The plan was a compromise and hastily prepared (apparently so it could be launched in time for the anniversary of Tsushima), but appeared well thought out, well organized, and finely timed when viewed from a Japanese viewpoint. Against four carriers, two light carriers, 11 battleships, 16 cruisers and 46 destroyers likely to be in the area of the main battle the Americans could field only three carriers, eight cruisers, and 15 destroyers. The disparity appeared crushing. Only in numbers of carrier decks, available aircraft, and submarines was there near parity between the two sides. Despite various frictions developed in the execution, it appeared—barring something extraordinary—Yamamoto held all the cards.
Unfortunately for Yamamoto, something extraordinary had happened. The worst fear of any commander is for an enemy to learn his battle plan in advance, which was exactly what American cryptographers had done, thanks to breaking the Japanese naval code D (known to the U.S. as JN-25). As a result, Admiral Chester Nimitz, the Pacific Fleet commander, was able to circumvent both of Yamamoto's security measures and position his outnumbered forces in the exact position to conduct a devastating ambush. By Nimitz's calculation, his three available carrier decks, plus Midway, gave him rough parity with Nagumo's First Mobile Force.
Following a foolish nuisance raid by Japanese flying boats in May, Nimitz dispatched a minesweeper to guard the intended refuelling point for Operation K, causing the reconnaissance mission to be aborted and leaving Yamamoto ignorant of whether Pacific Fleet carriers were still at Pearl Harbor. (It remains unclear why Yamamoto permitted the early flight, when pre-attack reconnaissance was essential to the success of MI.) He also dispatched his carriers toward Midway early, and they passed the intended picket line force of submarines en route to their station, negating Yamamoto's back-up security measure. Nimitz's carriers then positioned themselves to ambush the First Mobile Force when it struck Midway. A token cruiser and destroyer force was dispatched toward the Aleutians, but otherwise ignored it. Days before Yamamoto expected American carriers to interfere in the Midway operation; they destroyed the four carriers of the First Mobile Force on 4 June 1942, catching the Japanese carriers at precisely their most vulnerable moment.
With his air power destroyed and his forces not yet concentrated for a fleet battle, Yamamoto attempted to manoeuvre his remaining forces, still strong on paper, to trap the American forces. He was unable to do so because his initial dispositions had placed his surface combatants too far from Midway, and because Admiral Raymond Spruance prudently withdrew to the east in a position to further defend Midway Island, believing (based on a mistaken submarine report) the Japanese still intended to invade. Not knowing that several battleships including the extremely powerful Yamato were on the Japanese order of battle, he did not comprehend the severe risk of a night surface battle, in which his carriers and cruisers would be at a disadvantage. However, his move to the east did avoid the possibility of such a battle taking place. Correctly perceiving that he had lost, Yamamoto aborted the invasion of Midway and withdrew. The defeat ended Yamamoto's six months of success and marked the high tide of Japanese expansion.
Yamamoto's plan for MI has been the subject of much criticism. Many commentators state it violated the principle of concentration of force, and was overly complex. Others point out similarly complex Allied operations that were successful, and note the extent to which the American intelligence coup derailed the operation before it began. Had Yamamoto's dispositions not denied Nagumo adequate pre-attack reconnaissance assets, both the American cryptanalytic success and the unexpected appearance of Fletcher's carriers would have been irrelevant.
[bookmark: Actions_after_Midway]
ACTIONS AFTER MIDWAY
The Battle of Midway solidly checked Japanese momentum, but the IJN was still a powerful force and capable of regaining the initiative. They planned to resume the thrust with Operation FS aimed at eventually taking Samoa and Fiji to cut the American life-line to Australia. This was expected to short-circuit the threat posed by General Douglas MacArthur and his American and Australian forces in New Guinea. To this end, development of the airfield on Guadalcanal continued and attracted the baleful eye of Yamamoto's opposite number, Admiral Ernest King.
King ramrodded the idea of an immediate American counterattack to prevent the Japanese from regaining the initiative through the Joint Chiefs of Staff. This precipitated the American invasion of Guadalcanal and beat the Japanese to the punch, with Marines landing on the island in August 1942 and starting a bitter struggle that lasted until February 1943 and commenced a battle of attrition Japan could ill-afford.
Admiral Yamamoto remained in command, retained at least partly to avoid diminishing the morale of the Combined Fleet. However, he had lost face in the Midway defeat and the Naval General Staff were disinclined to indulge further gambles. This reduced Yamamoto to pursuing the classic defensive Decisive Battle strategy he had attempted to overturn.
Guadalcanal caught the Japanese over-extended and attempting to support fighting in New Guinea while guarding the Central Pacific and preparing to conduct the Operation FS. The FS operation was abandoned and the Japanese attempted to fight in both New Guinea and Guadalcanal at the same time. Already overextended, they perpetually fell short of success for lack of shipping, lack of troops, and a disastrous inability to coordinate Army and Navy activities.
Yamamoto committed Combined Fleet units to a series of small attrition actions that stung the Americans, but suffered losses he could ill-afford in return. Three major efforts to carry the island precipitated a pair of carrier battles that Yamamoto commanded personally at the Eastern Solomons and Santa Cruz Islands in September and October, and finally a wild pair of surface engagements in November, all timed to coincide with Japanese Army pushes. The timing of each major battle was successively derailed when the Army could not hold up its end of the operation. Yamamoto's forces caused considerable loss and damage, but he could never draw the Americans into a decisive fleet action. As a result, the Japanese Navy's strength began to bleed off.
There were severe losses of carrier dive-bomber and torpedo-bomber crews in the carrier battles, emasculating the already depleted carrier air groups. Japan could not hope to match the United States in quantities of well-trained replacement pilots, and the quality of both Japanese land-based and naval aviation began declining. Particularly harmful however, were losses of destroyers in the foolish Tokyo Express supply runs. The IJN already faced a shortage of such ships, and their losses further exacerbated Japan's already weakened commerce defence. With Guadalcanal lost in February 1943, there was no further attempt to seek a major battle in the Solomon Islands although smaller attrition battles continued. Yamamoto shifted the load of the air battle from the depleted carriers to the land-based naval air forces.
[bookmark: Death]
DEATH
Operation Vengeance
To boost morale following the defeat at Guadalcanal, Yamamoto decided to make an inspection tour throughout the South Pacific. On 14 April 1943, the US naval intelligence effort, code-named "Magic", intercepted and decrypted a message containing specific details regarding Yamamoto's tour, including arrival and departure times and locations, as well as the number and types of planes that would transport and accompany him on the journey. Yamamoto, the itinerary revealed, would be flying from Rabaul to Ballalae Airfield, on an island near Bougainville in the Solomon Islands, on the morning of 18 April 1943.
U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox to "Get Yamamoto." Knox instructed Admiral Chester W. Nimitz of Roosevelt's wishes. Admiral Nimitz consulted Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr., Commander, South Pacific, then authorized a mission on 17 April to intercept Yamamoto's flight en route and down it.
A squadron of P-38 Lightning aircraft were assigned the task as only they possessed the range to intercept and engage. Eighteen hand-picked pilots from three units were informed that they were intercepting an "important high officer" with no specific name given.


The last picture of Isoroku Yamamoto (1884–1943), taken shortly before his plane was shot down.
On the morning of April 18, despite urgings by local commanders to cancel the trip for fear of ambush, Yamamoto's two Mitsubishi G4M fast transport aircraft left Rabaul as scheduled for the 315-mile trip. Shortly after, 18 P-38s with long-range drop tanks took off from Guadalcanal. Sixteen arrived after wave-hopping most of the 430 miles (692 km) to the rendezvous point, maintaining radio silence throughout. At 09:34 Tokyo time, the two flights met and a dogfight ensued between the P-38s and the six escorting A6M Zeroes.
First Lieutenant Rex T. Barber engaged the first of the two Japanese transports which turned out to be Yamamoto's plane. He targeted the aircraft with gunfire until it began to spew smoke from its left engine. Barber turned away to attack the other transport as Yamamoto's plane crashed into the jungle.
The crash site and body of Admiral Yamamoto were found the next day in the jungle north of the then-coastal site of the former Australian patrol post of Buin by a Japanese search and rescue party, led by Army engineer Lieutenant Hamasuna. According to Hamasuna, Yamamoto had been thrown clear of the plane's wreckage, his white-gloved hand grasping the hilt of his katana, still upright in his seat under a tree. Hamasuna said Yamamoto was instantly recognizable, head dipped down as if deep in thought. A post-mortem of the body disclosed that Yamamoto had received two gunshot wounds, one to the back of his left shoulder and another to his left lower jaw that exited above his right eye. Despite the evidence, the question of whether or not the Admiral initially survived the crash has been a matter of controversy in Japan. To cover up the fact that the Allies were reading Japanese code, American news agencies were told that civilian coast-watchers in the Solomon Islands saw Yamamoto boarding a bomber in the area. They did not publicize the names of most of the pilots that attacked Yamamoto's plane because one of them had a brother who was a prisoner of the Japanese, and U.S. military officials feared for his safety.
This proved to be the longest fighter-intercept mission of the war. In Japan it became known as the "Navy A Incident" (海軍甲事件 Kaigun kō-jiken). It raised morale in the United States, and shocked the Japanese who were officially told about the incident only on 21 May 1943. The death of Yamamoto was a major psychological blow for the Japanese nation which had been told of victory after victory even after Midway and Guadalcanal. It also forced the Japanese government to acknowledge that the Americans were quickly rebuilding their military capacity and had begun going on the offensive.

State Funeral for Admiral Yamamoto in Tokyo

Captain Watanabe and his staff cremated Yamamoto's remains at Buin, and the ashes were returned to Tokyo aboard the battleship Musashi, Yamamoto's last flagship. Yamamoto was given a full state funeral on 3 June 1943, where he received, posthumously, the title of Fleet Admiral and awarded the Order of the Chrysanthemum, (1st Class). He was also awarded Nazi Germany's Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross with Oak Leaves and Swords. Parts of his ashes were buried in the public cemetery in Tama, Tokyo (多摩霊園), and the remainder at his ancestral burial grounds at the temple of Chuko-ji in Nagaoka City.
[bookmark: Personal_life]
PERSONAL LIFE
While other military leaders avoided the image of being "soft", Yamamoto continued to practice calligraphy. He and his wife, Reiko, had four children: two sons and two daughters. Yamamoto was an avid gambler, enjoying shogi, billiards, bridge, mah jong, poker, and other games that tested his wits and sharpened his mind. He frequently made jokes about moving to Monaco and starting his own casino. He enjoyed the company of geisha, and his wife Reiko revealed to the Japanese public in 1954 that Yamamoto was closer to his favourite geisha Kawai Chiyoko than to her, which stirred some controversy.[24] After his death, his funeral procession passed by Kawai's quarters on the way to the cemetery, perhaps with hidden purpose.
[bookmark: Yamamoto_as_a_commander]
YAMAMOTO AS A COMMANDER
Yamamoto is generally regarded as one of the most prominent leaders in the Imperial Japanese Navy for making significant changes to its organization although he was also responsible for several critical defeats. Yamamoto is considered to be an imaginative and brave leader for formulating a plan to launch a pre-emptive attack on US forces in the Pacific Fleet.
Having visited and studied at the U.S. Naval War College and Harvard University, he was reluctant to enter into war with the United States. He was aware of the overwhelming industrial capacity of the United States compared to that of Japan, and felt that only a knockout blow would remove the US threat to Japan. He also didn't trust Nazi Germany-somewhat ironically, he became the only non-German to be given the Knights Cross with Oak Leaves and Swords, which was awarded post-humously. He correctly anticipated that the aircraft carrier would play a role in any decisive battle with the United States. Furthermore, he supported increasing the striking range of the air fleets by combining as many as 6 aircraft carriers into one carrier battle group. Additionally, he often assigned capable individuals such as Minoru Genda to form his battle plans.
[bookmark: Decorations]His forces suffered severely in certain areas, with torpedoes from Allied submarines dealing major blows to the Imperial Japanese Navy shipping and causing the war economy of Japan to be starved of resources. The Imperial Japanese Navy's codes were decrypted by the United States, which proved to be a fatal development as it resulted in the biggest direct blow to the Imperial Japanese Navy at the Battle of Midway. The battle proved to be Yamamoto's most prominent defeat—his force lost four aircraft carriers and 228 planes and suffered significant casualties.

[bookmark: Yamamoto.27s_career_promotions]YAMAMOTO'S CAREER PROMOTIONS
Midshipman—14 November 1904
Ensign—31 August 1905
Sublieutenant—28 September 1907
Lieutenant—11 October 1909
Lieutenant Commander—13 December 1915
Commander—1 December 1919
Captain—1 December 1923
Rear Admiral—30 November 1929
Vice Admiral—15 November 1934
Admiral—15 November 1940
Fleet Admiral—18 April 1943 (posthumous)

[bookmark: Film_portrayals]FILM PORTRAYALS
Several motion pictures depict the character of Isoroku Yamamoto. One of the most notable films is the movie Tora! Tora! Tora! The 1970 film, which depicts the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, is considered by many to be the definitive look at the battle from both sides of the conflict. The film features Japanese actor Sô Yamamura as Yamamoto. He is seen planning the Japanese attack.
I fear that all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolve (attributed to Yamamoto in Tora! Tora! Tora! [1970]; in reference to the attack on Pearl Harbor).
There is no evidence that Yamamoto said this in reality despite the film calling it a quote. (See Isoroku Yamamoto's sleeping giant quote for further discussion.)
The 1960 film, The Gallant Hours depicts the battle of wits between Admirals Halsey and Yamamoto from the time of Guadalcanal to Yamamoto's death. In 1976, the film Midway was released. An epic look at the battle that turned the tide of the war in the Pacific, the film features Toshirô Mifune (star of The Seven Samurai) as Yamamoto. He is depicted planning the attack on Midway Atoll, and sees his plans fall apart as he sees the destruction of all four Japanese carriers during the battle of June 4–6, 1942. Unlike Tora! Tora! Tora!, all the Japanese characters speak in English. Mifune previously portrayed Yamamoto in the 1968 Japanese film Rengo kantai shirei chôkan: Yamamoto Isoroku.
The latest film depiction of Yamamoto was in 2001's Pearl Harbor, a Jerry Bruckheimer—produced epic. While mostly focused on the love triangle between American characters, the film does show several scenes depicting the Japanese planning of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Yamamoto is played by Oscar-nominated actor Mako, star of such films as The Sand Pebbles and Conan the Barbarian. One of Yamamoto's most notable quotes in the film is: "A brilliant man would find a way not to fight a war."
Yamamoto is also featured in a number of alternate history anime series. He is seen in the TV series Zipang, where he leads the Combined Fleet after seeing the JMSDF destroyer Mirai for the first time. In the 1993 OVA series Konpeki no Kantai (Deep Blue Fleet), the original timeline proceeds until the shootdown. However, instead of dying in the crash, Yamamoto blacks out and suddenly wakes up as his younger self, Isoroku Takano, after the Battle of Tsushima in 1905. His memory from the original timeline intact, Yamamoto uses his knowledge of the Pacific War to make Japan a stronger naval power, even launching a coup d'etat against Hideki Tojo's government.

BIO: ISOROKU YAMAMOTO
4 April 1884–18 April 1943 (aged 59)

Isoroku Yamamoto as admiral

Place of birth: Nagaoka, Niigata, Japan
Place of death: Solomon Islands
Allegiance: Empire of Japan
Service/branch: Imperial Japanese Navy Years of service 1901–1943
Rank: Fleet Admiral, Commander-in-Chief
Unit: Combined Fleet among others
Commands held: Kitakami, Isuzu, Akagi, Naval Air Command, Navy Ministry, Naval Air Command, 1st Fleet, Combined Fleet, 1st Battleship Division.
Battles/wars: Russo-Japanese War, World War II, (Battle of Midway)

DECORATIONS

    

    

  
The Breast Star of the Order of the Chrysanthemum
Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun Paulownia Blossoms
Grand Cordon of the Order of the Sacred Treasure
Order of the Golden Kite (1st class)
Order of the Golden Kite (2nd class)
Grand Cross of the Order of the German Eagle
Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross with Oak Leaves and Swords

Naval Book Review

THE BRITISH FLEET AIR ARM IN WORLD WAR II
Paperback by Mark Barber, (Stephen Walsh: Illustrator)

SYNOPSIS
This is a concise history of the Royal Navy's air arm during World War II, from the Arctic convoys, to the battle for Malta, to the last raids on Japan. The contribution of British Naval aviation to the ultimate Allied victory cannot be underestimated. Amazingly the Admiralty only had 406 operational pilots and 8 carriers when war broke out, but a mere 6 years later there were over 3,000 operational pilots and 53 aircraft carriers patrolling the seas in every theatre of the war. The author charts the rapid evolution of the Fleet Air Arm during the war years as air power took over the cutting edge of naval warfare from surface battleships. The carriers were in action from the first with actions by HMS Ark Royal and Courageous in September 1939 to the major actions of the carrier force off Japan in the closing days of the war. This book offers a complete overview from recruitment and training to the thrilling accounts of operational successes and failures. Discover some of the most dramatic actions of the war as Royal Navy aces battled against Axis forces scoring both the first and last kills of the war.



FROM THE PUBLISHER
This is a concise history of the Royal Navy's air arm during World War II, from the Arctic convoys, to the battle for Malta, to the last raids on Japan. The contribution of British Naval aviation to the ultimate Allied victory cannot be underestimated. Amazingly the Admiralty only had 406 operational pilots and 8 carriers when war broke out, but a mere 6 years later there were over 3,000 operational pilots and 53 aircraft carriers patrolling the seas in every theatre of the war. The author charts the rapid evolution of the Fleet Air Arm during the war years as air power took over the cutting edge of naval warfare from surface battleships. The carriers were in action from the first with actions by HMS Ark Royal and Courageous in September 1939 to the major actions of the carrier force off Japan in the closing days of the war. This book offers a complete overview from recruitment and training to the thrilling accounts of operational successes and failures. Discover some of the most dramatic actions of the war as Royal Navy aces battled against Axis forces scoring both the first and last kills of the war.

BIOGRAPHY
Lieutenant Mark Barber RN is a pilot based at RNAS Culdrose. His dissertation on the Fleet Air Arm in the Mediterranean in World War II was named as the best in the year at the Royal Navy academy, Dartmouth. He was named Best Aircrew Officer upon graduation of his class. His unlimited access to Royal Navy and Fleet Air Arm museum records and photos has resulted in a book that is a worthy addition to the annals of British naval aviation. The author lives in Cornwall, UK.
Stephen Walsh studied art at the North East Wales Institute. Since then he has worked mainly for the American historical board-game market, fulfilling a lifelong interest in historical subjects. His American works include the best-selling Settlers of Catan. He has also produced many pieces of artwork inspired by J R R Tolkien. Stephen Walsh lives in Macclesfield, UK. 


Naval Movie Review



ROYAL NAVY AT WAR IN COLOUR
Colour film footage of the Royal Navy during the Second World War is exceptionally rare. Official cameramen shot little colour footage and filming by members of the ship's crew was strictly forbidden. However, this rule was occasionally broken and a number of officers did shoot their own colour film while serving. Their 'home movies' now provide some of the most remarkable and important colour film of the navy during the war years. Much of the material has never been seen before and is all the more remarkable for being filmed pre-war or in the war's early years. 
Running Time - 2 hrs 00 
Certificate - Exempt 
Number of Discs - 1 
Production Year - 2006 
Subtitles - No 
Region – 0



The Spirit of the Navy 

Rooty Hill Sub Section Attends 2009 Garden Island Annual Church Service

Battle of Santiago de Cuba

German Warship Scharnhorst (1936)

IKARA (Anti-Submarine Missile)

Isoroku Yamamoto

And lots more ………….
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Photo # NH 63230 Spanish torpedo boat destroyer Furor
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